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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


GYPSY DELEGATION REFUSED VISIT--The Czechoslovak Government has forbidden a 
delegation of gypsies from attending the Third World Gypsy Congress, which 
opens Saturday, 16 May, in Goettingen in the FRG, a spokesman for the 
congress announced Wednesday. The 12 delegates, who completed all the 
necessary formalities, had nevertheless received assurances from the 


Czechoslovak authorities. [Text] [LD191431 Paris LE MONDE in French 
15 May 81 p 4) 


CSO: 3100/770 








GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


APRIL-MAY 1981 DOUBLE ISSUE OF SED THEORETICAL JOURNAL REV1EWED 
East Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 4-5 Apr: 81 p 3 


(Werner Mueller review of East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 36 No 4/5, April-May 
1981, signed to press 13 March 1981, pp 321-512: "SED Has Proved Its Worth as Van- 
guard of Workers Class--Article by Erich Honecker in Double Issue of EINHEIT." 
Translations and/or summaries of articles by authors cited below as well as by 
others, are published in pages following this review] 


[Text] EINHEIT's double issue No 4/5, 1981, to be published immediately before the 
10th SED Congress, leads off with an article by Erich Honecker, SED Central Committee 
general secretary and GDR State Council chairman, headlined "The SED--Marxist-Leninist 
Vanguard of the Workers Class and All Working People," written on the occasion of 

the 35th anniversary of the April 1946 merger of the Communist Party of Germany (KPD) 
and the Suvcial Democratic Party of Germany (SPD) into the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany (SED). "We celebrate the 35th anniversary of the SED shortly after the 10th 
Party vongress, which convincingly manifests that our party proves its worth as 
Marxist-Leninist vanguard of the workers class and all working people before history," 
Erich Honecker writes. 


He continues that in 1949 under the leadership of the SED the workers class estab- 
lished the socialist worker-peasant state, the German Democratic Republic, as a 
form of dictatorship of the proletariat. "We have never allowed anyone to encroach 
upon the power of the workers class. Even today the security, consolidation and 
defense of the power of the workers and peasants are and will remain the guarantee 
for our succe sful advance in shaping the developed socialist society." 


Erich Honecker concludes his article by stating: "The path that the SED has 

traveled for 35 years is at the same time the road of victory for our Marxist- 
Leninist theory on German soil. Our struggle has never been an easy one, but our 
party has never shrunk from difficulties. It has always faced them and mastered them 
with the strength of its great collective, in close affinity with the masses. With 
this knowledge and the firm conviction that in socialism we have all advantages 

and the potentials to cope also with future demands, we will tackle the tasks which 
the 10th Party Congress will adopt." 














In an article headlined "An Event of Global Importance," Hermann Axen, Politburo 
member and Central Committee secretary, writes on the results of the 26th CPSU 
Congress. In his opinion, the decisions of the congress "are in line with the 
strategy of world socialism to build communism and socialism ever more successfully 
in a long-lasting period of peace and thus to give the cause of progress and peace 
a decisive superiority over the forces of imperialism and war." 


In his contribution headlined "The SED--lLeading Force in Improving Management and 
Planning," Guenter Mittag, Politburo member and Central Committee secretary, points 
out that the basic prerequisite for sucess "is a Marxist-Leninist policy which 
proceeds from the demands of socialien's objective economic laws and aims at 
putting into effect all of socialism's advantages and driving forces for the 
benefit of the people throughout the entire society." 


With "Reflections on the Eve of the Party Congress" Albert Norden, Politburo member 
and Central Committee secretary, confirms--proceeding from the experiences of his 
own life which is closely linked with the cause of the party--that the struggle of 
the German Communists for a socialist fatherland has been successful in the GDR. 


Harry Tisch, member and National Executive Committee chairman of the Free German 

Trade Union Federation (FDGB), emphasizes in his article, headlined "Party, State 
and Trade Unions," that "the close, trusting relations between the party and the 

trade unions are a cornerstone in all stages of the SED policy, which serves the 

benefit of the workers class and the entire people." 


Egon Krenz, Politburc candidate member and Central Council first secretary of the 
Free German Youth (FDJ), stresses in his article, headlined "FDJ Strength Through 
Party Guidance," that the history of our party and the history of the FDJ have un- 
equivocally proved that the interests of the youth are identical with those of 

the workers class. 


CSO: 2300/230-P 














GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


HONECKER REVIEWS EVOLUTION, TASKS OF SED 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 36 No 4/5, Apr-May 81 signed to press |) Mar 81 
pp 323-330 


[Lead article by Erich Honecker, SED general secretary; chairman, GDR Council of 
State: "The SED--Marxist-Leninist Vanguard of the Workers Class and All Working 
People") 


[Text] The path traveled for 35 years under the proved leadership 

of the SED is the road of victory of Marxism-Leninism on German soil. 
The security, consolidation and defense of the power of the workers 

and peasants--the guarantee for our successful advance and basis for 
the enormous accomplishments achieved for the benefit of men, in the 
struggle for peace and socialism. The high domestic and foreign 

policy demands in carrying on the implementation of the course of 

the main task in its unity of economic and social policy in the 1980's. 


The unification co .gress that merged the KPD and SPD into the SED took place 35 
years ago, in Apri 1946, in Berlin. It was an event of historic importance. By 
their symbolic han’ hake, Wilhelm Pieck and Otto Grotewohl, amidst tempestuous 
applause from the delegates, put their seal to the surmounting of the split of 
the German workers class and the establishing of its unity on a revolutionary 
foundation. That conformed to the lessons of history and the requirements of 
social progress. Through the unification congress the decisive step was taken 
toward the development of a purposeful and cohesive Marxist-Leninist party, in 
close affinity with the masses, which the workers class needs to fulfill its 
historic mission. 


Led by the SED, the workers class and the working peasantry in the GDR shattered 
forever the rule of the German haute bourgeo: sie and junkerdom which had unleashed 
two world wars in our century. An alliance was established of all democratic forces 
based on the united revolutionary working class. In an integrated revolutionary 
process, and through harsh confrontation with imperialist reaction and its ac- 
complices, the antifascist-democratic trensforung ica was brought to realization 
and the socialist revolution was led to victory. 


























We celebrate the 35th anuiversary of the SED shortly after the 10th party congress, 
which convincingly manifests that our party proves its worth as Marxist-Leninist 
vanguird of the workers class and all working people before history. For the good 
of men, in the struggle for peace and socialism, it has achieved enormous acconm- 
plishments in these three and a half decades. Under its leadership our people 

tr. orformed its existence fundamentally and, by opting for socialism, gave a 
different direction and true meaning to its life. Bringing the ideas of Kar] Marx 
and Friedrich Engels to realization in their native land, the dynamic and stable 
development of the GDR, the first worker-peasant state on German soil, means the 
culmination of the long and sacrificial struggle of the revolutionary German workers 
movement. Here we continue to shape the developed socialist society whereby we are 
laying the fundamental prerequisites for the gradual transition to communism. The 
GDR is building the new, socialist Germany. 


In those April days of 1946, a year after our people had been liberated by the 
victory of the Soviet Union and the other states of the anti-Hitler coalition over 
fascism, there arose, in the SED, the political force that was called upon and 
able to pilot the working masses into a new future. It embodies the traditions of 
the Communist League and of revolutionary German social democracy and carries on 
the work of the KPD and of the antifascist resistance struggle. Our party proves 
the heir to everything progressive in the history of the German people and carries 
on those compelling traditions. 


The SED is indissolubly tied to the CPSU’. It is a reliable component of the con- 
munist world movement and always meets its internationalist responsibility. In 
addressing the 26th CPSU Congress I once again underscored our fraternal action 
community with the party and land of Lenin. That party congress is brilliant 
evidence to the victoriousness of the cause of communism and its assured prospects. 
A mighty current emanating from it infuses the entire socialist community and 

the struggle for peace and socialism and for the peoples’ national and social 
liberation. Standing by the side of the CPSU and the USSR means being all the 
more successful in constructing socialism's in one's own country and contributing 
all the more to solving the vital problems mankind is faced with today. That is 
an experience that cannot be effaced from our party's 35-year history. 





The Crucial Fact: Seizure of Power 


The founding of the SED was a working class victory over imperialism, a triumph of 
Marxism-Leninism over opportunism. The class and mass interest in this unity con- 
formed with objective necessity, as expressed in the program document, "SED Princip- 
les and Goals." The unification congress resolutions adopted the ideas of the KPD 
Brussels and Bern conferences, the 11 June 1945 KPD appeal was extended, and account 
was taken of the experiences of the communist world movement, especially of the 
Soviet communists. SED strategy and tactics typically always proceed from the 
universal inevitabilities of the socialist revolution and of socialist construction 
which are creatively applied to the concrete conditions in our country. 


With a full approval from the delegates, Wilhelm Pieck declared before the unifica- 
tion congress: "The ‘principles and goals’ not only set down our party's final 
socialist goal but also show the path the workers class has to travel to that goal. 
[t is being explained there unmistakeably that the fundamental prerequisite for 
establishing the socialist society lies in the seizure of political power by the 
workers class."2 

















Furnished with this clear line, the workers class, led by the SED, in 1949 estab- 
lished the socialist worker-peasant state, the GDR, as a form of dictatorship of 

the proletariat. This state proved to be the most important instrument for elimin: . 
ting capitalist exploitation and suppression and creating the foundations of sociai- 
iam. We have never allowed anyone to encroach upon the power of the workers class. 
Even today the security, consolidation and defense of the power of the workers and 
peasants are and will remain the guarantee for our successful advance in shaping 

the developed socialist society. 


"The SED goal," as our first party program document put it, "is the liberation 

from any exploitation and suppression, from economic crises, poverty, unemployment 
and imperialist threats of war. This goal, solving our people's vital national 

and social problems, is attainable only through socialism."”’ That was of funda- 
mental importance. By a demarkation of principle from all non-Marxist ideas of 
socialism, Otto Grotewohl emphasized: "Never again must false illusions be allowed 
to be aroused in the workers class. Never again must some piece of socialism be 
praised and advertised that amounts to nothing but some social reform within the 
scope of the capitalist economy." 


The unity of he workers class and its revolutionary vanguard formed the basis for 
the further sevelopment of the broad alliance with the working peasants, the in- 
telligentsia and the urban middle-class strata. Through the democratic bloc of 
parties and mass organizations, the National Front, millions of citizens, most 
diverse in social origin and world-outlook, were activated for taking part in the 
work for the good of the people under working class leadership. Our country's 
citizens may take pride in saying of the GDR, their socialist fatherland, that it 
is their own work, the work of generations. 


There is every good reason to say, 35 years after the :mification congress, that 
the critics of the KPD-SPD merger in the spring of 1946 have been given the lie by 
history itself. Not to mention those who came up with their label "imposed unifica- 
tion" for the sole reason to disguise the fact that the coercive measures by the 
imperialist occupation powers and by German monopoly capital and its accomplices 

in what were then the western zones of occupation in Germany once again blocked 

the conscious workers' desire for unity. Since then the bourgeoisie has time and 
time again directed its sharpest attacks against this crucial workers class accom- 
plishment, its revolutionary party. Thereby the class enemy aims at socialism and 
at any social progress altogether. What he hates and fears most is a united, 
strong, cohesively operating Marxist-Leninist party. It provides us with all the 
more gratification to be able to say that the policy of our party has proved itself 
in life and the unity between the party and the people is more solid than ever. 


The SED is the acknowledged leading force in the successful construction of social- 
ism, in solving the many different tasks our country is facing domestically as well 
as in foreign policy. 


Theory Combined With Practice 


Without revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary movement, as Lenin has 
taught us.» At the same time it is important most closely to combine theory with 
practice. Marxism-Leninism, as one knows, is no compendium of ready-made recipes 











but a guide to creativity. The touchstone for the scientific character of party 
policy lies in its applicability to the concrete situation in answering the 
questions posed by life. The SED has always determined its general line in con- 
formity with that and has brought it to realization through trustful liaison with 
the workers class and all working people, relying on their confidence and strength. 
The social changes in the life of our people over the last 35 years prove this more 
convincingly than words alone could do go, 


Our party policy's scientific character and solidarity with the »asses find their 
expression especially in the course of the main task with its unity of economic 
and social policy. Since the eighth and ninth party congresses we have been 
bringing to realization the biggest social program thus far in the history of our 
people. It has set in motion the thus far broadest and deepest mass initiative 
for the all-round strengthening of our socialist GDR. SED policy, it turns out, 
conforms with the interests of all classes and strata and is of noticeable benefit 
to every individual. 


By means of the socialist planned economy, the GDR successfully maintains its 
place among the ten most efficient industrial countries in the world. A high 
material and cultural standard of living, an advanced state of education, a 
meaningful intellectual life, and social security and safety characterize our 
people. The more socialism develops, the more noticeably economic achievements 
are converted into social advances. That conforms with the meaning of socialism 
and proves what achievements a people is capable of that has been freed from 
capitalist exploitation and is led by a Marxist-Leninist workers class party. 


Our party, 35 years ago, had to concern itself with "providing work for all working 
people” and with “ensuring the vital needs of the broad popular masses in food, 
clothing, housing and heat."© The imperialist enemy, mainly in the FRG, scoffed 

at it and said the SED could not do it. But he, it turned out, was totally in- 
capable of properly assessing the strength of the united workers class. Through 
hard efforts and in constant confrontation with imperialism, our people has 
mastaed all difficulties and made possible the rise of the GDR to those heights 

of social progress on which it finds itself today. 


In view of the crisis, the massive unemployment, the increasing inflation, the 
social insecurity and subsistence anguish of millions and millions of working 
people in the capitalist countries, the superiority of the socialist social order 
is becoming more and more apparent. Only socialism can guarantee the working 
people security and safety, a steadily rising material and cultural standard of 
living, and clear prospects for the future. Among us, experience supports what 
people know, that they themselves, through their achievements, decide on how they 
live. That has a direct effect on their everyday activities. 


Following the Main Task 


Thanks to the achievements of the workers class and all working people, 1980 
brought the greatest eo. nomic total result ever achieved in the GDR. Our 
national income rose by 4.2 percent, industrial commodity production under the 
industrial ministries, by 5.4 percent. Labor productivity improvement brought in 
94 percent of our industrial growth. More than 90 percent of the increased labor 
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productivity in industry is due to the comprehensive use af science and technolvu,, 
data. What now matters is to combine still more effectively the advantages ot 
socialism with the results of scientific-technical progress to make possibe an 
improvement of labor productivity that far exceeds the degree we are accustomed to. 


The material-technical base of developed socialism has taken on further shape. The 
advantages of socialism have been used successfully for better coping with the 
qualitative factors of economic growth, especially with scientific-technical pr.) r 
That was called for by the requirements for the socioecono..ic development of our 
country, all the more so since the foreign economy conditions have markedly 
changed. 


The 1980's call for a strong improvement of economic efficiency in our country, 
fully under the aegis of socialist production intensification. Important prerequi- 
sites have been created for it. Our combines were set up and improved, and they 
play a key role in combining science with production. Essential inferences were 
drawn for the central management level. 


Changes in the production structure of the GDR were set in motion which are oriented 
to the needs of the future. Modcrn data processing, microelectronics, robot tech- 
nology and other progressiv: brancnes have been created, and they are soaring. Our 
energy economy reached a his)er level. Of special importance is that the new re- 
quirements more and more inic:w che thoughts and acts of the people. The mass 
movement in preparation of the 10th party congress was governed in its objective 

and its entire character by the needs for socialist intensification. 


Thus conditions were created systematically to achieve with greatest determination 
a higher level of the productive forces in the GDR. Economic development, mainly 

a growth in the national income, and the planned degree of economic efficiency al- 
together, are feasible only if we succeed in making extensive use of the most modern 
science and technology achievements. The ability of the economy in our country to 
conform to the needs of continuing social progress and the rank of our economy on 
the world markets depend on its products and procedures being based on advanced 
science and technology. Thereby we also meet the need to ensure a high economic 
growth over the long run while in fact energy and raw material resvurces remain the 
same. That is possible only if our production gets more highly refined through 
quality work and changes are made in its assortments and profile. 


We must not underestimate the great demands placed on management and planning and 
on the creative and strenuous work done in the combines and enterprises. Work re- 
sults of the past have created sound starting positions. Now the time has come to 
bring to realization the new quality of efficiency in our planned economy, in its 
full scope, which relies completely on scientific-technical progress. 


Our party is firmly resolved to continue with purpose the course of the main task. 
That conforms with the basic economic law of socialism under the conditions of the 
continued shaping of the developed socialist society in our country. In this, our 
housing construction program is and remains the core of our social policy. More 
than 169,220 apartments were newly built or modernized in 1980--82,440 more than 
in 1971. It demonstrates how realistic our objective is to solve the housing 
problem as a social problem by 1990. 




















we have all the necessary prerequisites for confronting the high demands of the 
1980's with success, Of inestimable value for it precisely also are our close 
fraternal iriendship and cooperation with the Soviet Union and the other coun- 
tries in the socialist community, Crucial importance attaches in particular to 
the CDR-USSR production specialization and cooperation program till 1990 on the 
hasis of which the plans of our two countries are being coordinated for the years 
1981 to 19865. In terms of the 1961 price level, deliveries agreed upon come to a4 
volume of 58 billion rubles. Compared with previous years, this is an increase of 
155.7 percent. Especially important for our country are the USSR promises of raw 
material deliveries. Their share in the total GDR imports from the Soviet Union 
amounts to more than one-third. And it is worth mentioning that in line with the 
price regulations in effect within CEMA we had to pay approximately only half for 
petroleum imports from the USSR in 1980 of what the petroleum corporations are 
asking. 


Safeguarding the Peace the Central Concern 


In the foreign policy field our party has in past years worked principlally for 
strengthening the socialist community and consolidating ite nity and cohesion. 
That is of fundamental importance to steadily adding to its weight and influence 
in the international arena. On that, after all, ultimately depends everything 
for the essential processes of our time, principally for the decision on the 
questions of war and peace. Peace is the supreme good of mankind. For us com- 
muniste there is no greater ideal than safeguarding peace, not only today and to- 
morrow but for the future of many generations. Peace shall eventually become the 
normal form of life among the peoples. 


Through the renewed peace initiative he announced at the 26th CPSU Congress, Comrade 
Leonid Brezhnev presented a magnificent and realistic action program on coping with 
those probleme which are most urgent at present. In an international situation 
perceptibly exacerbated by imperialism, especially by the most aggressive U.S. 
circles, the world once again hears from Moscow the voice of peace and reason, 

and of the willingness and call for constructive steps on behalf of detente, the 
ending of the arms race and disarmament. I declared at the 26th party congress in 
the name of the SED and the GDR people that we wholeheartedly support this Soviet 
initiative. 


From the very outset our party policy has been aimed at sparing the peoples the 
danger of another world war, especially a nuclear one, whereby to achieve a per- 
manent preservation of peace, and not only in Europe. We have done a lot that was 
constructive about it which has contributed to having our continent experienc ing 
the longest period of peace thus far in our century. On the side of our Warsaw 
Pact alliance partners and their socialist military coalition, the GDR is doing 411 
it can to see to it that the 1980's also will produce positive results for the 
benefit of detente. The main point is resolutely turning toward disarmament. 
Those who favor confrontation policy and seek to alter the military equilibrium in 
favor of imperialism must and will get their proper rebuke. In concert with the 
other states in the socialist community, our republic resolutely advocates the 
cause of peace. which includes the protection and defense of our revolutionary 
achievements at all times. 


























NATO's mobiligation policy, especially its Brussels missile resolution, directly 
contradict the interests of the peoples. That places increasing burdens on them 
and constantly tnereases the danger of sliding into the abyas of a nuclear wor.d 
wit. Anyone who has eyes to see and braine to think will realize that the threat 
to humanity emanates from imperialism and ite adventurous policy. “From the East" 
comes the offer for concrete accords on supplementing political by military detente 
and come such unilateral headstart achievements as, for example, the withdrawal of 
20,000 Soviet soldiers, 1,000 tanks and other military equipment from the GDR. 


There is no acceptable alternative to the peaceful coexistence among states w.th 
diifering social orders. In this sense the GDR keeps secking further advances 

and secks developing its relations with the capitalist states, the FRG included. 
The set of European treaties and the Final Act of Helsinki have proved themselve . 
sound foundations for shaping such relations, with a strict respect for sovereignty, 
independence, territorial integrity and the nonintervention principle being of 
special importance. By revanchist doctrines alleging the "continued existence of 
the German Reich within the 1937 borders" and by unreal notions and constructs in 
violation of international law, which the FRG keeps resorting to, they only knock 
their heads against a wall of facts. 


Europe must live in peace forever. It must not come to the point that the war- 
peace-war cycle, which finally could be broken by way of detente, gets started 
again. Talking about peace is not enough. Facts is what counts. That is the 
moasure set by life itself. Any statesman has to stand up to it. 


Our Party Kept Developing By Itself 


Reviewing the time since the founding of the SED makes clear the great development 
our party iteelf has gone through. In all phases of its struggle it has met its 
responsibility as the leading force in society. This confirms that the growing 
demands placed on the leadership of the party keep asking for a higher and higher 
level of its ideological work. And we act accordingly. 


As trought out impressively by the party elections, our party has further stabilized 
politically, ideologically and organizationally. It belongs to the people and it 
serves the people. 





At present, workers make up 57.6 percent of the party membership. That has placed 
the highest proportion of workers in our ranks since the SED was founded. Based 

on firm class positions, the more than 2.1 million communists, organized within 
78,677 basic organizations, are doing exemplary work for further consolidating our 
worker-peasant power, for securing the peace and enhancing the GDR's defense capa- 
city. Our party, in conformity with its alliance policy, constantly reinforces the 
confident cooperation with the other friendly parties and mass organizations, in 
particular with the FDGB and the FDJ. 


In the sense of democratic centralism the basic organizations are working hard on 
rigorously implementing the party resolutions and their own objectives and commit- 
ments in their campaign programs. And they abide by the principle that it i: a 
matter of revolutionary honor to keep one's word. They act according to the prin- 
ciple that wherever there is a comrade, there is the party. The basic organizations 











hive noticeably gained in fighting strength and masse influence, More and more do 
they appear as uniformly acting fighting collectives and develop more strongly as 
contera for high political activity and confident relations with the working people. 


The SED today has an army of prudent, tried and tested cadres who have proven them- 
selves in the etruygle, are loyal to the workers clase and closely affiliated with 
the people, In great expertise, political far-sightedness and firmness in prin- 
ciples, they are doing disciplined work for the further shaping of the developed 
socialist soctety in the GDR, Their political maturity is of crucial importance 
for the realization of our goals. 


The composition of the new executives elected in the party elections atteste to 
the high educational statue of the party cadres. The 2,578 members elected into 
the kreis management secretariats, for ineatance, all have graduated from universi- 
Lies or technical achoole., Of them, 83.4 percent attended party schools. The 
political and technical skills of basic organization secretaries also have gone up 
further, Of them, 80.4 percent graduated from a party achool and 64.5 percent, 
from a university or technical school. 


Our party has always regarded as an important task to familiarize all members and 
candidates thoroughly and systematically with Marxiem-Leniniem and promote their 
akille in conveying our revolutionary ideas to the workers class and all working 
people. The party school year we have been conducting for decades has slways made 
4 considerable contribution to that. Marxist-Leninist cadre training and advanced 
training is served by a tried and tested system of party educational institut ons, 
from the kreia and enterprise schools in Marxiem-Leninism all the way to the .arl 
Marx Party College under the SED Central Committee. 


Our party has done comprehensive theoretical, political-ideological and organiza- 
tional work in direct preparation of the 10th party congress. Doing so it gathere 
not the least during the party elections, new experiences of struggle and is in 
good shape for the 1980's. 


The path that the SED has traveled for 35 years is at the same time the road of 
victory for our Marxist-Leninist theory on German soil. Our struggle has never been 
easy, but our party has never shrunk from difficulties. It has always faced them 
and mastered them with the strength of ite great collective, in close affinity with 
the masses. With this knowledge and the firm conviction that in socialism we have 
all advantages and the potentials to cope also with future demands, we will tackle 
the tasks which the 10th party congress will adopt. 


1. Cf. “Programm der Sozialistiechen Einheitspartei Deutschiands," Dietz publishing 
house, Berlin, 1976, p 6. 


2. “Protokol! des Vereiningungsparteitages der SPD und KPD" (SPD-KPD Unification 
Congreas Proceedings), JHW Dietz Successors publishing house, Berlin, 1946, p 85. 


3. Ibid., PP 177-178. 


Ibid., p 142. 


5. Of. Ve I. Lenin, “What Is To Be Done?” "Werke" (Works), Vol 5, Dietz publishing 
house, Berlin, 1955, p 379. 
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». “Protokoll . . .," op. cit., p 176. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC: 


AXEN ANALYZES RESULTS, IMPACT OF 261TH CPSU CONGRESS 


Kast Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 36 1) 4/5, Apr-May 61 signed to press 13 Mar 81 
pp 331-339 


[Article by Hermann Axen, SED Politburo member and Central Committee secretary for 
international relations: "An Event of Global Significance--On the Resulte of the 
26th CPSU Congress") 


{Text] The historic range of the 26th CPSU Congress resolutions 
adopted with a view to the qualitatively higher demands and re- 
quirements of the 1960's and thereafter on the implementation of 
two interconnected basic tasks in Lenin's party and country: 
establishing the coamunist society and safeguarding peace. The 
mighty impulse emanating from the party congress for consolida- 
ting the unity of action of all revolutionary forces in the 
world. The GDR's cooperation with the USSR embracing all domains 
of public life and the higher level of unity and of the fighting 
alliance between the SED and the CPSU. 


On 3 March 1981, the 26th congress of the CPSU, the highest forum of Lenin's party, 

completed its work. In the Congress Palace of Moscow's Kremlin, 5,000 delegates to 

the party congress and member. of 123 foreign delegations, the SED delegation among 

them, rose and sang the "Internationale," this magnificent hymn of the revolutionary 
workers movement. All of us participants in this event were inspired and united by 

the awareness of the world historic importance of this 26th CPSU Congress. 


The 26th CPSU Congress holds an especially important place among all the party 
congresses of Lenin's party. It adopted resolutions of historic range on the im- 
plementation of two interconnected basic tasks of the CPSU, for establishing the 
communist society and safeguarding peace, with a view to the qualitatively higher 
tasks and demands of the 1980's and thereafter. In t«rms of principle and con- 
cretely, the solutions for the newly matured enormous tasks in the struggl ‘or 
communism and peace were set down in a creative, Leninist spirit: 


Proceeding from a profound analysis of the Soviet Union's state 9f development, the 
next stretch of the track in the further advance of the developed socialist society 
toward communism was theoretically elaborated and practically determined. The 
starting point and end goal of the CPSU's economic and social strategy ‘3 and 
remains the program demand: everything for man, for the benefit of man! 
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Based on a clear assessment of all fundamental problems in international develop- 
ment, the party congress announced a new peace initiative of global significance. 

At a time when the most aggressive imperialist circies seek to spread their hysteria 
of arms race and war preparations, there sounds from Moscow, bearing the whole 
authority and weight of the Soviet Union, this appeal for peace, reason and 
circumspection. 


The indissoluble connection of these two basic tasks, impressively worked out in 

the concluding speech of Comrade Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev, genera] secretary of the 
CPSU Central Committee, expresses what is essential in the social nature of social- 
ist society, i.e inherent real humanism and its historic superiority over capitalisn. 


Inspiring Prospects for the Development of Soviet Society 


The 26th CPSU Congress wil) enter history as a party congress on the further per- 
fecting and all-round auvance of the developed socialist society, this indispensable, 
inevitable and lengthy time period in the forming of the communist society. As 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev affirmed in his CPSU Central Committee status report, 

caring for the well-being of the people is an objective inevitabiiity receiving 

ever increasing dimensions in the developed socialist society, in the construction 
of the material-technical base of communism. It proves a decisive condition for 

the realization of the communist ideals. 


The successes in the diligent work of millions of Soviet working people made it 
possible for the party congress to adopt a comprehensive and complex program on 
improving the standard of living for the new decade which embraces all important 
areas--individual and public consumption, housing, education, culture and sports, 
health and recreation. [mportant guidelines and components of this program are 

a faster rate of development for the production of consumer goods than for the 
production of means of production; higher consumption allocations out of the 
national income; further increase of wage labor and income, especially a rise in 
minimum wages and a faster income growth for kolkhoz farmers; increased benefits 
from social consumpticn funds to roughly 500 rubles per person annually; the pre- 
paration and purposeful implementation of long-range foodstuff and consumer goods 
programs, which will fundamentally improve public supplies; an increased turnover 
of commodities in the llth Five-Year Plan by from 22 to 25 percent; an effective 
continuation of the largest housing construction program in the world; improvements 
in services everywhere; higher pensions and social benefits and a further improve- 
ment in the standard of living for war and labor veterans; much better health care; 
and a whole complex of measures to help families, mothers and children and young 
married couples. 


Comrade L. I. Brezhnev made the point at the party congress that in connection with 
the stobly and dynanically developing economy the whole system of social relations 
and the socialist wa), of life are going to improve further. The party congress 
explained that in the superstructure of Soviet society important qualitative ad- 
vances are going to be made in terms of the formation of a social homogeneity of 
the Soviet people. The new and significant changes in the nature of labor, con- 
cerning the activities of the workers as well as of the kolxhoz farmers and the 
intelligentsia, will lead to further rapprochement by other social classes and 
strata to the iiceology, goals and ethics of the workers class. The soaring of 

the productive forces and changes in the character of labor are going to reinforce 

»rocess of surmounting the essential urban-rural differences. 
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Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's status report as well as the discussion speeches by man) 
delegates gave vivid evidence to the ever increasing development of socialist demo - 
cracy, the continuing rapprochement among nations and nationalities, the strong 
formation of socialist patriotism and proletarian internationalism, and of the 
socialist way of life, culture and ethics. From the results and tendencies of 
social development in the USSR the 26th party congress drew the significant con- 
clusion that the formation of classless society would primarily take place 

within the historic framework of mature socialism. 


The program for the economic and social development of the USSR, 1985-1990, turrs 
out to be another mishty piece of evidence that real socialism, with respect to 
what has been practically achieved as well as to the grandiose criteria for its 
further social advance, clearly is the social system that is superior to capita’ ism 
while it is ever more comprehensively and speedily extending this historic super- 
fority it has. 


Resolute Transition to the Intensification of the Economy 


L. I. S3rezhnev in his status report called the "resolute transition to primarily 
intensive factors in economic development--focusing on improving the efficiency 

and quality of all labor" the crucial step in implementing the general line of the 
26th CPSU Congress. Eminent importance attaches to this traneition toward intensive 
economic growth, being not only the chief interconnecting link in further economic 
development but in the entice social development of the Soviet land rs well. 


Comrade N. A. Tikhonov compared this task, in terms of its historic importance and 
effects, with as crucial a transformation as that of socialist industrialization, 
which altered the face of the USSR from the bottom up. The nations know from their 
own experience how far-reaching the effects of the USSR's socialist industrializa- 
tion on the international power ratio have been. 


The course and goal of this intensive economic development were ‘efined accurately 
in the main task for the llth Five-Year Plan adopted by the 26th party congress: 
"The main task for the llth Five-Year Plan consists of ensuring the further growth 
of the Soviet people's well-being on the basis of stable and dynamic economic de- 
velopment, the acceleration of scientific-technical progress, the converting of the 
economy to an intensive course of development, a more rational use oi the country's 
production potential, the most thrifty hendling of all resources, and tae improvement 
of the quality of labor." 


A soli. roundation for the continued implementation of the main task lies in the 
enormous economic potential and its higher qualitative level, created by the 
Soviet society through strenuous efforts. National income in the years of the 10th 
Five-Year Plan rose by a total of R 400 billion, industrial produciion, by R 717 
billion. The real income of the population in that period rose by 17 percent, and 
circa 10 million new dwelling units were brilt. 


The party congress paid high tribute to the great advances made by Soviet society 
Curing the 10th Five-Year Plan. At the same time it pointed out how complicaced 
the new tasks were and disclosed still existing inadequacies and defects. 
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The conversion of the USSR economy to intensive development, to be undertaken in 
the 1980's, is a process that revolutionizes all domains of public life. General 
and specific conditions lend objective necessity to it. The first and foremost of 
these conditions is the need, tied in with communist construction, to ever better 
satiafy the constantly growing material and cultural needs of the Soviet people. 


The changeover to intensive economic development furthermore follows from the high 
level attained in the productive forces of the USSR and the requirements of the 
scientific-technical revolution. A rigorous changeover to intensification in the 
USSR also increasingly provides for the ways and means to extract, long-range, the 
enormous resources in the east and the high north. Concrete information given by 
the Siberian delegates at the party congress about the literally gigantic resources 
of their homeland demonstrated to all domestic and foreign participants that this 
bold program will create a raw material base that is adequate to communist society. 


Apart from these fundamental objective factors in social development there are a 
number of other specific conditions aggravating this economic development. Man- 
power increments are in decline. Opening up new raw material and fuel deposits in 
the eastern and northern parts of the country is becoming more and more costly. 
Environmental protection becomes more and more expensive. Many enterprises heve 
to be reconstructed all the way. In this context the party congress underscored 
the urgency of a comprehensive and rigorous modernization of the transportation 
system, of machine construction and of the communication systen. 


The more complicated conditions--as Comrade L. I. Brezhnev pointed out in his status 
report--also were affected "by the worsening world economic situation and the 
galopping inflation. The trake put on the detente process and the arms race in- 
posed by imperialism also are a by no means minor burden on us." We deem it our 
duty to add to this: the Soviet people has performed and is performing not only 

the greatest pioneering deeds in the struggle for progress and peace but has also 
suffered the greatest sacrifices for them. The 123 delegations from all continents 
have unanimously confirmed that no other people on the earth has shown as such 
internationalist solidarity as the land of the Great October. 


Solely the Soviet Union, the most advanced and powerful socialist country, can 
tackle such enormous tasks, which decide about the future, all at once. Karl Marx 
had, way back, proven scientifically that the elimination of capitalist production 
relations would burst the fetters on unconstrained productive force development. 
Ever more freely are unfolding the creative capabilities of the socialistically 
thinking and working people, liberated from capitalist exploitation, who form the 
most important productive force. These are the preconditions for successfully 
coping with all objective challenges connected with the social and scientific- 
technical revolution at a global scale. 


The 26th congress worked out the concrete conclusions on how the requirements of the 
scientific-technical revolution are to be combined ever more rapidly and effectively 
with the advantages of socialism. The outstanding achievements of Soviet science 
were analyzed in Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's status report and in speeches by the 
delegates, e.g., that of the president of the USSR Academy of Sciences, Comrade 

A. P. Aleksandrov. While paying proper tribute to the brilliant achievements of 
Soviet scholars, engineers, technicians and workers, the 26th party congress, how- 
ever, left no doubt that for more rapidly transforming science into productive force 
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an interaction between basic research and applied resvarch and production, a much 
faster carry-over of science data into practice, must find more general acceptance 
as the crucial measure. 


Comrade L. I. Brezhnev called for a higher level of economic management and planning 
as a precondition for the changeover to the intensification of the economy. "All 
that must be done away with which makes the process that introduces this innova'i. 
difficult, slow and painful. Production must be vividly interested in faster a: 
better applying in practice the fruits of thoughts and effurts by the scientists 
and designers. Solving this task of course is a difficult matter that asks for | 
break with obsolescent habits and parameters." 


As far as that goes, the 26th party congress then also called for a far-reaching 
change in the working methods of the state organs, mainly the State Planning Com- 
mission, the ministries and all economic management bodies. 


The party-minded frankness and lucidity in which these problems were discussed at 
the party congress guarantee that the CPSU, with the revolutionary strength and 
determination characteristic of it, will accomplish the higher quality needed for 
the ideological-political and economic activity of the party, the state and the 
economy. 


For Safeguarding Peace and Strengthening the Positions of World Socialism, of the 
International Communist Movement and of All Revolutionary Forces 


“The 26th CPSU Congress convincingly proves," Comrade Erich Honecker declared in 
his address, "that the USSR is resolutely continuing its foreign policy, a truly 
humanistic one, based on the peace program of the 24th and 25th party congresses. "2 


The party congress drew concrete inferences from the main processes in international 
development--the growing strength of the Soviet Union and of the socialist com- 
munity, the new victories in the peoples' liberation struggle, the narrowing of the 
imperialist sphere of supremacy, and the increasing aggressiveness and «: nfronta- 
tion policy of certain imperialist circles. 


The Soviet communists emphatically advocated a still closer union of the countries 
in the socialist community, further support for the iiberated states’ anti-imperi- 
alist struggle, and consolidating the international communist movement. 


The party congress recommendations and guidelines on international politics, and 
for the struggle to safeguard peace and oppose the mobilization of arms, supply a 
concrete answer for those who incite war and nuclear catastrophe. With all its 
might the Soviet Union underlines that it advocates a thorough recovery of the 
international situation as the only reasonable alternative. The Soviet Union's 
proposals are apt to preserve everything that was positive in what was accomplished 
in the 1970's and to creating the preconditions for taming the arms race and 
giving new life to the detente policy. 


Tae chief foreign policy goal of the Soviet Union continues to be the preservation 
and safeguarding of peace. The Soviet people, as Comrade Brezhnev remarked in his 
concluding speech, not only has the desire and political will for it, "but also a 
precise and accurate program." 


16 








This program, its concrece expression being the new and far-reaching peace initia- 
tives and proposals, is of a comprehensive character. It deals with political as 
well as military detente, with nuclear as well as conventional weapons, with ground, 
air and naval forces. It embraces all important regions witi: international tension-- 
Europe and the Near and Middle East, the Far East and the Indian Ocean. It touches 
on ‘the most complicated international problems and the most dangerous conflict situa- 
tions. It discussses diplomatic steps and negotiations as well as new actions taken 
by the social forces, the popular masses. The Soviet Union's peace initiatives are 
realistic in form and content, acceptable to all and understandable even fo people 
less interested in politics. They pick up a number of ideas and suggestions of 
capitalist states. They present to the world the real possibility to turn down 

the confrontation course and the dangers of thermonuclear war and give a new life 

to political and military detente. 


For this reason, this peace program for the 1980's meets with an extremely broad 
positive response from all people in the world who are interested in peace, security 
and detente. The confrontation course whips are more and more being placed in the 
defensive, and in rage. 


The Soviet Union's readiness for active dialogue on all levels--especially also with 
the new U.S. Administration--naturally is based on the irrevocable premise that no 
one shall ve allowed to reach military superiority and conduct negotiations from a 
position of strength. 


"The communists and all citizens of the GDR wholeheartedly support the new great 
initiative for the safeguarding of peace," Comrade Erich Honecker stated amidst the 
strong applause from the party congress delegates.” That support finds its concrete 
expression in the GDR's resolve to fulfill in honors and undcr any conditions its 
task as the cornerstone of socialism and peace on its border with the imperialist 
FRG, on the dividing line between NATO and the Warsaw Pact states. 


The 26th party congress has documented that the unanimity of principle in the po- 
sitions by the countries of the socialist community on all big problems in socio- 
economic development and international politics has further solidified. The course 
and outcome of the party congress are deeply pervaded with the truth, confirmed a 
thousand times, that the strength of the socialist community of states. the guarantee 
for its successes, in their unity and cohesiveness, relies on the time-tested prin- 
ciples of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism. 


Comrade Brezhnev said it was very important that deep mutual understanding, trust 
and agreement existed among our party executives. That is reflected by the meetings 
between the leaders of our parties and by the broad and manifold cooperation among 
the fraternal parties, from regular meetings of central committee secretaries to 
the contacts and ties among party organizations in numerous enterprises. This ac- 
cord also is reflected by the Warsaw Pact and CEMA activities. 


Proceeding from the urgent need to find still more comprehensive joint solutions 
for the main problems in the socialist countries’ economic development, the party 
congress recommended supplementing the plan coordination by correlating all eco- 
nomic policy and further adjusting the structures of the economic mechanisms with 
one another. The CPSU advocates turning the 1980's into a period of intensive co- 
operation among the socialist countries in production, science and technology. The 
fraternal Soviet party thinks the time has come to discuss the great new problems 
in the fraternal countries’ joint economic strategy and policy at a conference of 
their leading representatives. 17 














Au important task llea in paying careful attention to one another and in making « 
practical use of the rich experiences of the fraternal countries. It greatly honore. 
our own party and all citizens of our republic that the CPSU central committee s!* 
report made a apecial point of the GDR's fine experiences with the socialist ration 
ilizgatlon of production, with saving energy, raw materials and working materials, 

as being important for the entire socialist community. 


The Soviet communists corroborated their firm solidarity with the fraternal Pol.) 
party in securing the socialist development in Poland against the attacks from cour 
terrevolutionary forces. As the most important lesson to be drawn from the dev ir. 
ment in Poland, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev formulated the following: "Where mistakes 
and misconceptions in domestic policy are added to the subversive activities of 
imperialism, the ground is laid for activating elements hostile to socialiem."® 


The 26th congress, showing the broadest international attendance thus far of any 
CPSU congresses with its 123 delegations from communist ard workers parties and 
other revolutionary parties, turned into an inspiring manifestation of the affinity 
of the communists and all revolutionary forces with the CPSU, the strongest and 
most experienced segment of the international communist movement, the pioneer of 
social progress, the chief bastion of world peace. The deputies welcomed all 
foreign delegates in the traditional internationalist spirit of Lenin's party. 


The ranks of the communist movement have grown still stronger; its influence on the 
masses has solidified. Comrade Brezhnev pointed to the complicated and manifold 
tasks facing the communists today who under the most different conditions are 
fighting for the communist ideals. While recalling Lenin's thesis of how imperative 
it is to pay attention to national specifics, to the variety in the roads to social- 
ism, he placed what unites us in the foreground, the communists’ joint and 
resolute struggle for peace and against aggressive imperialist policy. He paid 
tribute there also to the 1976 Berlin conference of the communist and workers 
parties of Europe and to the 1980 Paris conference as factors that have strengthened 
the communist movement's unity of action. 


The party congress itself lent new mighty impulses to producing and fortifying our 
united action on the basis of socialism's peace strategy. 


Rhw 26th CPSU Congress confirmed once again the close alliance between socialism 

and the national liberation movement. The numerous delegations of national-demo- 
cratic and revolutionary parties and movements familiarized themselves with the 
experiences of Lenin's party ind in turn reported about the struggle of their peoples 
for national and social liberation, for peace and social progress. Thereby the 

party congress made an important contribution to uniting the main revolutionary 
currents of our times. 


The CPSU's Growing Leadership Role 


The course and outcome of the party congress convincingly demonstrated the greater 
leadership role of the CPSU in advancing Soviet society. Today the party is a 
"strong, healthy, ripe collective," as Comrade Brezhnev put it in his concluding 
speech. 
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fie CPSU has 17,480,000 members, of whom 1.8 million were admitted since the 25th 
party congresa, and 59 percent of these new members are workers. The party makes 
extremely high demands on the communists' political, technical and moral qualifica- 
tions, It demands a sense of responsibility from them and discipline in proving 
that they reatleasly seek for and side with innovations and show initiative 
overywhere and in everything. The party congress characterized the work with the 
people and the supervision of resolution implementation as essential for party 
leadership activity. The status report draws the inference that higher demands 
should be made on ideological-educational work and on responding with clearness 
of principle and with empathy to all questions people ask and to deal a decisive 
rebuke to any slander of socialism. In his concluding speech, Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev announced: "The parcy's strength resides in its unity with the people! 
The people's strength lies in its unity with the party, in the leadership by the 
party! 


Proceeding from the enormous changes in the development of the Soviet Union and in 
the international field throughout the last 20 years, and from the experiences and 
insights gained during that period, the party congress decided that a new version 
of the party program is to be presented and promulgated at the 27th party congress. 
Tha’ will be another contribution to enriching the treasure of Marxism-Leninism. 


Strengthening the Fraternal Alliance With Lenin's Party and Land 


Since its founding the GDR has been fraternally affiliated with the Soviet Union. 
In all domains of public life, comprehensive and fruitful cooperation has de- 
veloped. Examples are the intertwining of our two countries’ economies, the 
enormous foreign trade volume of more than R 58 billion (computed in terms of 1981 
prices) in the current Five-Year Plan, and the long-term production specialization 
and cooperation program till 1990. The centerpiece of this alliance lies in the 
close, comradely and trustful cooperation between our two parties, the SED and the 
CPSU. 


The attendance of the SED delegation headed by SED Central Committee General Secre- 
tary Comrade Erich Honecker at the 26th party congress has deepened this fighting 
community between the SED and the CPSU. The delegates to the 26th CPSU Congress 
received Comrade Erich Honecker's address with great cordiality. Long-lasting 
tempestuous applause broke out when he said: “Our parties, states and peoples have 
become reliable allies and comrads-in-arms and friends. This fraternal alliance 

is the foundation of our successes. This has been so, is so and will alwa_s be so."! 


Of crucial importance tc preparing and conducting our own 10th party congress is the 
full conformity between the general line of the 26th CPSU Congress and the general 
line of our party for the continued shaping of the developed socialist society and 
for creating basic prerequisites for the gradual transition to communism, and in 
particular the conformity of the main task as formulated by our eighth and ninth 
party congresses and the economic strategy and international policy of our party and 
state. The decisions of the 26th party congress are in line with the strategy of 
world sucialism to build communism and socialism ever more successfully in a long- 
lasting period of peace and thus to give the cause of progress and peace a decisive 
superiority over the forces of imperialism and war. 




















The talks Comrade Erich Honcker held with Comrade 1. I. Brezhnev and Comrade N, A. 
Tikhonov also were pervaded with such complete identity of views. The spirit of 
unity and friendship imbued all the cordial and unforgettable encounters and 
mectings between our delegation and the Soviet citizens in Moscow and in the city 
and surroundings of Leningrad. 


There is every good reason to say that with the 76th party congress the unity ani 
fighting alliance between the SED and the CPSU also reache” a higher plain. 


A study of the documents of the 26th party congress and of the rich experiences a. 
conclusions of our Soviet fraternal party, which all communists and working peop.ie 
of the GDR are called upon to engage in, inspires new ideas and deeds in preparition 
of the 10th SED Congress and the implementation of its far-reaching decisions. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


TISCH ON TRADE UNIONS' ‘GROWING AUTHORITY' IN SED-FDGB RELATIONS 
West German Commentary 
Bonn [WE-TAGESDIENST in German No 54, 7 Apr 81 pp 1-2 


[Report from Berlin: "SED Reproaches West Over Poland: Polemics Against Free 
Trade Unions and Against Any Opposition." A translation of the East Berlin EINHEIT 
article cited below follows this commentary] 


[Excerpt] In another article, EINHEIT (No 4/5, 1981) emphatically opposed the 
establishing of free trade unions like the Polish "Solidarity" in socialist states, 
evoking Lenin who had led an "implacable struggle" against anyone "propagating 
views hostile to socialiem in the trade union question." He had even in his time 
harshly taken to task anyone "advocating the so-called free trade unions--trade 
unions, i.e., whose ‘'freedom' and ‘independence’ were to consist in their neither 
bearing any responsibility nor developing any initiatives for the fulfillment of 
the overall secial tasks and for the construction of socialism and communisn." 

This basic issue at present also stood "in the center of the eager efforts by 
reaction to return to the agenda the slogan of 'free' trade unions, ‘independent’ 
of the working class party and the proletarian state." EINHEIT alleged that the 
worry about the freedom and independence of the trade union in socialist countries 
was put forth by those forces "which in places where they have the power could not 
guarantee the workers the most elemental human rights, such as the right to work." 
In the GDR, on the other hand, there was nothing that could be decided without also 
listening to the trade unions. Sure enough, “problems do occur" in the cooper- 
ation with the government, the state organsand the enterprises but they were 

being "settled for the benefit of the workers class and all working people." 


GDR Trade Union Chief's Discussion 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 36 No 4/5, Apr-May 81 signed to press 13 Mar 81 
pp 354-361 


{Article by Harry Tisch, member, SED Politburo; chairman, National Executive Com- 
mittee, Free German Trade Union Federation (FDGB): "Party, State and Trade Unions") 


[Text] The close, trusting relations between the party and the 
trade unions are a cornerstone of the political power of the 
workers and peasants. They let themselves be guided by the 
thought that permanent results in the representation of trade 
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union interests are possible only when everyday tasks are indis- 
solubly combined with the struggle for socialism, state power 
lies firmly in the hands of the workers and farmers and the 
leadership role of the woking cless party is made to prevail 
in the trade unions. On that basis our trade unions in the 
socialist GDR find the greatest field of action known in the 
history of the German workers movement and have they been able 
fully to represent their interests on behalf of the working 
people. 


When the 10th SED Congress wae summoned, the trade unions, in the name of their 
nearly 9 million members, gave this affirmative answer: "The FDGB will take part 
with all its strength in the extensive preparations for the 10th party congress. 

For every unionist it is a matter of honor to act in accordance with the principle: 
‘Everything for the 10th party congress! Everything for the good of the people! '"! 
The focal point for us has been to reaffirm through the results of trade union work 
the fighting community between the SED and the FDGB and to strengthen the GDR in 
every way through having every unionist fulfill his demanding tasks. Throughout a 
truly historic process the FDGB has turned into such an active and influential force 
that deliberately helps shape our society. 


The close, trusting relations between the party and the trade unions are a corner- 
stone of the political power of the workers and peasants in our country in all 
stages of the SED policy, which serves the benefit of the workers class and the 
entire people. It was entirely in that sense that Comrade Erich Honecker, general 
secretary of the SED Central Committee and chairman of the GDR Council of State, 
affirmed in his speech before the bezirk activists in Gera: "Our party knows the 
FDGB, the millions of trade unionists, constitutes an enormous power, and our trade 
unions are genuine schoo’s of socialism." 


The fighting alliance between the party and the trade unions is rooted in the class 
struggles of the German workers movement, takes account of the lessons of the past, 
and has counted among the great political impulses of the successful path of the GDR 
from the time that it was founded to this day. Thereby ovr party brings to realiza- 
tion an essential aspect of Ernst Thaelmann's legacy. He regarded the KPD's trade 
union policy as the most important question of its mass policy because it controls 
the relationship of the party to the masses. 





The founding of the SED in April 1946 met with the elemental needs and interests 

of the workers class and the FDGB that had just been created. At the unification 
congress Wilhelm Pieck declared that the unification of the two workers parties 
would more than ever also consolidate the unity of the trade unions 5 thereby 
make their struggle for the benefit of the workers class successful.’ That unifica- 
tion congress and the SED's development into a Marxist-Leninist party also formed 
the starting point for generating qualitatively new relations between the SED and 
the FDCB. In par icular, the SED's Marxist-Leninist trade union policy was an 
ersentiol basis for the FDGB's being able to make decisions of historic scope at 

its third congress in 1950. For the first time in the history of the German workers 
movement, the trade unions declared their goal to be the establishing of a socialist 
society. That logically implied an allegiance to the world-outlook of the workers 
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class, Marxism-Leninism, and to recognising the leading role of the party of the 
workers clase, the SED, Affirmed was the friendship with the Soviet Union and so 
was the loyalty to the principles of proletarian internationaliem. The trade unions’ 
degree of political-ideological maturity also was reflected by the position the 
congress took on the founding of the GDR. It was defined as a state that embodies 
the power of the workers class and through ite policy works for peace, democracy 

and the well-being of the workers class. 


These unequivocal positions on our sociopolitical outlook and on the first worker- 
peasant state on German soil confirm that the revolutionary continuity of the re- 
lations between the workers class party and the trade unions in the GDR found ite 
most comprehensive expression in their joint victorious struggle for rendering 
imperialism and militariem impotent and for conquering state power and constructing 
the socialist society. 


The more than 100-year history of the revolutionary German workers movement had not 
been unpreblgmatic until then. Through tough and often complicated conflicts it had 
alwo been necessary to settle fundamental problems of principle in the trade unions. 
The conflict about the trade unions and their relationship with the revolutionary 
party also reflect through all periods in the history of the workers movement--and 
especially since it entered the era of imperialism and of the proletarian revolu- 
tions--the struggle between scientific socialism and opportunism. By applying the 
doctrines of Marx and Engels, Lenin, through his doctrine on a new type of party, 
also created the principles for a new quality of relationship between party and 
trade unions. In confrontation with bourgeois ideology and its appearance in an 
opportunistic garb within the workere movement, he showed: "The class interests of 
the bourgeoisie inevitably lead to the desire to confine the trade unions to 
closely limited petty efforts on the ground of the existing order and to keep them 
apart from any contact with socioiion, and the neutrality theory is the ideological 
garb of such bourgeois desires. 


As is well known, there was no lack of enemy attempts among us either after 1945 

to drive a wedge between the workers class party and the FDGB. Struggling against 
the “neutrality” notion about the trade unions, the SED members in the trade unions 
did much indoctrinating. The main thing that mattered was to make perfectly clear 
that permanent results in trade union representation of interests where possible 
only when everyday tasks were indissolubly combined with the struggle for socialisa, 
state power was firmly in the hands of the workers and farmers, and the leadership 
role of the workers class party was made to prevail in the trade unions. This 
ripening process of the trade unions as an active force, deliberately shaping so- 
ciety on the basis of our party policy, went hand in hand with the assumption of 
political and economic tasks that were completely new in the history of the German 
trade union movement. Thus, in the struggle for making social progress prevail, 
and especially also through their own positive experiences the working people ‘n 
the trade unions had gathered since the founding of the SED and through the ia- 
plementation of party policy, it was possible to overcome the anti-labor theory on 
trade union neutrality. In its outcome, not only was the irrevocable and indestruc- 
tible foundation of the firm relationship of trust between our party and the trade 
unions vested as a crucial capacity within our workers and farmers power, the 

unity and cohesiveness of the FDGB and of its industrial unions and labor unions 
also solidified. So the FDGB also represented a strong social force in terus of 
organization. 
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The program pronouncements of the Third FDGB Congress manifest the deciniy. 
sons learned from the past history of the German trade union movement, = fiveo 
tions adopted about end and means determined the role and tasks of the trac: 
unions in helping implement with energy, alongside the Marxist-Leninist party 
and under ite leadership, the historic mission of the workers class in the GDR. 
That was, not last, aleo supported by that in the struggle for the revolutionar, 
transformation of our society at that time such fundamental demands of the ire 
dition=-rich trade union struggle of the workers people also were brought to i«- 
ligation on German soil for the first time as the right « . & and full em 
ment, the granting of equal wages for equal work, the promotion of women and 
youth and other such matters. 


Recognition of the Leading Role of the SED--Basia for Successful FDGB Work 


The extensive and thus far biggest mass initiative throughout the history of our 
country in preparation of the 10th SED Congress has once again vividly demonstrated 
the unshakeable trusting relations between the party and the people. On that ai) 
successes achieved thus far are based and so is the firm confidence that the 
demanding taske of the present and future will be mastered. “The most important 
thing is,” as Comrade Erich Honecker, general secretary of the SED Central Com- 
mittee, has stated, “consistently to carry on with all the people and all the 
working people the implementation of the policy for the good of the people as 
decided by the ninth party congress. "5 Trade union activity significantly affects 
the party ties with the entire class and all the people. Lenin it was who des-ribed 
the importance of principle in that by stressing “that the trade unions establish 
the ties of the vanguard with the masses and through their everyday work convince 
the masses, the masses of that class, that is to say, which alone is able to take 
us from capitalism to communisna. As the biggest class organization in the GDR, 
the trade unions also are mass organizations. Right now the BDGB holds in ite ranks 
97 percent of the workers and employees and members of the intelligentsia, and by 
far most of them are not party members. 


The party exercises its leading role in the trade unions mainly through the work 
of the communists in the trade unions, through their doing exemplary trade union 
work. The SED program emphasizes that the convincing and exemplary work of the 
communists in the FDGB is a crucial factor for the trade unions’ being able to 
fulfill their responsible tasks in the shaping of the developed socialist society. 
In the sense of Lenin, who consistently advocated that party members should become 
trade union members too, the SED statute obligates all comrades to do active work 
in the trade unions. Their task is always to explain party policy aggressively and 
cogently, take a mobilizing lead in its consistent implementation, and to combine 
the political struggle for the all-round strengthening of the GDR through dynamic 
economic efficiency improvements most closely with representing the interests of 
the working people in improving their working and living conditions and tenaciously 
to back the realization of their recommendations and suggestions. Such fighting 
positions and modes of conduct strengthen all trade unionists’ confidence in party 
policy and enhance their readiness to dedicate themselves consciously and energetic- 
ally to making it prevail. In its trade union policy the SED always proceeds from 
the consideration that *he trade unions operate as independent organizations under 
their own responsibility. The communists’ work in the trade unions is based on 
political indoctrination and on setting examples. It knows of no tutelage or 
regimentation. 
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With the decisions taken at the eighth and ninth party congresses, the party pro- 
gram, and the implementation of the main task with its unity of economic and social 
policy in the 1970's a new phase began in the relations between the party and the 
trade unions. It is marked by the further shaping of the leading role of the 
workers clase and its party, the strengthening of the fighting community and of 

the trusting and creative cooperation between the party and the trade unions, and 
the growing authority of the FDGB. In this process the trusting relations deepened 
between millions of working people and the SED, ite central committee and its secre- 
tary general, Comrade Erich Wonecker. The trade unions started the thus far aost 
successful period of their work at that time. 


Trade Union Policy Serving the Good of the Working People 


The important advances are recognizable above all in the smooth implementation of 
the main task policy which the Ninth FPDGB Congress defined as the best represen- 
tation of trade union interests. The considerable share the trade unions have had 
in making our economy more efficient and, due to it, in the implementation of the 
thus far biggest sociopolitical program in our history, is apparent. The extensive 
sociopolitical measures adopted to that end largely crystallized in resolutions 
taken jointly between the SED Central Committee, the GDR Council of Ministers and 
the FDGB National Executive Committee. As an example it may be pointed out that the 
measures of the joint resolution of 27 May 1976 on a continuing systematic 

ment of the working people's working and living conditions from 1976 to 1980 
have been fully realized. That refers, to mention but a few points, to the in- 
crease in minimum wages, the implementation of the performance-oriented wage policy, 
the further improvement in pensions and social benefits, and measures for the 
gradual introduction of the 40-hour work week and extended vacations. The social 
insurance benefits for workers and employees, of which the trade unions have been 
in charge, have doubled in the last decade. Mother and child benefits improved 
several times during this period, and there were many pension increases. All that 
was accomplished while the mandatory social insurance contribution of 10 percent 

of contribution required income up to M 600 per month, unchanged for the last 30 
years, was held steady. Thus all working people can see how good work benefits 

the entire people and each individual. 


The political reputation and overall social influence of the FDGB have risen to a 
new level. Unprecedented forms and methods--such as the joint resolutions--were 
prepared through cooperation and proved themselves. Social recognition, however, 
is no free gift. It has to be acquired by performance and quality work and con- 
stantly requires renewed confirmation in the struggle for the implementing of 
party policy. 


By preparing the 10th SED Congress, the trade unions gained further in authority. 
Organizing and conducting our socialist competition has a great deal to do with it. 
Constructively and with rich ideas the trade unions have with great elan dedicated 
themeclves to creating optimum conditions for successfully carrying on the party 
policy with its affinity with the people and being focused at the preservation and 
safeguarding of peace, as it conforms to the requirements of the 1980's. The smooth 
implementation of the program for full employment, the people's prosperity, growth 
and stability requires, mainly by spreading mass initiative through socialist com- 
petition, ensuring increased economic efficiency in new dimensions, so as to 
secure the standard of living obtained and, with it, raising the people's material 
and cultural standard of living in the future. The trade unions therefore do all 
they can to conduct their socialist competition by following the model of the 
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working pecple in the VEB Carl Zeias Combine Jena, in line with the high: 

for 1961 its objective is to work up one percent of targeted industria! eo 
production above the plan on a priority basis through conserved materie' » 

and, of it, aeeount for a one-day production prior to the 10th SED Congres . 

where in the enterprises the union group spokesmen plena have taken competiti. 
renolutions at the start of the year conforming with the requisite steep improve- 
ment of labor productivity and the dynamic development of our economy by concret: 
labor efforts. They persuasively demonstrate the firm intent of the working peo)! 
to dedicate all their strength to economically strengthening cur soctaliat i 


The more than 2 million volunteer functionaries of our organization=<chosen coi¢ 
preliminary electiona=--have an outstanding share in the increased und retanding 
that only that can be consum | which first has to be produced. More than 1.) 
million of them are active in the trade union groups. It is mainly the tradc 

union spokesman who, through personal political discussions within the work col- 
lective every day, in lively trade union meetings and in the schools of socialist 
work, do responsible work that must be highly recognized. Always and everywhere 

it is a matter, as it has always been our principle, to involve the entire class, 
ail the working people, in the continued shaping of the developed socialist society 
in the GDR, and to induce them to work with us consciously and energetically. 
Direct exchange of ideas and opinions is the best way for any trade union function- 
ary for concretely and with discrimination explaining the party's overall policy 
and also for acquainting himself with the questions and problems that affect the 


working people. 


Ail that is done with the idea to carry on our policy, aimed at the good of the 
people, under the more intense and complicated international conditions, which 
requires further improvements in the economic efficiency of our socialist father- 
land. At the same time that is an important contribution the GDR is making to 
strengthening all-around the socialist community as a reliable member of it and 
further increasing its weight in the international class conflict and the attractive- 
ness of real socialism. In all this, the recognition and enforcing of the leading 
role of the working class party and the indissoluble fighting community between the 
SED and the FDGB is and remains the guarantee for effective work by the trade 
unions as schools of socialism in the interest representation of the workers class 
and al! working people. 





Consolidation of Socialist State Power 


The socialist workers and farmers power in the GDR is the stable foundation for 
everything the workers class, led by the Marxist-Leninist party and in alliance 
with all working classes and strata, has accomplished for making our time secure 
and for our prospects in peace and social security. Our country and its develop- 
ment provide eloquent testimony to that socialism has won on German soil forever 
and irrevocably. This ve have been ab’e to accomplish because we have always and 
on principle reinforced and secured the workers and farmers power and not allowed 
anyone to encroach upon it. This standpoint defines the attitude of the FDGB and 
of the millions of working people organized in it on the power question in the past, 
present and all the future because they have learned from the class conflicts in 
which their forefathers and fathers were engaged and have recognized, by way of 
their own direct experiences, that the leading role of the Marxist-Leninist party 
and the workers and farmers power are the crucial guarantee for their peaceful 
socialist present and secure communist future. 
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The fundamental identity of views between the trade unions and GDR state power has 
its basis in the class premise they hold in common. The socialist state is the 
greatest political accomplishment of the workers class. The trade unions, in turn, 
constitute the most comprehensive organization of the workers class that rules, ex- 
ercises power and owns the means of production. From that result our joint tasks 
and goals, our appearing "not only as builders of our economy but also as forces 
that constitute the state." 


Lenin, typically, paid much general attention in his theoretical and practical work 
to the place of the trade unions within the political system of the new social order. 
Ii establishing the new role of the trade unions and elaborating their fundamental 
tasks after the triumph of the proletarian revolution, Lenin also engaged in ina- 
placable struggle against all who would propagate notions hostile to socialism in 
the trade union question. He harshly took to task anyone advocating so-called free 
trade unions at his time, trade unions, i.e., whose "freedom" and "independence" 
were to consist in their neither bearing any responsibility nor developing any 
initiatives for the fulfillment of the overall social tasks and for the construc- 
tion of socialism and communism. "In reality, however," Lenin wrote, "that notion 
has been and remains a bourgeois provocation of the grossest design or a great 
stupidity, a slavish repetition of the slogans of yesterday, an application of 

the slogans of the old trade union mcevement to ghe presenc era, and thus a departure 
from the socialist tasks of the workers class. 


This basic issue at present also stands in the center of the eager efforts by 
reaction to return to the agenda the slogan of the "free" trade unions, "independent" 
of the working class party and the proletarian state. The "worry" about the "free- 
dom" and “independence” of the trade unions in socialist countries is put forth by 
those forces which in places where they have the power cannot guarantee the workers 
their most elementary human rights, such as the right to work. Yet where that 
cannot be there one also will find neither freedom nor social safety. In the 
capitalist world the trade unions have no rights that would ensure their effective 
participation or chances to prevail in the shaping of state policy, for economic 
development and in public life on the whole. Freedom--for whom and for what, that 

is and remains a class question. For a truly free trade union activity committed 

to the well-being of the workers class and all working people, none but the socialist 
State grants extensive rights. And that, of couree, 4lso implies the assumption 

and conscientious fulfillment of duties. 


The GDR trade unions are a Free German Trade Union Federation not only by name. 

Since being founded they actually are free and independent since no one may confine 
or obstruct their activity according to a principle in our Constitution. Article 44 
of the GDR Constitution states: “The free trade unions, united in the FDGB, repre- 
sent the interests of the workers, employees and members of the intelligentsia through 
an extensive participation in managing the state, the economy and the society." 
Answering any questions in the shaping of our socialist society, the management and 
planning of our economy, the implementation of the scientific-technical revolution, 
the development of working and living conditions, health protection and labor safety, 
and intellectual-cultural life requires authoritative participation by the trade 
unions--so it is stipulated by our Constitution. Trade union representation of 
interests embraces all domains in the life of the working people. Thus there is 
nothing without concern to the trade unions, nothing that could be decided without 
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their being listened to. And this is by no means a passive process. The ics) 
sibility of the trade unions for structuring the proportions between performa: 
and wages, for the material and moral inducements for work performance, for (hc 
development of our social policy and also in as crucial a field as that of vacac:. 
arrangements directly demands of them that they make suggestions, develop initia- 
tives and actively take part in decision-making and in the implementation of rules 
set down. All experiences confirm that sound labor policy implies effective co- 
operation between the socialist stace and the trade unions. 


An essential factor in the constructive cooperation between the trade unions ui 
the state is the unity between central st te management o. creative mass initia 
tive, between democratic centralism and the spreading of socialist democracy, es- 
pecially by developing vivid membership activities in our organization. A prs 
sive expression of that is the plan discussion annually organized by the trade 
unions within the enterprises and combines. Trade union participation extends via 
the participation by the chairmen of the labor unions and trade unions in plan 
preparations by the ministries concerned all the way to working on the economic 
draft plan within the presidium of the FDGB National Executive Committee. There, 
this document, prior to being submitted for decision-making, must be examined by the 
State Planning Commission. From enterprise trade union headquarters all the way 
to the Executive Committee trade union positions .ce repeatedly offered on the 
draft plan, which is part of its being under discussion. Constructive state - trade 
union cooperation is guaranteed from the government to the brigade level, from the 
state plan to the enterprise collective contract. The trade unions, proceeding 
from common class interests and political goals, fulfill specific tasks in this. 
They implement their partnership in the exercise of power by the workers class and 
its allies concretely, to a large degree, through their cooperation with the 
government and state organs. There, as well as in the enterprises and combines, 
problems do occur. That is only natural. What is decisive, however, is that they 
are tenaciously being settled by the trade union functionaries for the benefit of 
the workers class and all working people. 


Then there is more cooperation between the trade unions and the state by means of 
the activity of the deputies nominated by the FDGB. Since the founding of our 
state there has been an FDGB fraction in the People's Chamber. With 68 deputies 
and 22 successor candidates right now, it is the second strongest in it. 


And then there are--from the community councils to the bezirk assemblies--more than 
33,000 deputies and more than 13,000 successor candidates apointed by the FDGB. 

The FDGB's right to sponsor legislative initiatives is vested in the GDR Constitu- 
tion. That was exercised in 1977, for example, with respect to the labor code. 
After extensive discussions of the draft within the trade unions, the GDR labor 
code was promulgated as law by the People's Chamber upon being so proposed by the 
Ninth FDGB Congress. 


The trade unions' active role and important influence in our state are, not least, 
expressed in that we can primarily represent the interests of our members at the 
places where they work--in the enterprise, right on the job. Free trade union ac- 
tivity in material production, the crucial area of our social Life, is an accepted 
fact for the FDGB. Precisely this basic principle of our trade union work cannot 
be realized in any capitalist country because capitalist production relations 
militate against it. 
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In the fourth decade of its existence, the FDGB has every good reason to affirm: 
never before could trade unions represent their members’ interests on a basis of 
principle and as extensively as iu cne socialist GDR. They enjoy the broadest field 
of action here that is known in the history of the German workers movement. The 
FDGB has always taken it for granted that the struggle for peace is the most funda- 
mental task in trade union interest representation because only in peace can there 
be permanence and can there be a future for everything we produce for the well- 
being of the workers class and all working people, for their existence in happiness. 
Our trade union contribution to preserving and securing peace and the comprehensive 
moral and material solidarity we perform in the spirit of proletarian international- 
ism are fully in line wit! the policy of the SED and of our worker-peasant state. 
That is an important source for our strength and confidence. The FDGB is certain 
that on the next stretch of the road in the continued shaping of the developed 
socialist society, leading to the creation of fundamental prerequisites for the 
gradual transition to communism, which will be charted by the 10th SED Congress, 

the relations between the party, the state and the trade unions will continue to 
flourish and their vitality will grow. 
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\ GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY SEEN INCOMPATIBLE WITH PLURALISM 
West German Commentary 
Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 56, 9 Apr 81 p 1 


(Report from Berlin: "SED: ‘No Freedom for Antisocialist Activity." A transla- 
tion of the East Berlin EINHEIT article cited below follows this commentary] 


(Text) The SED now has warned against seeking to unde "socialist power" 

by means of the thesis of "freedom of intellectual efforts." In its most recent 
edition, the theoretical party journal EINHEIT (No 4/5, 1981) remarked there was 
"no provision for freedom for antisocialist activity" in the socialist legal order. 
Nor would that "ever have any place” within socialist democracy in praetice. EIN- 
HEIT emphatically asked for a "steady reinforcing of the power of the workers class 
vitiating any counterrevolutionary designs at disruption, else there would be no 
way to speak of stable political, economic and social development and thus of 
further advances in the perfecting of socialist democracy.” 


Official SED View 


Last Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 36 No 4/5, Apr-May 81 signed to press 13 Mar 81 
pp 426-432 


{Article by Prof Dr Klaus Hever, jurist, political researcher, SED Central Com- 
mittee: "Vigorous Socialist Democracy Becomes a Reality in Creative Action") 


[Text] The principles of socialist democracy and its characteristics 
and the inseparable unity between socialism and democracy are presen- 
ted. By way of facts and experiences the characteristic features of 
the work of socialist people's representations are brought out and it 
is shown that socialist democracy, due to the implementation of the 
eighth and ninth congress resolutions, is developing successfully 

and further improving. By taking issue with the ideology of pluralisn, 
its anticommunist thrust is demonstrated as is the superiority of 
socialist democracy to any form of bourgeois democracy. 








Socialism and democracy belong together indissolubly. This elementary fact derives 
from the nature of socialism, from its meaning the political rule of the workers 
class and public ownership in the meens of production being, on that basis, the 
conscious effort of millions of people. The proletarian revolution abolishes the 
condition where a minority of society, because of its economic power, can also 
exercise the political and intellectual domination over the vast majority of 
society. A fundamental change takes place in the relations between the individuals 
and the working classes and strata with society as a whole and with the state. 
Identity of personal and social interests based on public property and the setting 
up of the worker-peasant state as a form of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
which represents the interests of the entire people--that is the basic condition 
for democracy to be able to develop, for the first time in history, on the broadest 
foundation and in all public domains. 


Our party has always conceived of the struggle for socialism as a struggle for 
establishing true democracy for the people. At the cradle of the KPD there stood 
the Spartacus League program Rosa Luxemburg had designed, which with but insignifi- 
cant amendments was adopted as the party program at the constitutive KPD congress. 
Already this first important document of the revolutionary party of the German 
workers class states: "Supplying the compact working popular mass with all political 
power for the tasks of the revolution—-that is the dictatorship of the proletariat 
and, therefore, the true democracy. "1 And no sooner had this prog am been promulga- 
ted than, once again, Lenin would voice the communists’ position on the relationship 
between democracy and the proletarian revolution. The proletarian revolution, he 
said, was the transformation of democracy "from a lie irto truth, the liberation 

of mankind from the chains of capital which has distorted and copf ined any, even 

the most ‘democratic’ and most republican, bourgeois democracy."“ The history of 
socialism has convincingly confirmed those predictions. "Socialist democracy," as 
Comrade Erich Honecker was able to assert at the Ninth SED Congress, "is a vivid 
reality in our state." 


The basic identity of interests of all classes, strata and groups of the people, 

of the society and the individual, is however no free gift falling into the laps of 
the builders of socialism. It must ever again be achieved for every other step in 
socialist development through a prudently thought-out policy, with affinity with 
the people, of the Marxist-Leninist party. Our party--guided by the lessons of 

the classic authors, the experiences of the CPSU in the building of socialism in 
the USSR and by those of the fraternal parties--has known how to assign goals, in 
accordance with any given conditions in the social development of the GDR, which 
meet the vital interests of the workers class and the entire people. On that basis 
it was able to produce the alliance between the workers class and all working people 
and strengthen the people's trust in the workers class party. That was the case 
when the first steps were taken in the socialist revolution ir. the GDR as well as 
later in the socialist transformation of agriculture and in solving the tasks of 
the five-year plans. It is all the more true today in smoothly carrying on the 
political course of the main task in its unity between economic and social policy 
even under altered conditions. Because party policy is consistently oriented to 
the interests of the working people and the well-being of the people, we succeeded 
in sparking mass initiatives in production for every new social task of rank and in 
insuring public participation in management and planning at a masssive scope. So 
it is proven in life that real, true democracy for the people, i.e. socialist demo- 
cracy, does not stand in opposition to our party's leadership role and to the 
democratic centralism of our state--as bourgeois ideologues would want you to 
believe--but presupposes their consistent realization. 
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The working people's participation in managemert and planning, the sping ai 

ting of socialist democracy, lends a mighty impulse to our continuing sor) 

In this, we have been able to achieve a new and better quality since the «. 

ninth party congresses. The trade unions, making up the largest ciass organaeut. 
and the other social organizations have significantly contributed to the further 
development of our democracy. The role the deputies , lay in public also has bex 
enhanced, and the trusting political conversations between state functionar’ 
deputies and citizens have been deepened. In important areas, socialist dem 

also has significantly been broadened quantitatively in ce: aon with th 

The number of people working on volunteer commissions, for ineiunce, aus r. 
greatly. The number of members on conflicts commissions }) s almost doubled from 
1963 to 1978, the number of members on commissions, committees and workers and 
farmers inspectorates has more than doubled in the same period and that of m sb: 
of parents’ activist groups and parents' advisory ouncils, more than tripled even. 
It may be accepted as a fact that the workers class party's orientation to listening 
to and checking any suggestion and conscientiously implementing any idea that pro- 
motes our cause and is economically feasible, has significantly contributed to 
this soaring of socialist democracy. 


That which in particular underlines the importance of the trade unions in the 
political organization of socialism in this respect is the fact that 2 miliion 
working persons are exercising volunteer trade union functions and thus are 
challenged every day in mobilizing the ideas and creative capacities of the working 
people toward the implementation of the main task. The successful joint efforts 
by the enterprise party organizations and the trade union organizations become 
apparent in the results of socialist competition and the growth of the innovator 
movement. For instance, to mention just one example, in the last 3 years the 
application of innovations increased twice as much as the number of innovators. 

The labor code provides in fine detail, and much more extensively than in the past, 
for the rights of the union group spokesmen plena, of enterprise and department 
trade union boards, of the trade union spokesmen participating in enterprise 
Management up to including trade union supervision. Practice has shown that the 
trade union organizations are making an ever improving use of these democratic 
rights, and this for the acceleration of economic performance improvements as well 
as for shaping the working people's working and living conditions in the enterprise 
and for the protection of their legally guaranteed rights. 





Characteristcs of the Work of the People's Representations 


The people's representations occupy a central spot in our system of socialist demo- 
cracy. They also form the basis for our system of state organs. (Article 5 of our 
Constitution) The People's Chamber, our supreme state power organ, does intensive 
work for the systematic implementation of our state's domestic and foreign policy 
in its plena and on its commissions. Through the work of the commissions, advanced 
experiences in solving state tasks are generalized and carried further in constant 
direct contact with the working people. Also the almost 7,800 local people's re- 
presentations are effectively assuming their responsibility more and more as the 
elected power organs and centers for the citizens’ democratic participation in 
territorial state planning. The law on the local people's representations and 
their organs, prepared on orders from the Eighth SED Congress, has been found 
expedient in this. The quality of the work done by the people's representations 
has further improved by the increased number, brought about since the last communal 
elections of 20 May 1979, of deputies working in material production and of young 
and female deputies and deputies with university and technical school diplomas. 
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In examining the major aspects in the work of the people's representations and 
their effectiveness over a longer time span, one recognizes the characteristic 
features which more and more visibly define socialist democracy in the govern- 
mental area, That includes, first of all, the unity between democracy and pro- 
duction--in accondages with Lenin's remark that to us economics is the most in- 
teresting politics.”* The people's representations and deputies on all levels are 
making an increasing contribution to the implementation of our party's economic 
utrategy. They more and more strongly focus on effective measures within the 
territory for high performance improvements, the greatest energy and materials 
economy, and an enlarging distributable end product while improving our working and 
living conditions. That, of course, placed in the foreground, in line with the 
specific responsibilities of the local state organs, questions such as the ration- 
alization of the management areas under their direct responsibility, and the 
optimum intertwining among the conditions of labor, housing, public supplies and 
social services, education, recreation and so forth. 


A result of such work recently, for instance, was a better organized and predictively 
computable preliminary storage of sugar beets with considerable savings in diesel 
fuel and tractor hours in Stassfurt Kreis--initiated through inquiries at the kreis 
assembly. Also a mass supervision over ensuring plan fulfillment and exceeding plan 
quotas in consumer goods production, over the state of accounting for and processing 
secondary raw materials and the reduction of animal losses, carried out by deputies 
of the people's representations in the bezirk in concert with with workers and 
farmers inspectorate and trade union officials from September to November 1980, 

as ordered by the Magdeburg Bezirk Assembly, has been found expedient. The active 
influence exercised by the people's representations and their permanent commissions 
on projects in territorial rationalization already has become a sound tradition. 


Among the characteristic features of socialist democracy is, secondly, the close 
connection of economic issues with solving the citizens’ problems in the territory. 
In the process of our social development it has been found, for example, that men's 
needs and interests change and become more complex and differentiated, from which 
then also new demands and problems arise. The deputies are more and more taking 
new approaches to find out about justified needs and interests and bring them to 
realization, in concert with the citizens, within the scope of our economic possi- 
bilities. Regular status reports by the council chairmen and mayors before the 
people's representations on what they do with petitions are an important aid to then, 
boost their influence on the activity of the local councils and facilitate their 
supervisory mission. 


Important--in particular for deputies of the kreises and larger cities--is to be 
engaged in one and the same field of activity over a longer period, and important 
are family discussions after the Oranienburg model and close relations between the 
deputies and their work collectives. Cottbus Bezirk alone has provided dozens of 
examples recently which show how deputies succeed in this manner in recognizing 
justified concerns of many collectives and citizens in various areas--from improving 
the feeding of pupils to the effect of surface working--and implement changes. The 
citizens have given a fine response to the work of many people's representations in 
adopting and enforcing municipal regulations which meet men's needs for clean 
housing conditions and socialiat modes of conduct in residential areas. Affinity 
with the people--that has always been the supreme precept for the work of deputies 
in a socialist people's representation. 
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Third, socialist democracy is marked by the close connection between management © 
political mass activity. Deputies who confer with their voters on the sug jes.’ on. 
and recommendations submitted by these voters become then also propagandists for ovr 
tried and tested policy and engage in important political mass activity in conert 
with the parties and organizations affiliated in the National Front. The develop- 
ment conditions of our society, which increasingly cail for more mature and deliber- 
ate mental participation, and the toughness of our ideological class struggle con- 
flict with imperialism, as the SED kreis and bezirk delegates conferences have 
persuasively demonstrated, objectively call for still highe mands on our ideo 
logical work. The people's representations and deputies therefore emit more of « 
strength of political radiation on all citizens by frankly answering their questio:.:, 
illuminating the results achieved in our economic and social policy with reference 
to what has happened in a town or community, and explaining the connections between 
communal political projects and the tasks in strengthening socialism and safe- 
guarding peace. Increasingly more deputies are exercising an important ideological 
influence through exemplary performance in plan fulfillment and the commitments 

they assume in socialist competition. The great effectiveness of our democrary 

as a force that shapes society and molds consciousness is going to prove itself 
once again during the preparations for the people's elections of 14 June 1981. 


Rich Traditions and Multiple Forms 


It would be a mistake to reduce socialist democracy to the work of the elected organs 
and their interaction with the citizens. Socialist democracy is by no means confined 
to the participatory and decision rights of the representative organs. Wherever 
there is management, the working people's creative participation is demanded as 

well. Appropriate binding stipulations of political orientation on principle are 
contained, for example, in our Constitution but also in our labor code and in the 
LPG model statutes. 





A great role within the system of socialist democracy is exercised by the direct 
cooperation between the state organs and the population in the residential areas 
in preparing and implementing governmental decisions--especially those that have 
a direct impact on the citizens’ interests. Rich traditions and multiple forms 
have evolved here throughout the many years and have become a constitutive element 
of public life in the GDR. That includes our public council meetings, public dis- 
cussions of guideline documents prior to decision-making, the cooperation between 
the specialized housing policy organs and the volunteer housing commissions, the 
work of the election district activists’ groups and so forth. That also includes 
the petitions submitted to the state organs with constructive suggestions for im- 
proving their work or with criticism of deficiencies. In Berlin we are testing at 
present new forms of cooperation between the state organs and the social forces 
with regard to listing and newly distributing housing space that has become available. 


Governmental publicity work must be mentioned in this context, it being an organic 
component of socialist state management activity that is becoming ever more important 
under the conditions of the 1980's. Citizens who have grown up under socialism and 
know of the requirements and criteria of socialist democracy rightly make higher 
demands on the quality and timeliness of information on communal policy problems 

and requirements. Such information cannot solely be provided through personal con- 
tacts of the deputies and council members, important though they may be. Systematic 





and massively effective publicity work helps promote the citizens' conscious parti- 
cipation in territoria! management and planning and enables the citizens to follow 
the cognitive process that has led to the given governmental decisions by drawing 
on their own practical experiences or to understand the premises for imminent state 
decistous in which they themselves want S0 be involved. 


There have long been outstanding examples for problem-oriented and constructively 
designed state publicity work. That is true, for instance, of the "Couneil's 
Standpoint” in Neubrandenburg, distributed as written information to the deputies, 
all state and economic functionaries, National Front neighborhood commissions and 
other social forces, processing and concretely answering topical questions for the 
population. It is true of the public airing of urban construction plans in many 
towns in our republic. But in many places there are still information gapg caused 
by “unjustified reticence in matters that need not be kept secret at all,"” as 
Comrade Erich Honecker remarked when speaking to the SED kreis first secretaries in 
1980. Further improving the governmental publicity work is of such a high place 
value precisely because--as much as an attentive and sensitive attitude by the 
state functionaries vis-a-vis the citizens, the consideration given to their recom- 
mendations and so forth--it creates conditions in which the working people "will 
actually use" our Cageevecy in the Leninist sense, can actually make use of their 
rights and freedoms. 


Socialist Democracy and Ideological Struggle 


The question which social system ensures real freedom and democracy for the working 
people has been the focal point of the ideological struggle since 1917. Today 
that consideration is especially pertinent, under the conditions of exacerbated 
conflict between socialism and imperialism, at a time when the imperialist forces 
seek to undo the results achieved in detente and wrest some socialist countries 
away from the socialist community. On the one side, this makes the fragility of 
the bourgeois-parliamentary system ever more apparent which, as in the United 
States, the FRG and other imperialist countries, engages in exacerbating the 
international situation "in the name of the people," organizes the arms race, puts 
the burdens of the crises on the working people and seeks to label as "terrorist" 
anyone standing up against it. Socialist democracy proves its effectiveness by 

its achievements for all classes and strata of the people. On the other side, there 
is an increasing effort being made by the imperialist circles to malign as undemo- 
cratic the political order in the socialist countries, especially the leading role 
of the workers class and its party, and to pretend that the legalization of the 
counterrevolution is the criterion for true democracy. The fashionable accepted 
term they are using is pluralism. 


The concept of pluralism, that catchword of bourgeois ideology, had its origin way 
back before World War I. Originally it served to justify the variety of interest 
groups, the various fractions and factions of the bourgeoisie for improving its 
influence on the imperialist state and for organizing a more effective pursuit of 
its strategy in opposition to the workers class. This existence of sundry affilia- 
tions, parties and organized groups like that representing the various capital 
interests and integrating the petty bourgeoisie, the farmers and the reformist wing 
of the workers movement into the imperialist government system was then later pumped 
up, under the motto of pluralism, into an actual logo for a “libertarian” or "demo- 
cratic" order of government. Not the revolutionary transformation of society under 
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Marxist-Leninist party leadership, but the struggle among various parties, opinion, 
and political programs with one another, leading to permanent compromise, would then 
purportedly guarantee the implementation of all the diverse opinions and interests 
in society, Pluralism became the state ideology of reformism. 


Practical politics in all imperialist countries demonstrates that enforcing the 
interests of the monopoly bourgeoisie can, to be sure, be partly covered up and 

in some minor questions even be delayed or modified by the "struggle between the 
government and its opposition," by a "diversity of opinion’ a:d other "pluralis iv" 
elements, yet the rule of the monopoly is actually shored up by it as long as po.. 
relations continue unchanged. "The oligarchy eternalizes itself," as Karl Marx wrot 
as long ago as in 1855 about British parliamentarism, "not by constantly holding the 
power in the sauwe hand but by ingevatetentiy letting power drop out of one hand ai, 
to catch it with the other one."’ The class character of the parliamentary system 
in the FRG, the United States and elsewhere is evidenced most :learly today by its 
persecuting all those forces which are striving for a genuine democratic-anti-imper- 
ialist alternative. 


The pluralistic ideology aims its most significant attacks against the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, against the unity between the Marxist-Leninist party and the 
people in the socialist countries. And that makes perfect sense because only che 
working class party has proven, and is proving, itself capable and in the position 
while guided by the scientific world-outlook of Marxism-Leninism to recognize and 
fight for the people's present and future tasks and mobilize the actions of the 
workers class and its allies for it. Under the conditions of the workers class 
being in power and of the public ownership in the most important means of production, 
it is not the struggle among the various social forces with one another but--as in 
our country, for instance--the trusting cooperation among the parties and mass 
organizations affiliated in the National Front of the GDR that proves the crucial 
basis for successful advance under Marxist-Leninist party leadership. Without 
steadily reinforcing the power of the workers class vitiating any counterrevolution- 
ary designs at disruption, there would be no way to speak of stable political, eco- 
nomic and social development and thus of further advances in the perfecting of 
socialist democracy. 


What we see in these attacks against socialist democracy are by no means only frontal 
attacks against real socialism, but they are also made through the allegation that 
socialist democracy had "become torrid" and should therefore have to be "enriched" 

by new elements. Of course, socialist democracy, as any other basic category of 
socialist reality, is subject to changes and is further developed in accordance with 
new demands and conditions. The party program defines the development and perfecting 
of socialist democracy as the main trend in which our socialist state power develops. 
The most important impulse for it is improving socialist society itself, which finds 
its expression, for instance, in making scientific-technical progress prevail and in 
molding the socialist way of life. When looked at more closely, we find that those 
who clamor with so much "concern" about democracy in the socialist countries care 

not at all about precisely this development of socialist democracy but about "en- 
riching" it by elements of bourgeois democracy, by which they ultimately wish to 
replace it. 




















Particularly the last decade has like none other in our history proven that the 
sovereign self-determination of the people, the citizens’ participation, in multiple 
forms, in our public affairs, has become a mighty impulse for our successful advance. 
And because this depends on the exercise of political power by the workers class 

and its leadership by the Marxist-Leninist party, we pay special attention to in- 
cesuantly strengthening and reliably protecting the worker-peasant power, deepen- 
ing the close affinity between the party and the people, and purposefully fostering 
the comradely, creative and systematic cooperation among all working classes and 
atrata in our country. Because this is what we know: the great social activity 

by the workers clase and all working people ensures the important social progress 
we have made by way of implementing the eighth and ninth party congress decisions. 
And it will also in the future largely depend on their sense of responsibility, 
their expert partnership in thought, their experiences and wil) to performance, 

and their creatively commited work how successfully the guideline resolutions of 

the LOth party congress are translated into action. Socialist democracy is true 
government by the people, exercised by the people and ite elected organs. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBL. |: 


INTELLECTUALS' DEVELOPMENT AS ‘INDEPENDENT SOCIAL STRATUM' ANALYZED 
Weet German Commentary 
Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 56, 9 Apr 81 p 1 


{Report from Berlin: "SED Continues To Attach ‘Special Importance’ to ‘Social 
Reproduction’ of Intellectuals." A translation of the East Berlin EINHEIT ar- 
ticle cited below follows this commentary) 


{Text} The SED continues to attach "special importance” to the matter of the 
“social reproduction" of the intellectuals. According to the theoretical party 
journal EINHEIT (No 4/5, 19861), circa 56 percent of university and college students 
comes out of workers and farmers families. Furthermore, most students taking cor- 
respondence courses and those in technical schools had learned a specialized 

trade. That had made sure "that most of the intellectuals are coming out of the 
workers class and the class of the cooperative farmers." Attention should, however, 
be paid "to having the young socialist intelligentsia get replenished from the 

core of the workers class, the specialised workers in the combines of industry 

and construction, up to the scale necessary." 


SED Scholar's Analysis 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 36 No 4/5, Apr-May 81 signed to presse 13 Mar 8) 
pp 439-445 


[Article by Prof Dr Gregor Schirmer, jurist, deputy department chief, SED Central 
Committee: "Socialist Intel lectuale—-Reliable Partners in the Alliance With the 
Workers Class." For reference to various items of related information see trane- 
lation of a May 1980 EINHEIT article by Prof Wolf Schneider of SED CC's Karl 
Marx Party College, published under the heading, of Continuing Clase- 
Strata Rapprochement Reviewed," in JPRS 76395, 10 Sep 80, Mo 1812 of this series, 
pp 56-62. For some statistics on the GDR's clase structure see translation of «a 
~~ - “po EINHEIT report in JPRS 77866, 17 Apr 81, Ko 1871 of this series, 

pp 67-71 





[Text] The alliance of the workers class with the intellectuals 
is among the inviolable principles of socialiem. Proceeding from 
experiences, traditions and basic principles in the socialist 
policy on intellectuals, there ere problems discussed such as: 











What role and developmental prospects does the intelligentsia 
have as a social stratum in the continued shaping of the 
developed socialist society? In the solution of which tasks 
does socialist alliance policy prove iteelf today? What 
unites apirit with power among ue? 


The intellectuals’ role in state and society is clearly defined in the SED 

and the GDR Constitution, i.e., in documents of the greatest authority: The social- 
int intelligentsia is a reliable and irreplaceable alliance partner of the workers 
clees, under the leadership of which it takes part in the exercise of power. The 
development of the intelligentsia as an independent social stratum and ite creative 
contribution to the all-round strengthening of the GDR tarough high achievements, 
iminly in seience and technology, in education, health and the intel lectual-cultural 
life, are a necessary condition and inviolable element in the shaping of the de- 
veloped socialist society. The alliance of the workers clase with the intellectuals 
is among the inassailable foundations of socialisna. 


This is by no means a matter of tactical considerations, but these are proven prin- 
ciples in the party's alliance policy based on objective social inevitabilities. 
For fulfilling ite historic aission as the builder of the new society, the workers 
clase needs this alliance with a social stratum engaged in complicated intellectual 
work because without high-level science, education and culture socialism cannot be 
established. 


Such penetrating historic changes, for instance, as combining the advantages of 
socialiem with the scientific-technical revolution, or the revolution in the field 
of ideology and culture, can be coped with only through the alliance between the 
workers class and the intellectuals. The intelligentsia, in turn, can unfold its 
creative capacities in freedom and for the good of the people only under the 
leadership by the workers class. 


The workers class and the intelligentsia share common interests in preserving the 
peace, strengthening socialist power, and further improving the people's material 
and cultural standard of Living, based on a high developmental speed of socialist 
production, improved efficiency, scientific-technical progress and growth in labor 
productivity. This identity of interests comes from what the workers class and 
the intelligentsia have objectively in common with respect to socialist property, 
to labor, to the exercise of power, and to intellectual-cultural life. 


All this lends stability and prospects to the workers class alliance with the in- 
tellectuals. "We shall foster this alliance in every conceivable way," Erich 
Honecker announced at the Ninth SED Congress. “Because it is a decisive source of 
strength for implementing those great goals we are assigning to ourselves with our 
new program for the further development of our economic and social policy, for 
science, culture and education and all other domains of public life." 





Experiences and Traditions 


In the 35th year since its founding, the SED can look back at rich traditions in 
the socialist policy on the intelligentsia and its alliance. 











it is often said that the socialist intelligentsia has evolved from two so :: 

the old intelligentsia developed under capitalism and the new tiat grew |) 

1945. By and large that is quite correct yet does not reflect the whole « sap! 
of the development of the intelligentsia into a social stratum of socialiat «ori. 


The old intelligentsia had no homogeneity. It included only few communiets, so. : 
democrats and other anti-fascists who had fought against fasciem and survivi: 

now played a mobilizing role in our spiritual resurgence. There were also pp.» 
intellectuals of humanistic bent in it who in part, howev.., sere given to. | 
ideas and dominated by antisocialist reservations. There was the large group . 
those who considered themselves apolitical and refused e..n in the new era io bd 
anything but narrow specialists. And finally there were many Nazis among the ir 
tellectualse who, while they had committed no crimes, often only looked with dit . 
and doubt of even despair into the future. 


The young intelligentsia likewise was marked by political-ideological contrasts 

way into the 1950's. Most, to be sure, were active FDJ members and members of other 
democratic mass organizations, students and graduates of worker-peasant facultics, 
hurriedly trained and not even so very young new teachers and people's judges. 

But then there were also young people who had not yet found their bearings in the 
antifascist-democratic order or were flirting with the capitalist West. In view 

of the intensity of the class struggles, and of the most sophisticated ¢giversion 

in which a revived West German imperialism was engaged, it is no surprise that 

@any turned out to be traitors or defectors both in the old and the new intelligent- 
sia. 


It was a hard road and rich in conflicts that led to the emergence of the socialist 
intelligentsia. It did not come without sectarianism and distrust from many workers 
and party members and functionaries. It often demanded of the intellectuals harsh 
stock-taking and thorough reevaluations. With historical prescience our party has 
in all phases of socialist construction shown trust in the intelligentsia and 
assigned constructive tasks to it. It let itself be guided by the thought that 

in dealing with the intellectuals sensitivity and patience were just as mueh needed 
as Marxist-Leninist firmness in principle and party-minded consistency. 





Since the days of unification between the KPD and the SPD there has in this matter 
indeed been an impressive continuity. The SED party executive as early as on 11 
February 1948 adopted the resolution entitled, Intellectuals and Party," which set 
down concrete measures “to create a close alliance between the workers class and 

the intellectuals.” That early the party realized: "“Decisively prerequisite to 
permanently attracting noted scholars and artists is the promotion of art, literature 
and science which has been announced in our principles." The party asked that the 
artists and ecientigts be helped "in overcoming the obstacles on the way to their 
creative activity."* That established the basic principle of the party's alliance 
policy which is in effect to this day. 


Greater Productivity and Effectiveness of Intellectual Work 


The activity of the intellectuals is as multifaceted as socialist society itself. 

It embraces basic and applied research, technological development, production organ- 
ization and management, public education, medical care, jurisprudence, military 
affairs, culture and the arts. Each area of intellectual work has its specifics 








which we have to be aware of, But everywhere it is a matter of raising the pro- 
ductivity and effectiveness of mental work, of bringing the creative capacities 

of the intellectuals into full play. The fact that the intellectuals have an 
alliance parcner in the workers classe which iteelf is more and more marked by 
characteristics such as awareness, fine education and creativity creates favorable 
conditions for it. In the following we mean to ventilate a few problema which, 

it seems to us, apply to all areas in the activity of the intellectuals and in 

the solution of which socialist alliance policy is brought to realization today. 


First, in all the areas it is a matter of high achievements, top positions in 
acience, technology and production, a high level of education, artistic skill 

and highest medical art. "Socialism," so Kurt Hager has said, “can be only a 
growth agd performance society in a well understood sense of our socialist prin- 
ciples."° This is a matter of demanding mental work in wholly new dimensions, 

and it fully meets with the interests of the intellectuals themselves whose natural 
desire is to give their best in their own field. 


Scientific research is in fact always a search for new achievements others have 

not yet come up with, a search for new cognition in terms of the state of inter- 
national knowledge. While we were getting set for the party congress, scientists 
stated they felt still more challenged into genuine scientific top achievements 

by the party policy per se, mainly by its focus on further economic efficiency 
improvements. And they rightly pointed out the concept "scientific top achievement" 
ought not to be handled in a cavalier fashion. We can speak of top achievements in 
research when fundamental theories, methods and procedures either are newly dis- 
covered or significantly further developed, when a research result makes an ia- 
portant contribution to social progress in our country, and when research finds 
international attention and respect. 


Second, high achievements by the intellectuals depend on the social atmosphere that 
surrounds them. There is a favorable climate for mental work in our country, for 
theoretical thinking and artistic creation, which is fertilized above all ‘through 
the cooperative work between the workers class and the intellectuals. And yet we 
must constantly see to it that the place value of complicated mental work is under- 
stood everywhere and the role of science and education as developmental factors, 
fully comprehended. 


What with the nearly 1,600,000 university and technical school graduates since 1949, 
an enormous intellectual potential has been created through high economic expendi- 
tures and cultural-educational efforts on the part of the whole society, for the 
use and increment of which the entire society also bears the responsibility. It 
remains an important task, for example, fully to challenge the creative capacities 
of the sctentific-technical intelligentsia, mainly of the young graduates, in pro- 
duction, research and development. Science works as immediate productive force, 
not only in the materialized form of technologies, machines, equipment, production 
organizations and so forth, but equally directly also as mental productive force 
through the creativity, the knowledge and abilities of the working people. Ac- 
cording to economic scientists, circa one-third of the total increase in labor pro- 
ductivity is attributable to the educational factor. Employing graduates below 
their qualification levels thus leads to economic losses and also negatively af- 
fects their personality development. 
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In this context the question has to be raised how we can more strongly stii' i). 
high achievements by the intellectuals, It is a difficult question becauce ;.. 
measures are often hard to find and to apply for the quality and efficiency o! 1) 
tellectuals, mainly for scientific and artistic work. Our party tends toward 
making salaries, bonuses and other emoluments for the intellectuals still more 
dependent on their performance and toward fully using the possibilities of moral 
recognition. Inducing high mental achievements, as experience has shown, comes 
through making optimum material and mental working conditions available to the 
intellectuals, and by providing the greatest assistance of <./j.'s8 sort to the mo: 
outstanding personalities and collectives. Everywhere an atmosphere has to béÄ 
created in which the intellectuals’ will and readiness fo: performance can fully 
unfold. The chance to think in quiet is as much part of it as exchanging opinio: » 
within the collective. The certitude that one's work is needed and the resi it «. 
one's work are used for the benefit of the people, and that he may expect under- 
standing and goodwill when things become tough--all this may induce a scientist 
and engineer, a teacher, physician or artist, to optimize his efforts. 


More attention ought to be paid to spotting and promoting talents in good time 
whereby to ensure the development of top capacities. This is a task that initially 
confronts the teachers and university teachers. Por the university teacher this 
means providing himself with an entourage of students for whose political-moral 

and character development he feels as responsible ase for their specialized education. 
But a targeted promotion of top capacities is also needed in later stages of per- 
sonality development. That calls for differentiation in approaches, great familiar- 
ity with personnel, empathy for the special conditions under which outstanding 
creators of culture and mental products grow up, and the most individually pitched 
promotion measures. 


Third, the intellectuals are of course themselves responsible for high achievements 
in their specialized field. It is in line with the character of creative intel- 
lectual work and the position by the party and the state toward such work that the 
ones who perform it to an extremely high degree themselves decide which course they 
want to take in their efforts, how good and useful their results are and how to 

come by them. It is therefore of the greatest value that in the collectives of 

the intellectuals and their organizations an open and trusting discussion goes on 
about creative problems and that one's own achievements are soberly and critically 
evaluated, with praise bestowed on what is outstanding and with making no bones about 
what is less accomplished. 





Ultimately all great intellectual «_hievements depend on the political conviction, 
initiative and imagination, willingness for risks and purposefulness of each indi- 
vidual. One of the advantages of socialism lies in that here the unfolding of 
individual creativity need not be enforced against society. The state promotes 
individual abilities, talents and creative capacities. That does not exclude con- 
flicts in individual cases but facilitates their being solved in harmony with 
social and individual interests. 


Unity of Spirit and Power 


Our state in its class character is a form of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
which represents the interests of the entire people. V. I. Lenin wrote in 1919: 
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Structure of Untversity Student Body in Terms of Departments (1980, in percent) 





Proportion of Female Students per Department (in percent) 
Mathematics/Natural Sciences (RR  ) 403 


Technical Sciences a ti‘“‘z ND 
Medicine a _} ess 
Agricultural Sciences a sid) cas 


Economic Sciences a sj cas 
Other Soctal Sciences/Art oY 


Education 74 


ee 


"The dictatorship of the proletariat is a specific form of the class alliance between 
the proletariat, the vanguard of the working people, and the numerous nonproletarian 
strata of the working people (petty bourgeoisie, smallholders, peasantry, intelli- 
gentsia and *9 forth), an alliance to establish and consolidate socialiem for once 
and for all."? The working class alliance with the intellectuals thus is eminently 
political in nature. 








Socialist democracy ensures that the intellectuals as free citizens of the GDR have 
a fair share in shaping the life of socialist society. That is not only vested in 
law but is quotidian practice. In the supreme state power organ of the GDR, the 
People's Chamber, 15.2 percent of the membership is made up of intellectuals, and 
circa two-thirds of them are university and technical school graduates. The mass 
organization of the creators of cultural and intellectual products, the Culture 
League, has its own 22-head fraction in the People's Chamber and is represented by 
2,700 deputies in the local people's representations. Through their membership and 
activities in the trade unions and other mass organizations, in the academies and 
science associations, in the artists affiliations and various advisory bodies in 
the state organs, the intellectuals bring their influence to bear on all public do- 
mains. The intellectuals occupy a solid position in the party in that 22.1 percent 
of the members and candidates is made up of socialist intellectuals. 


What the scientists and artists say is much in demand and has great weight. Hardly 
any decision of social rank is ever made without being prepared and supported by 
intellectuals. That has to do not only with that expert specialists are indispen- 
sable but reflects a social transformation of which Erich Honecker said on 22 June 
1979, in his conference with creators of culture and art: "With the founding of our 
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worker=peasant atate, spirit merged with power , "6 No contradiction but a pro- 
ductive community between intellectuals and state power exists in our country. 
And this is by no means a static relationship without any problema but a cuamun,. 
with its own differences of opinion and disagreements. 


Power questions in our country are also at once questions of culture, science aid 
education because the economic-organizational and the cultural-educational fun. 
of the socialist state is becoming ever more prominent and also because its p.. 
tive function against external attacks from imperialism ar. *gainst violators :. 
our legal order has a profound moral-cultural justification. Among the princ.> . 
mandates of the state is to encourage and protect science and education, cultur: 
and art. Without secure socialist power, a rich spiritual life would be impossi, . 
Anyone who would undermine or jeopardize this power would also be working t war 
the destruction of the spirit. The imperialist centers of diversion would, ex- 
plicitly, want to corrupt the freedom of intellectual creation into a "freedom" 
to engage in antisocialist activity. That sort of "freedom," assuredly, has not 
been provided for in our socialist legal order nor will it ever have any place in 
the practice of our democracy--precisely on behalf of a prosperous development 
of our intellectual life. 


The Prospects for the Socialist Intellectuals 


Under the conditions of socialism, the social stratum of the intellectuals has 
grown much quantitatively and assumed qualitatively new characteristic traits. 


Between 1961 and 1980 the proportion of university and technical school graduates 
among all people working grew from 6.1 to 18.8 percent, a development that was 
especially tempestuous in industry. This quantitative growth is going to continue 
through the next five-year plans. The intelligentsia thus has become an important 
factor in our social structure. 


As to the qualitative side in the development of the intelligentsia, it is mainly 
marked by the rapprochement among all classes and strata on the basis of a con- 
stantly rising level of the productive forces and production relations and by the 
Marxist-Leninist world-outlook and socialist morglity. Sociology has done more 
detailed research on this rapprochement process. There is agreement it has led to 
a preponderance of features held in common between the workers class and the in- 
tellectuals but that still now social differentiations do exist and will also exist 
in the future. The rapprochement among the classes and strata is a historic process 
that is tied up with social development on the whole and cannot be artificially 
speeded up by any special measures. 


The intelligentsia remains a special social stratum because the handling of com- 
plicated mental work that characterizes it is tied up with a whole number of spe- 
cifics which in their entirety not only reflect the natural difference between 
physical and mental work but, above and beyond that, condition social distinction. 
This refers to such factors as the predominance of creative elements in the substance 
of the work done, high skills normally acquired at universities and colleges, and 
particulars in the way of life, mainly in the cultural needs and the ways and means 
and opportunities-for their satisfaction. Those specifics cannot be readily 
“abolished.” The important thing is, instead, to use them--much as the common 
features--as impulses for the development of the creative capabilities of the 
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intellectuals for the sake of scientific-technical and intellectusl-cultural pro- 
gress. The dialectics of the rapprochement process does not amount to a diminishing 
of the social particulars of the intellectuals in favor of what they have in common 
with the workers class but in that, within the characteristic features of the in- 
tellectuals, more and more of the typically working clase characteristics like 
discipline, organization and collectivity merge with the characteristics of the 
intellectuals. 


The socialist intelligentsia thus has far-reaching historic prospects, about which 
Lenin wrote as early as in 1921 “that the specialists as a social stratum of their 
own, who will remain a special stratum until the highest developmental stage of 
communist society is reached, live better under socialism than under capitalisa, 
in material as well as legal respects, in terms of their comradely cooperation 
with the workers and peasants and in intellectual respects, i.e., as to the satis- 
faction they find in their work and in the awareness that their work, ree⸗ from 
the selfish interests of the capitalist clase, brings social benefit. 


The question of the social reproduction of the intellectuals gains special impor- 
tance in this context. It is ensured by that university and college students are 
appropriately recruited from all classes and strata. That is a principle of our 
Constitution. As circa 56 percent of the university and college students comes 
out of workers’ and farmers’ families or worked before studying as workers and 
farmers, and as most students taking correspondence courses and technical students 
learn a specialized technical trade, we have made sure that most intellectuals 
come out of the workers class and the class of the cooperative farmers. Attention 
must however continue to be paid to having the young socialist intelligentsia get 
replenished from the core of the workers class, the specialized workers in the 
combines of industry and construction, up to the scale necessary. A considerable 
segment naturally will have to be recruited from the intelligentsia itself. 


Anyone who has an influence on whether or not young people choose to study at 
universities or colleges ought to consider that by their being delegated to study 
decisions also are being made on the development of an important sector of the 
social structure of the developed socialist society. In this sense, Erich Honecker 
offered the following guideline: "We regard the formation of a young socialist 
intelligentsia with firm ties to the workers class and actively invol in 

shaping public life in our country as a task of high political rank." 





Marxism-Leninism--Ideological Orientation 


Marxism-Leninism today provides the ideological-methodological orientation to most 

of the socialist intellectuals. This does not mean every intellectual is a Marxist- 
Leninist. Christian, generally humanistic and other democratic persuasions have 
their place in socialism, too. But those intellectuals who do not espouse the world- 
outlook of the workers class still derive essential stimuli from it for their 
political position and for their work. 


Marxist-Leninist theory is the dominant ideology also in the intellectual sphere. 
This is shown by the intellectuals’ increasing interests in the discussions on 

ideological and historical matters. No doubt, it is an especially demanding task 
in our propaganda work to satisfy those interests on a high level. And it has to 
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be taken into account here that from these most diversified occupations specific 
ideological problems and interests derive in the various groups of the intelli- 
gentsia. Among the scientists, for example, philosophical, political-economic and 
sociopolitical problems in scientific-technical progresa in the relationship between 
philosophy and the specialized sciences, in the materialist dialectics as 4 metho- 
dology, the ethics of scientific work and the history of science ought to be given 
appropriate consideration. Many authors and artists raise interesting philosophic 
and ethical questions in their works, take a stand on economic, political science 
and social problems, and treat historic matters from a new vantage point. Such 
questions ought to be still more thoroughly debated between artists and social 
scientists. 


The attraction Marxism-Leninism has for intellectuals lies, as we know, in its 
logic and strength of evidence, its cohesiveness and cogency, its offering, from 
an assured foundation of insights, stimulation to ponder and reflect in any 
specialized field whatever. A discussion of ideological matters with and among 
the intellectuals should therefore always be mindful of Erich Honecker's remar’: 
"Marxism-Leninism is a live science connected with social practice. It alters 
that practice and derives new insights from it. This is the way Marx Leninism 
wants to be studied, understood and applied: as a guide for action."1 


1. Comrade Erich Honecker, "Bericht des Zentralkomitees der Sozialistischen Einheits- 
partei Deutschlands an den IX. Parteitag der SED" (SED Central Committee Report 
to the Ninth SED Congress), Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 1976, p 91. 


2. "“Intellektuelle und Partei. Dokumente der Sozialistischen Einheitspartei Deutsch- 
lands" (Intellectuals and the Party--SED Documents), Vol I, Dietz publishing 
house, Berlin, 1952, pp 275-278. 


3. Kurt Hager, "Die Gesellschaftswissenschaften vor neuen Aufgaben" (The Social 
Sciences Confronting New Tasks), Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 1981, p 33. 


4. Cf. Helmut Koziolek, "Reproduktion und Nationaleinkommen. Probleme und Zusammen- 
haenge" (Reproduction and National Income—Problems and Interconnections), Die 
Wirtschaft publishing house, Berlin, 1979, p 189. 


5. V. I. Lenin, "Preface for the Publication of the Speech ‘Cheating the People 
With the Slogans of Freedom and Equality,'" "Werke" (Works), Vol 29, Dietz 
publishing house, Berlin, 1961, p 370. 


6. Erich Honecker, “Our Party's Cultural Policy Is Being Implemented With Success," 
"Unerschuetterliches Buendnis zwischen Partei und Kulturschaffenden" (Unshakable 
Alliance Between Party and Creators of Culture), Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 
1979, p 36. 


7. Cf., e.g., “Koerperliche und geistige Arbeit im Sozialismus" (Physical and 
Mental Work in Socialism), Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 1980. 




















8. V. I. Lenin, "On the Role and the Tasks of the Trade Unions Under the Condi- 
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Aufeaetze" (The People's Well-being Is the Purpose of Our Struggle--Speeches 
and Essays), Vol 5, Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 1978, p 244. 


10. Erich Honecker, "On Topical GDR Domestic and Foreign Policy Issues," NEVES 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


AESTHETIC, REVOLUTIONARY ASPECTS OF SOCIALIST CULTURE ANALYZED 
West German Commentary 
Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 60, 22 Apr 81 ‘iwe-kultur' supplement 


(Report from Berlin: "GDR to Cultivate Cultural Heritege Even More Thoroughly." 
Translations of the GDR culture minister's article cited below, as well as of 
another East Berlin EINHEIT article on the subject follow this commentary] 


[Text] GDR Minister of Culture Hans-Joachim Hoffmann has demanded "to cultivate 
and appropriate the cultural heritage of the past still more comprehensively and 
purposefully and to explore our heritage more consciously still as a source of 
affinity with our socialist home and of patriotism, as a source of proletarian 
internationalism." It was “our duty," he wrote in EINHEIT (No 4/5, 1981) "to do 
everything so that monuments and precious buildings, e.g., important testimonials 
to our history and national culture are not only preserved but are given their 
appropriate place in life today." As means were not unlimited it was all the 
more important "to consider carefully what we must afford lest the future gene- 
rations miss a piece of the foundation on which our real socialism, and our 

and their relations with yesterday and tomorrow are built." 


GDR Culture Minister on Aesthetics 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 36 No 4/5, Apr-May 81 signed to press 13 Mar 81 
pp 460-466 





[Article by Hans-Joachim Hoffmann, member, SED Central Committee; GDR minister for 
culture; and Prof Dr Werner Kuehn, scretary of minister's Cultural Council: "Toward 
an Enhanced Aesthetic Culture." For an earlier discussion by the same authors see 
translation of an October 1975 EINHEIT article, published under the heading, "Con- 
cept of Cultural Heritage and Its Assim!. ‘on Analyzed," in JPRS 66241, 28 Nov 75, 
No 1164 of this series, pp 36-50. For es to other items of related infor- 
mation see translation of a recent West ver 1 analysis of the SED's concept of 
socialist culture, available in JPRS 78075, i4 May 81, No 1879 of this series, 

pp 22-37] 














[Text] To the all-round unfolding of the creative capacities of 
socialist personalities, rich and multifaceted aesthetic relations 

and activities, needs and experiences are indispensable. The aesthetic 
is an irreplaceable element of man's practical-spiritual appropriation 
of the world. As an interacting unity between awareness and practical 
action, aesthetic activity becomes effective in all spheres of human 
life. Socialist cultural policy therefore has to be oriented to a 
multiform web of relations in aesthetic experience and behavior, 
efforts and values. 


The meaning and purpose of communism is to bring about, through the joint efforts 
of all, a high upsurge of the productive forces and to ensure the highest well- 
being and free all-round development of all members of society. That affects the 
consciousness, will, passion and imagination of men and places the broadest un- 
folding of the creativity, talents and spiritual potential of millions more and 
more in the center of all our efforts. 


A Necessary Part of Life 


For the unfolding of creative capacities, the constant expansion and deepening of 
the image of the world of socialist personalities, the perfecting of their character 
traits, the cultivation of their sentiments and the acceptance of justified value 
orientations, rich and multifaceted aesthetic relations and activities, needs and 
experiences are irreplaceable and indispensable. 


We Marxist-Leninists see in the aesthetic not a "pretty ingredient" or "“ornamenta- 
tion" of an all too prosaic mode of ordinary living, as a world of “beautiful ap- 
pearance." We understand aesthetic needs and relations as a unique element of 

men's practical-spiritual appropriation of this world. In everything man does and 
produces and conducts himself, he also always--in conformity with concrete con- 
ditions--expresses his aesthetic ideas, as much as he also always perceives and 
evaluates all that surrounds him from the aspect of his aesthetic sense--be it 
called beautiful or ugly, lofty or base, tragic or comical and so forth. Its socio- 
political and cultural-political importance that relation derives from the fact 

that in aesthetic activity and judgment, reason and sentiment, will and character 
and also what is subconscious and subliminal become effective as a whole, whereby 
we experience and perceive reality in a complex, holistic, sensuously shaped fashion 
and can, by making it an object of awareness, convey social experience. 





The essential content of man's aesthetic activity is forming the world in accor- 
dance with the laws of beaugy. Man alone can apply an inherent, intrinsic measure 
to whatever subject matter.“ Aesthetic activity becomes effective in all spheres 
of human life through an interacting unity between awareness and practical action. 
The aesthetic quality of objective things and phenomena always owns a "reference 
to man"’ (Goethe). The aesthetic, the beautiful, expresses the social nature of 
man and his needs, aspirations and ideals, which are primarily conditioned and 
formed by social practice and the social order. Thus everything that is beautiful 
has an historic-concrete character and at the same time an imperishable universal 
human value, which can be revealed in its universal human significance only to the 
extent that what is beautiful becomes the common good of the people, of all men. 
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In various ways aesthetic value criteria and value judgmerts, which are determined 
historically, in their class character and socially and constitute a form of parti- 
sanship, in being affirmed or rejected, enter into the activities of men and 
stimulate and motivate their action. The capacity to sense and understand the 
aesthetic, the beauty in al’ the appearances in the world, leads to and con- 
stantly renews the need always to look for beauty, for harmony, for the “inherent 
measure," and to act in accv.dance with those criteria. A holistic and consciously 
creative character human conduct only gains when man works not only to make a 
living, or acts not only for reasons of moral imperatives, but also perceives the 
beauty and loftiness of his work, his actions, his conduct, through his reason and 
sentiments, and when he rejects unethical, dishonest and infamous acts also because 
he understands and feels them to be ugly and base, and fights against them. Like- 
wise, patriotism and internationalism, loyalty to socialism and solidarity become 
all the more a truly moving force when they no longer merely come from a political 
conviction and ideological position but are at the same time also aesthetically 
formed understanding and emotion. So a socialist also should not only know but 


should, in addition, perceive why he must bear a weapon and against whom he must 
use it! 


Certainly, an individual can--even among us--evade the sense for beauty, the cul- 
tivation of his aesthetic perception, judgment and conduct. But modes of behavior 
like loafing on the job, egoism, overindulgence in the intake of alcohol, rowdyisn, 
cheating and so forth always prove to be in their outcome aesthetically "ugly," 
"low" or “base” because they contradict the characteristics of the human species 
and ultimately always come at the expense, and the burdens, of our fellow-men, of 
our entire society. Making aesthetic value criteria and value judgments prevail-- 
an important task in practical cultural politics--always is tied up with the answer 
to the question about the meaning of life and the dignity, rights and duties of man. 
For all these reasons we have assigned the task to us in socialism to lift the 
workers class and all other working people onto a high level of consciously ex- 
perienced and aesthetically shaped culture and to enable them to gain an ever 
deeper comprehension, rationally and emotionally, of the value criteria of social- 
ism, so that each can have an aesthetic perception of his own actions as well as 
those of others and judge them in these terms from the standpoint of our social- 
ist position, too. 


A far-flung process in forming personalities and shaping society has got started 

in our socialist system which has to be guided and directed with circumspection and 
systematically. Conscious aesthetic experience and conduct, aesthetic training and 
education, become more and more of concern to the entire people. There are no 
social groups that could register any privileges or preferential rights with 
respect to aesthetic culture. By creatively sharing the shaping and responsibiliésy 
in the construction of our society, millions of people also increasingly experience 
the acknowledgement of their own self and the pleasure of living in aesthetic terms. 
Socialist cultural policy thus has to be oriented to a multiform web of relations 
of aesthetic experience and behavior, efforts and values. 


Aesthetic Culture and Education 


A highly cultured man, with a high sense for aesthetic culture, enjoys great respect 
in socialist society. But this level of culture is no natural endowment. It forms 
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through his practical conduct and ie instilled in him almost his whole life long. 
Man comes under aesthetic “influence” from all sides--consciously and unconsciously-- 
from his early childhood. for his personality formation, a whole variety of 
phenomena of aesthetic culture or, to put it more generally still, of an overall 
Aesthetic milieu becomes formative. Toye and games, the home environment and the 
family's mode of life, the behavior of others, influences and impressions by 
nature, his town, hie street, his school, ‘ashions, working ekille and his active 
participation in the work process, sports, television programs and, not last, of 
course, the arte=--a sheer boundless web of aesthetic phenomena, impressions, in- 
fluences, activities and so forth forms the aesthetic culture, shapes the aesthetic 
relations and activities of man. 


Aesthetic culture is an important element in the socialist image of personality. 
It is therefore a cultural policy task of the first rank to refine the aesthetic 
sensitivity and aesthetic culture of the working people, to sensitize their ear, 
eye and intellect, constantly to cultivate the sense for beauty that is more or 
leas developed in every man and the knowledge of the laws of beauty. Socialist 
society has all the prerequisites for it. It pays much attention to aesthetic 
education, the encounter with works of art, to self-generated cultural activity, 
early in the nursery, then in the kindergarten, the school, in vocational training 
and in the army, in the enterprise and in the residential area. More continuity 
must, to be sure, still be given to that process. Our rich cultural life offers 
many opportunities and enticements for affecting and shaping man's aesthetic 
culture, feeling and thinking. We must see to it everywhere that this enormous 
arsenal of cultural-aesthetic influence factors is made effective and is used with 
maximal effect. That also requires judging cultural institutions of any kind not 
merely by quantitative criteria. They sust, rather, yield real cultural, ideo- 
logical and social results that conform with our contemporary social requirements 
and with the individual expectations of socialist personalities. Here are found 
the decisive tasks and reserves. 


In the intellectual struggles of our time, aesthetic activity, culture and educa- 
tion are receiving new contents and dimensions. Through the fraternal alliance 
of the socialist countries, they also must be aimed at taking a creative part in 
bringing out what our socialist national cultures have in common, in their in- 
creasing reciprocal enrichment and permeation. At the same time our socialist 
position had and has to be worked out and be made to prevail in an implacable 
intellectual confrontation with the discontent in the present and the fear of the 
future, with tendencies of resignation and dread, pessimism and irrationalisa, 
which pervade bourgeois culture and intellectual life in the capitalist countries 
and find their expression in the loss of a humanistic intellectual and moral 
orientation and in a far-reaching corruption of the true, the good and the beautiful. 
The class conflict in the cultural field is becoming more intense and varied. 


\ll considerations about aesthetic education must be based on the realization that 
it has to be conceived and used as a certain and specific aspect of all forms of 
education, as an irreplaceable aspect of personality formation, all-inclusive in 
its effect. Our social development demands that the problems in aesthetic educa- 
tion be more accurately defined still theoretically and be further elaborated. 
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Work and Performance Readiness 


The new conditions that wold the character of work in socialism have their effect 
not merely by being there. They must also be used and understood subjectively. 
The new socialist attitude toward work, for instance, presupposes not merely a 
high degree of consciousness. A socialist or communist attitude toward work re- 
quires a sense and knowledge of the magnitude and meaning of labor freed from ex- 
ploitation. Even when, concretely, the effort to be performed still amounts to 
heavy physical work, when the work is routine and, at times, still monotonous. In 
spite of all the problems that result from it, we regard work and ite resultse-- 
in reference to a thought by Johannes R. Becher--as the finest and highest form 
of the enjoyment of life. Life that fails to be passionately devoted to work is 
barren, after all, void, boring--an existence in indleness--, unendurable, inhuman, 
as it is incompatible with the essence of man.° A communist attitude toward work 
therefore is inconceivable without a developed aesthetic attitude toward it. 


Strengthening our economic efficiency and our country's economic capacity is no 
economic policy or economic task in the narrow sense of the word. Experienced 
foremen, brigade chiefs, plant managers and combine directors know well enough 

that a cultured climate, developed aesthetic culture in the work collective, and 

in the towns and communities where people work, live and spend their leisure, can 
greatly contribute to the working people's job satisfaction and sense of comfort, 
promote creativity, strengthen man in his sense of value and move socialist society 
closer to its desired ideal. 


Today, production efficiency improvements crucially depend on scientific-technical 
progress. That is however not only understood in socialism as a revolutionizing 
of science and technology--whatever may be thought about it still in some places, 
unfortunately. Because this process also affects the life of society so strikingly 
and must be pushed forward with energy by all working people, for the sake of its 
further development, man, the gost important productive force, and the production 
relations men (and only men!) enter into, must always be included in the picture 
when we think about it and investigate it. Our development makes ever more appa- 
rent how much our cultural level, our intellectual-cultural life and our dealing 
with art have to do with the decision on whether and how effectively our country's 
working people cope with the high demands of the scientific-technical revolution— 
including its social consequences, whether and how they acquire the abilities to 
master most up-to-date technologies, in order to produce commodities which meet 
technical top parameters and at the same time excel aesthetically. Much depends 
on the general cultural level, the harmonious development of personality and thus 
on avoiding one-sided rational education for the working people of our republic to 
be able to solve the key problems of scientific-technical progress, those of ef- 
ficiency and qualities--and that is equally true for the production worker as for 
the engineer or the combine director. Also, and not least, an aesthetic appropri- 
ation of the »rtificial and natural environment is needed for coping with the 
scientific-technical revolution. Scientific, scientific-technical and aesthetic 
appropriation of reality fuse together. This is a process of which our social 
policy takes account in general and our cultural policy in particular. 
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Aesthetic Activity and the Environment 


For the moat different reasons greater practical importance attaches at present 

to aesthetic design for the built-up or constructed environment and to the theo- 
retical interest in the problems that are connected with it. A novel and com- 
plicated, still hardly explored, web of economic, social and cultural relations 

has evolved here. Mainly it is that the aesthetic components, the cultural factors 
in urban construction, in the renewal of old inner-cities and the construction of 
new residential areas are increasing in social value as visibly as, for instance, 
the planning and preservation and protection of nature. 


New and novel fields of tension have emerged thereby. In the complex structuring 
and maintenance of urban, industrial and natural living spaces, fundamental sociel, 
economic, ecological and specific aesthetic tasks, needs and prerequisites come 
together. With industrial and housing construction we are aleo assigned the task 
to create a harmonious, beautiful environment. The main thing is, as was under- 
lined by the Seventh Construction Conference, to improve the quality of urban 
structures through complex design and reach better effects, through lower invest- 
ments, for the good of the citizens. For that reason we also eyetenat {cally ex- 
tend the cooperation between urban construction and architectural art.’ Architec- 
tural forms must conform to the level of scientific and technical progress and the 
intellectual demands and aesthetic requirements of the people of today and sust 
not lose any of their affective influence. 





Also man's relationship with nature calls for a pronounced sensitivity to its 
aesthetic components. Knowing about its utility must not be the end-all of our 
relation to nature. It gust also draw on the love, respect and joy and the ability 
of man to sense and appreciate the beauty of nature, its grandeur and magnificence. 


If the working people experience their environment aesthetically, as harmonious, 
as beautiful, this can promote permanent social comfort, arouse feelings for one's 
homeland, strengthen the love for one's fatherland, and help form and deepen 
socialist patriotism. 


The Aesthetic Significance of Art 


We Marxist-Leninists conceive of art in the unity of its great variety as a specific, 
unique and, at the same time, highly developed type of aesthetic activity. Our 
society respects and needs art of all types and genres in their particular aesthetic 
quality and personality-forming efficacy. The spirit and content of ideas in art, 
its sociological significance and the strength with which it forms gen can come 

only through the aesthetic effect it has. 


The special capacity of art lies in its capturing all of man, affecting his reason 
and emotion at equal measure, and in providing pleasure through the realization that 
human destiny can be coped with. That is why socialist art activates the struggle 
for the cause of socialism, cultivates imagination and mores, deepens the pleasure 
of living, and helps in its particular way to perceive life, with all its develop- 
ments, struggles, conflicts and difficulties, as beautiful and worth living. In 
its unique ways and means it can make possible comprehending the magnitude of all 
that which spells out the meaning of life, the purpose of socialism and of the 
revolutionary struggle in our time of worldwide transformations. It helps our 
deeper understanding of and sense for the great humanistic line of tradition to 
which we belong and which we carry on. 
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So the continued shaping of the developed socialist society is unthinkable without 
the activating role of the arte and without people who need and love art. No true 
and complete possession of reality by man is possible without art. Despite the 
gretifying increase in the interest in art--today as well as in the past--we can- 
not ignore that the needs for art and dealing with it proceed in a most contra- 
dictory way. Above all, thie ise a process that does not become automatic through 
the improvements in the material living conditions. The development of the arts 
and their reception and effect--even if it depends on many spontaneous and indi- 
vidual factore--are constantly and systematically promoted in socialist society 
by our Marxist-Leninist party and our socialist state, and that means intellectuai- 
ly, substantively and conceptually as well as materially. Our socialist cultural 
policy seeks to develop and use all functions of the arts to develop socialist 
thought and conduct, experiential capacity and the joy in discovery, the desire 

to shape thinge and the sense for beauty, sensitivity to forms and taste, and 

the sense for pleasure and for art. 


Perceiving and Understanding Our Place in History 


The great capacity of socialist aan,® an advantage of socialism, lies in per- 
ceiving his own, and absorbing, everything the human spirit and hand have created. 
it has to be used ever more extensively so that in the working people's emotions 

and thoughts an internal relationship is established with the dreams and deeds, 

the experiences and accomplishments of the past, while they more deeply comprehend 
contradictions and discontinuities alike, victories and defeats in the vast struggles 
of history, and the historic spot man and socialism occupy today with respect to the 
centuries-old progress of history. It is our historic responsibility as the 
workers class in power to engage still more extensively and purposefully in the 
cultivation and appropriation of the cultural heritage of our past and still 

more consciously explore our heritage as a source for our socialist love for our 
homeland and for our patriotism, and as source of proletarian internationaliss. 

It is our duty to do what we can so that sonuments and precious buildings, e.g., 
important testimonials to our history and national culture, are not only preserved 
but are given their appropriate place in life today. We can of course include in 
our plans only what we can afford. It is therefore all the sore important to 
consider carefully what we must afford, lest the future generations miss a piece 

of the foundation on which our real socialism, and our and their relations with 
yesterday and tomorrow, are built. 


Particular importance attaches to our legacy in the arts. An encounter with that 
legacy of course requires open-mindedness, curiosity, love for art and also a 
certain degree of historical knowledge and awareness of our tradition so that we 
can emotionally and intellectually comprehend its beauty and stratification and 
absorb that--which is a process that in turn profoundly affects man's conscious- 
ness of history and tradition. Through the variety of such interactions, our 

art legacy helps to a not insignificant degree in forming real humanistic value 
and conduct orientations, in shaping socialist human attitudes toward work and 
nature and, not last, developing man's capacity for experience and enjoyment and 
his taste.” Cultural institutions, the mass media, the schools, and all state and 


social forces must use the great opportunities for it by means of a still greater 
wealth of ideas. 














In the future it will be necessary to create still more awareness of the various 
internal pointe of reference between our socialist German national culture and our 
international cultural heritage. Above all, the development of socialiem into a 
world system hae given us the task also to develop a deep internal, prominently 
emotional relationship with what the others have become, their struggles, victories 
and problems. Any given national cultural legacy receives broader opportunities 
for becoming effective from the friendly cooperation among the socialist countries 
while it more strongly penetrates int« the intertwining between national and inter- 
national cultural development. Opportunities and impulses arise here which today 
can hardly be foreseen in their whole dimensions and which must systematically be 
developed and used in the cultural cooperation among the fraternal socialist 
countries. 





Our party policy is aimed at the well-being of the people and of each individual 
person. Our declared objective is to raise the whole personality of working man 
onto a cultural level that is commensurate to the highest material, ethical and 
aesthetic achievements mankind has produced. Therefore it is our task to create 
ever fuller awareness of culture, the arts, and aesthetic experience and conduct 
as something fundamental, elementary, inviolable for the development of socialist 
society as for the existence of each individual, and as a firm component of our 
social policy. 


1. Cf. “Aesthetik Heute” (Aesthetics Today), Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 1978, 
p 41, see also Rudolf Juerschik, "Aesthetische Beziehungen" (Aesthetic Relations), 
Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 1976; Hans Koch, "The Function and Effect of 
Literature and Art in Forming a Marxist-Leninist Image of the World and Forming 
Communist Ideals and Value Concepts," "Literaturunterricht und kommunist ische 
Erziehung der Schuljugend" (Literature Instruction and Communist Education of 
School Youth), VEB Volk und Wissen publishing house, Berlin, 1979, pp 7 ff. 


2. Cf. Karl Marx, “Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844," Marx/Engels, "Werke" 
(Works), supplementary volume, first part, Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 1968, 
pp 516-517. 


3. Cf. Johannes R. Becher, “Das poetische Prinzip" (The Poetic Principle), 
"Gesammelte Werke" (Collected Works), Vol 14, Aufbau publishing house, Berlin 
and Weimar, 1972, pp 432-433. 


4. Cf. Moissej Kagan, “Vorlesungen zur marxistisch-leninistischen Aesthetik" 
(Lectures on Marxist-Leninist Aesthetics), Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 1974, 
pp 220-221 

5. Cf. ithid. 


6. Cf. Johannes R. Becher, "Macht der Poesie" (The Power of Poetry), "Gesammelte 
Werke," Vol 14, p 157. 


7. For systematically fostering cooperation in this field on a central and, mainly, 
territorial level, there were published in 1980 "Principles for the Further 
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Improvement of the Cooperation Between the State Organe in Construction and 
Culture in the Field of Urban Construction and Architectural Art in Urban 
Design, the Preparation and Implementation of Measures in City Planning" 
and guidelines were agreed upon for their implementation. That has created 
sound foundations for solving those taske in the 1980's. 


8. Cf. Alfred Kurella, "Das EBigene und das Fremde" (Our Own and That of Others), 
Aufbau publishing house, Berlin and Weimar, 1968, p 302. 


9. Cf. Horst Hartmann, “The Specific Contribution by the Appropriation of the 
Literary Heritage to the Development of the Image of the World and the Rela- 
tiona to History and the Tradition by the Young Generation Today," 
"Literaturunterricht und kommunistische Erziehung der Schuljugend," loc. cit., 
pp 55-56. 


SED Scholar on Cultural Revolution 


East Berlin EINHETT in German Vol 36 No 4/5, Apr-May 81 signed to press 13 Mar 81 
pp 467-472 


[Article by Prof Dr Hane Koch, candidate member, SED Central Committee; director, 
Institute for Marxist-Leninist Culture and Art Studies, Academy of Social Sciences, 
SED CC: “Nature and Road of the Socialist Cultural Revolution in the GDR") 


[Text] The socialist cultural revolution is one of the intrinsic 
elements of the general inevitabilities in the construction of the 
new society. Proceeding from that consideration it is being shown 
that socialist culture, further developing in the GDR as a culture 
of the workers class and all working people, comes combined with 

the formation of a new mode of life, and that the gradual improve- 
ment of the material and cultural standard of living is, objectively, 
as much part of this process as the further development of all of 
men's creative potentials. Labor in society is the foundation for 
socialist culture and the source of cultural creativity. 


Among the general inevitabilities in the construction of the new society is "the 
materialization of the socialist revolution in the field of ideology and culture, "1 
This today is an international experience in the transition period from capitalism 
to socialism and the shaping, or perfecting, of the developed socialist society. 
Carrying on the socialist cultural revolution belongs among the profound historic 
changes through which the developed socialist society takes shape. 


It was not by accident that Comrade Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev asserted at the 26th 
CPSU Congress: “In the period of developed socialism, the transformation of all 
social relations is brought to completion on the collective foundations that are 
inherent to the new order. This transformation embraces the material as well as 
the intellectual field, our whole way of life. For developing our personality ever 
more completely, great material and intellectual opportunities are given to us, 

and we shall continue and enhance them. But at the same time it is important 

for everyone to know how to use them reasonably." 
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The Nature of the Socialist Cultural Revolution 


The point in the process of the socialist cultural revolution is to create all- 
inclusive cultural conditions, contents and values that expedite the shaping of 

a new socialist way of life and the formation of universally developed personal- 
ities, At the Ninth SED Congress Comrade Erich Honecker made the point that the 
penetrating changes that are giving shape to the developed socialist society are 
also taking place in the intellectual-cultural field. The enhanced educational 
level is a basic element of socialist life because, after all, extensive knowledge 
and insights are indispensably prerequisite to human creativity. Socialist de- 
velopment under the conditions of the scientific-technical revolution makes 

the appropriate requirements more important. “The working people's intellectual- 
cultural interests and needs not only increase, they aleo become more diversified. 
The features of socialist personality are becoming ever more pronounced. These 
are men with sound education and ideological conviction, and with broad hor —* 
conscious an’ -nergetic builders of the new world of socialism and communiss." 


The sociali. «Atural revolution brings the formation of a historically new type 

of human culture to completion, a culture of the workers class and of all working 
strata of the people, indissolubly connected with the shaping of a "new aan" and a 
new way of life. It is important here to structure socialist culture as an organic 
extension of all the progressive culture in one's own people and in humanity. The 
socialist cultural revolution evolves and makes flower the various socialist national 
cultures in close interaction with the cultures of the various socialist nations 

and their continual effective mutual enrichment. 





The transformation in the cultural field, melded with the transformation in the 
ideological field, also comes about as an irreplaceable, specifically cultural 
contribution to the development of all fundamental social, economic, political 

and other processes in any given developmental phase of socialist construction. 

Tt is indispensable for releasing all values, advantages and impulses of socialist 
society. It is indissolubly tied up with bringing the profoundly humanistic 
meaning of socialism to realization. 


An Integrated Revolutionary Process 


The course of the cultural revolution in our country has proceeded--despite all 
the clearly visible caesuras and markedly differentiated tasks in the various 
phases--through the continuity of a cultural and cultural policy movement, which 
the 10th party congress is no doubt going to provide further powerful impulses for. 


What we in the GDR call the “antifascist-democratic revival of German culture” is 
one of the great achievements and lasting, and lastingly effective, accomplishments 
of the integrated process of this transformation. It combined out getting away from 
fascist ideas and the revolutionary solution for democratic and anti-imperialist 
cultural tasks with approaching advanced tasks, with a maximum spread of strong 
elements of socialist culture, the creating of favorable conditions for a gulti- 
faceted shaping of the socialist character of our culture, and the unfolding of 

the creative capabilities and social activities of the working masses as a chief 
process of the cultural revolution. 
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With laying the foundations for socialiem, socialist culture in the GDR irrevocably 
became the predominant culture in town and countryside, in art institutions and 
universities. It passed its test in this matter in coping with more than just 

one difficult trial. Culture became a more and more pronounced and comprehensive 
mark of a socialist national culture in the GDR. There is no fixed point which 
could mark this qualitative conversion. It is the outcome of our whole develop- 
ment since 1949, and its roots in the German cultural movement may be traced from 
there for another 100 years back into the history of the German workers movement. 


From the outset our Marxist-Leninist party acted from the conviction and with the 
responsibility that it alone exercised legitimate leadership in the cultural 
renewal and transformation. As the conscious and organized vanguard of the 
workers class, it implemented this leadership in every stage through a broad al- 
liance with cultural-creative forces of various social and ideological persuasions. 
In this the formation of a strong socialist intelligentsia--coming mainly out of 
the ranks of the workers class and the other working etrata of our people--was one 
of the most important cultural achievements the party initiated. In this steady 
intellectual struggle the party resolutely turned down any anticommunist slander 
and anti-Leninist attacks. 





Socialist culture subsumes all values of genuine humanity, of the desire for peace, 
of antifascism, the interests in pursuit of the people's well-being, and anti- 
imperialist solidarity--and not only those that have come down to us from the past. 
Therein precisely lies the basis for permitting the workers class to move ahead in 
every phase of the cultural revolution in a broad alliance with all forces of 
humanistic persuasion. 


In the shaping of the developed socialist society, the further transformation starts 
out from a new sociohistorical and cultural level. It now bases itself on precon- 
ditions understood as socialism's "own foundations" in the cultural field too. 

That is demonstrated mainly by the historic creativity of the masses and their 
attitudes in the spirit of proletarian internationalism and socialist patriotisn, 
and by the proven ability of the workers class and its alliance partrers to manage 
the state and the economy. The commensurate degree of maturity is reflected by 

such fundamental ideological and cultural facts as the firmly rooted socialist 
awareness by large parts of the workers class and other strata, the predominance 

of the Marxist-Leninist ideology in the intellectual life, the construction and 
effectiveness of the socialist educational system (with the 10-grade general edu- 
cation polytechnical secondary schools as its core), the spread of socialist realism 
as the dominant mode of artistic creation and its strongly taking root within the 
people and other matters like that. What previously had appeared the objective of 
great transformations now enters into the conditions for continuing penetrating 
cultural changes. 


The social nature of our culture keeps developing further as the culture of the 
workers class and the entire working people--but now on the basis of essential 
changes in the social structure implying penetrating cultural changes. When com- 
pared with the point at the beginning, they are as apparent among the workers class 
as among the cooperative farmers and the socialist intelligentsia. 
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in the course of the cultural revolution the deeply humanistic meaning of socialism 
becomes ever more pronounced, Always is it aimed directly at "creating all the 
vonditions for the social relations and physical and mental abilities of men to be 
able to untold fully and providing all possibilities for them to be able to give 
meaning and culture to their lives,' 


Among the fundamental goals of our party policy for the good of the people is to 
ensure and gradually further enhance the material and cultural standard of living 
through high achievements and efficiency in socialist production. 


The 1970's aghered in mostly remarkable growth rates in cultural goods and achieve- 
ments. The GDR's cultural standard of living is rather high. Our republic is 

among the countries with the gr: st television density (television sets per 1,000 
inhabitants). It stands in the mt rank of the “countries that read." Not only 
in that respect is it ahead of so highly developed a capitalist country as the FRG, 
hut equally so in the number attending concerts, museums and exhibitions, education- 
al events and sites of our cultural heritage. Yet when one compares the number of 
persons attending cultural events and performances in the various bezirks of our 
republic with one another, it turns out that there still are considerable dif- 
ferences. By objective conditions and factors alone this cannot be explained. 

It becomes clear that noteworthy reserves can be found even within the given oppor- 
tunities for taking advantage of cultural goods and services, so as to further 
enhance our cultural standard of living. 


This is not the place to commment onthe difficulties in satisfying those ramified 
legitimate cultural needs where such satisfaction is ever more strongly wanted-- 
also because it is the unit by which we measure our cultural standard of living, 
be it diversified relations with nature, entertainment and sociability of various 
forms, dance, games, personal hobbies and so forth. 


The solving of the housing problem as a social probiem, in which the party is pur- 
posefully engaged, the effective implementation of the housing construction pro- 
gram, is a cultural achievement of high rank. We now experience in a positive 
sense what Engels once had in mind when he wrote about the poor conditions of 
proletarian housing in Manchester: "Satisfying the needs for housing will be a 
yardstick for how all other needs are satisfied."’ In the implementation of the 
housing construction program on the one side and the concern for cultivated 
working conditions, on the other, lie the major concerns at present for developing 
a material culture appropriate to socialism. 


(he imperialist enemy stubbornly seeks to malign the party's concern for the 
material welfare of the people as a surrender of humane, idealistic and moral, 
intellectual-cultural values and value orientations. Material well-being, however, 
is no isolated entity in our society. Raising the material and cultural standard 
of Living is an element in our basic economic law, the material and the cultural 
forming a dialectical unity. This unity is the specific mark of what amounts to 
both the level of the standard of living under socialist conditions and the social 
quality of the socialist way of life. 
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Withal, it could still be more of a part of our intellectual-cultural life to 
engage in public debate on the meaning and purpose of consimeton in our society, 
man's relationship with objects, with "beautiful things," goods and social services, 
on the connection between the standard of living and the content of life, and on 
forming a value system which also in this respect would satisfy the socialist way 
of life, 


Work=--Creat ivity--Cul ture 


Labor is the centerpiece of the socialist way of life, the source and spring of action 
for decisive values in socialist culture. That the working people's labor is 

free from *' chains of capitalist exploitation and alienation is of far-reaching 
cultural Lousequences. Socialist labor turns more and more into the essential 
foundation and impulse for cultural creativity. Creative demands and capacities, 
communal relations and personality values are evolving .rom it that are indis- 
solubly tied up with any further advances in culture. Being free from exploitation, 
labor in socialism, among other things, objectively demands of the working people 
an all-inclusive development of socialist work culture, the coping with a personal 
"time economy" and the acquisition of broad overall views for understanding eco- 
numic and social frames of reference. Simultaneously, due to the new content of 
labor, there develops among the working people the need for intellectual-cultural 
compensation for their exertion in their diligent, intensive labor activities. 


The orientation to higher goals in cultural development thus is principally deter- 
mined by the creative demands and requirements of socialist labor. The ninth 
party congress asked for systematically developing the knowledge, skills, awareness, 
inventiveness and diversified interests of the working people and for developing 
their creativity. In this connection it constitutes a "major direction of social- 
ist cultural work" to provide, much more broadly and at higher quality, a wide 
field of activity for all creative inclinations and interests of men, “tavelen 
their diverse talents and abilities and form a creative attitude toward life. 
Remarkable advances have been made in this direction, not least because of the 
activities of the Culture League. Nevertheless, the spread of cultural work by 

the people that is needed for that altogether still remains below the opportunities 
at hand. 


The people's initiative in preparation of the 10th party congress in the early 
1980's set new criteria for the working people's creativity which also must more 
strongly inform the cultural movement--in Lenin's sense of entering into ordinary 
Life, into the culture of men. We may point out here a few elements of this new 
quality. 


One impulse for moving ahead is found in an implacable performance comparison 
(among comparable work collectives on the one side and among fairs, for world 
standards, on the other). That suggests that the question about the motivation in 
the intention to perform creatively and about the inherent personality values, 
about impeding attitudes, and about moral (and of course also objective material) 
conditions for success and failure, should be placed much more in ‘(he focus of our 
intellectual-cultural life. For this, it seems to me, one cannot ignore the trend 
toward higher individuality in exemplary achievements by innovators and rationali- 
zers. Such achievements more than ever bear a personal signature and answer the 
question about an individual, personal contribution to solving new and extremely 
complicated tasks. 











A much greater personal concern shown for overall economic tasks and requirements 
is--as Comrade Erich Honecker explained in Gera--one of the most remarkable recent 
manifestations.’ That is undoubtedly connected with a more mature development. 1 
form of the impulses of socialism based on an identity, on principle, between social 
and personal interests. Are we already sufficiently concerned intellectually--and 
this also means with respect to many works of art--with the "productive" relations 
between overall] social and personal interests, and with its signifying a gain in 
human individuality? 


Things move ahead best where the intellectual potentials of the production process 
are nothing the worker thinks alien, where key problems in scientific-technical 
progress are recognized and intellectually worked out and coped with. Even so, 
contents and structures of our intellectual-cultural life may still more strongly 
produce an affinity with new scientific-technical processes and results and 
altogether--also by means of the arts--make us still more aware of the sources 

of creativity. 


In socialist development in actior, notably in the sphere of labor, requirements 
are evidently becoming ripe which ought to induce us to look still more deeply into 
the factors behind creative activity and derive still stronger impulses for such 
activities. 


A Great Human Demand 


At the sixth central committee session in 1972, which dealt with the questions of 
our party's cultural policy, Comrade Kurt Hager said that socialist culture embraces 
the whole intellectual, ethical, aesthetic and emotional development level of man, 
the totality of his knowledge, skills, talents, modes of conduct, attitudes and 
convictions, his social habits and his pleasures. He put it this way: "In all 
fields we must work out and enforce our —9⸗ position, our value judgments, our 
perceptions of life, our social psychology." 


Much has been done in that direction in recent years--especially by works of 
literature and art--, also in the sense of a party-minded criticism of whatever 
does not measure up to our value criteria and positions. The vivid concreteness and 
radiating strength of paintings presenting the inner world and external relations of 
men in socialism have added to the cultural wealth of our socialist society. And 
this remains valid: "In their taking part in structuring and shaping our socialist 
image of personality, multicolored, rich and ramified, our ethics, and our concept 
of man, concretely in its relevance to the maturing of socialism in all domains of 
life, our artists are working on the rain thoroughfare of our social progress." 


That holds true not only for the arts but for the totality of our cultural life. 
While no materialist would want to ignore the basic material conditions and stimuli 
for personal modes of conduct, it also would not be dialectical to slight the moral 
factors and impulses in all the forms of social action and human community. 


How is man to live? What for? And how not? Which ideals should he commit himself to, 
which "vital strategies" should he follow--and which of them are morally wrong? 
Ethical culture evolves and materializes in the field of tension between what is 
personally and what is socially significant. That is always based in our society 

















on the possibility of identity between personal orientations and the abjective 
necessities of social and historical development. Merely adapting to what is 
socially necessary would not satisfy the desirable level of ethical culture, the 
full unfolding of personal and social energies. Only personal convictions for which 
one is willing to stand up, decisions of one's own, tested and tried through con- 
flicts, personal ideals and value orientations which harmonize with lofty social 
objectives and far-reaching historical perspectives, meet the demands of a high 
ethical culture commensurate to a developed socialist society. 


Ethical problems, the questions about the sense and purpose of human existence 

in the struggles of our time, about the place and value of human individuality 
within the society at large, about the strength and impotence of man in the 

course of history, his reasons for certitude about the future or for his dreading 
the perils threatening mankind, and about the individual's claim to happiness and 
the social and personal conditions for bringing it about--such questions are playing 
an increasingly greater role both in the intellectual struggles of our age and 

under the conditions of the significant advances of socialism in the GDR. 


In the course of the socialist cultural revolution the time has arrived where we 
must address a wealth of such questions--not only in the sense of deriving a basic 
orientation but also of a contribution to their solution on a new and elevated 
level of socialist development with all the new conditions and contradictions 
deriving therefrom. This great humanistic claim and the moral-political maturity 
typifying the developed socialist society make it necessary to give much more 
thought to it. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SUMMARIES Oy ‘ HER MAJOR ‘EINHE!T' ARTICLES 


East Berlin EiNHEIT in German Vol 36 No 4/5, Apr-May 81 signed to press 13 Mar 81 
"Resumes' addendum 


The SED--Leading Force in Improving Management and Planning 


{Summary of article by Guenter Mittag, SED Politburo member and Central Committee 
secretary for economic affairs; pp 340-348. A translation of this article is pub- 
lished under the heading, "Mittag on Flexibility in Planned Economy, Role of Com- 
bines," in a recent JPRS issue of EAST EUROPE REPORT: ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL 
AFFAIRS ] 


[Text] An essential part of the implementation of our party program 
lies in further shaping our socialist planned economy. Based on a 
correct social strategy, the objective is to use all advantages and 
impulses of socialism at a social scale for the benefit of the people. 
Que party has elaborated such a strategy and responds on its basis 

to the new questions of economic growth. Thus the socialist planned 
economy demonstrates its flexible reaction capacity to new demands 
under altered reproduction conditions. It gives evidence to its 
dynamics in that the party resolutely implements its leading role. 


Reflections on the Eve of the Party Congress 


{Summary of article by Albert Norden, SED Politburo member and Central Committee 
secretary; member, GDR Council of State; pp 349-353] 


[Text] With deep satisfaction the author, who has invested his 
whole life in the party for six decades, remarks that dreams of his 
youth he once believed in the far distant future are already assuming 
tangible shape in the developed socialist society in the GDR. He 
makes a special point of the profound importance of the Eighth and 
Ninth SED Congresses, emphasizing this: our party has always pointed 
out the correct course because it has always kept faith with Marxism- 
Leninism. The German communists’ struggle for a socialist fatherland 
has found its fulfillment in the GDR. 
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FDJ Strength Through Party Guidance 


[Summary of article by Egon Krenz, candidate member, SED Politburo; first secretary, 
Central Council, Free German Youth (FDJ); pp 362-369) 


[Text] The founding of a united political mass organization of youth 
in conjunction with the creation of working class unity as a historic 
decision on behalf of the young generation. What about the readiness 
of youth to make its contribution to the all-round strengthening of 
the GDR? How is the FDJ meeting its test in educating, under SED 
leadership, steadfast fighters for establishing the communist society, 
encouraging youth creativity and initiative, involving them actively 
in coping with scientific-technical progress, and developing a rich 
intellectual-culturai life? 


Thirty-five Years of Struggle for Peace 


{Summary of article by Oskar Fischer, member, SED Central Committee; GDR minister 
for foreign affairs; pp 370-376] 


[Text] Peace has always been a fundamental concern of the struggle by 
the working class. Safeguarding it has always been the focal point in 
the policy of the SED ever since it was founded 35 years ago and has 
become an irrevocable constitutional maxim of the workers and farmers 
state under its leadership. In firm fraternal alliance with the 
Soviet Union and the other countries in the socialist community, the 
GDR is making its contribution, even under the more complicated con- 
ditions, to frustrating imperialist confrontation policy, continuing 
detente, ending the arms race, enforcing practical disarmament steps 
and thus making peace more secure. 


Historic Significance of the Founding of the SED 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Ernst Diehl, member, SED Central Committee; deputy 
director, Institute for Marxism-Leninism, SED CC; chairman, GDR Council for 
History Studies; pp 377-384] 


[Text] The KPD-SPD merger that led to the SED in April 1946 was of 
far-reaching historic importance. The three and a half decades since 
have confirmed: with the founding of the SED, the united revolution- 
ary vanguard of the workers class was created, under the leadership 
of which it became possible to bring about the most incisive turning 
point in the history of our people and take the extremely successful 
path of peace and socialism in the GDR, for the smooth continuation 
of which throughout the 1980's the 10th SED Congress resolutions are 
going to point the way. 


In the Spirit of Ernst Thaelmann 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Guenter Hortzschansky, department head, Institute 
for Marxism-Leninism, SED Central Committee; pp 385-391] 
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[Text] Turning the KPD into a strong Marxist-Leninist party closely 
affiliated with the masses was Ernst Thaelaann's most important achieve- 
ment. The GDR's historic achievements, especially the most successful 
years thus far since the eighth party congress, weie possible only under 
our party's leadership in which all principles of a new type of party 
which Ernst Thaelmann struggled for are firmly anchored, proving their 
vitality in the everyday acts, thoughts and sentiments of each communist. 


Bound to Our People and to the International Revolutionary Movement 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Joachim Boehm, sector chief, SED Central Committee; 
pp 392-398. A West German commentary of this EINHEIT article is inserted below this 


sumna ry | 


iText] The SED always--in abiding by the revolutionary traditions of 
the workers movement—-lets itself be guided by that a policy for the 
well-being of its own people and resolute internationalist action 
condition each other reciprocally. This basic position conforms 
with the active contribution the SED is making to the constant 
deepening of its fighting alliance with the CPSU and the Soviet 
Union and with its efforts in consolidating the action community 

of the international communist movement and its solidary support 

of the national liberation movements in Asia, Africa and Latin 


America. 
West German Commentarg on Prof Boehm Article 


Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 54, 7 Apr 81 p 1 


[Report from Berlin" "SED Reproaches West Over Poland: Polemics Against Free 
Trade Unions and Against Any Opposition") 


[Excerpt] The SED has reproached the West for being engaged in a “subversive 
diversionary and interference policy” vis-a-vis Poland. It was mainly aimed at 
promoting nationalistic, antisocialist and anti-Soviet tendencies and bringing 
about a “counterrevolutionary erosion." “Imperialism” had undertaken special 
efforts to bring about the creation of "a nationalistic, counterrevolutionary 
opposition in Poland.” The theoretical party journal EINHEIT reiterated in 
this context that the protection of the socialist social order was the “business 
not only of each state but of the whole socialist coalition." Party boss Honecker 
had once again assured the Polish communists of SED solidarity. That solidarity 
was based also “on the knowledge toughened by the tests of life of how necessary 
it is always to oppose the enemies of socialism with all determination." 


(EINHEIT No 4/5, 198)) 
feonomic Performance Growth--Foundation for Shaping the Developed Socialist Societv 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Helmut Koziolek, economist, candidate member, SED 
Central Committee; director, Central Institute for Socialist Economic Management, 
SED CC; chairman, Council for Economic Research; member, GDR Academy of Sciences; 
member, EINHEIT editorial board; pp 399-405] 


65 


























[Text] Our party has a clear strategy for the growth in economic 
performance we need, It takes account of the importance of the 
qualitative growth factors which derives above all from the 
consistent intensification of social production. The main thrust 
lies in the comprehensive use of most up-to-date science and tech- 
nology data. This way--which especially is to be expressed by 

a higher degree of refinement of products--what matters is to make 
available more of an end product for the population, the economy and 
export while the production consumption is being reduced. 


GDR in Process of Socialist Economic Integration 


[Summary of article by Horst Tschanter, department chief, SED Central Committee; 
pp 406-411. A West German commentary on this EINHEIT article is inserted below 


this summary | 


[Text] The CEMA countries, due to their stable economic growth, 

were able further to expand their position as the most dynamic 
economic region in the world in the last decade. What was the 

GDR's share in this as a partner in this give-and-take? How is our 
republic going to contribute to the deepening of integration in the 
1980's and, in particular, continue the interlinkage of our economy 
with that of the USSR? What is needed for significantly improving 

the efficiency of our international socialist division of labor, 

and which role is played in this, above all, by the target programs 
and the long-range production specialization and cooperation programs? 


West German Commentary on Horst Tschanter Article 


Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 55, 8 Apr 81 p 1 


[Report from Berlin: "SED Demands From Socialist States More Consistency in 
Delivery Obligations"] 


[Text] The SED now has admonished the socialist partner states to be more reliable 
in their deliveries--without specifically referring to deliveries from Poland which 
either did not arrive or were delayed. The competent SED Central Committee depart- 
ment chief, Horst Tschanter, made the point in the most recent edition of the 
theoretical party journal EINHEIT (No 4/5, 1981) that with the increasing inter- 
twining of the socialist states’ economies, each country assumed a greater respon- 
sibility “for strictly fulfilling mutually assumed obligations." Experience had 
shown that in the high degree of division of labor attained disturbances by 

be lated or qualitatively inadequate fulfillments of reciprocal obligations often 
became apparent rather quickly and directly and ran the risk of raising such 
inadequacies to a higher power. Great efforts were necessary "to insure the 
realization contractually agreed upon of deliveries in terms of volumes, deadlines 
and qualities, through higher discipline and activity." The GDR was taking it 

for granted “that the fraternal countries are also doing everything to consistently 
meeting their obligations toward the GDR." According to reports from the GDR, 
delivery bottlenecks, for instance in pit coal, caused by the crisis in Poland, 
have recently led to problems in the economy and with supplies. 
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For Greater Efficiency in Our Agricultural and Foodstuffs Production 


{Summary of article by Prof Dr Helmut Schieck, member, GDR Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences; director, Inatitute for Agriculture and Foodstuffs, GDR Ministry for 
Agriculture, Forestry and Foodstuffs; and Dr Harry Reimann, economist, department 
chief in same institute; pp 412-418. A translation of this article is published 
under the heading, "Measures To Improve Agricultural Production Outlined," in a 
recent JPRS issue of EAST EUROPE REPORT: ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL AFFAIRS] 


[Text] The thus far largest production volume in crop and animal 
products was achieved by our socialist agriculture during the last 
five-year plan. Further developing these successes calls for 
further intensification as the key for high yields and services. 
The application of scientific-technical progress plays a central 
role in this. Which tasks arise from it for the development of 
our crop and animal production and of our labor capacity? Why 
does rationalization of necessity play the central role in this 
investment activity? 





Maturing Process of Workers Class in GDR 


{Summary of article by Prof Dr Rudi Weidig, director, Institute for Marxist-Leninist 
Sociology, Academy of Social Sciences, SED Central Committee; pp 419-425] 


[Text] How has the workers class developed, mainly on a higher 
qualitative level, while constructing the socialist society and 

in further being shaped as the producing class that exercises 
political power? Scientific-technical progress--a challenge to 
training and creativity. The article emphasizes the tendencies 
that developed the workers class into a physically and increasingly 
more mentally active class and the problems in making total use 


of our educational potential. 


Proven Policy of Alliance 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Heinz Huemmler, dean (prorektor), Academy of Social 
Sciences, SED Central Committee; pp 433-438 


[Text] The founding of the SED and its significance to the firm 
alliance of the workers class with the farmers, the intelligentsia 
and all working people. Common basic interests unite the working 
classes and strata in the past, the present and future. Only through 
a broad alliance and under working class party leadership could the 
new socialist order be created and can the further shaping of the 
developed socialist society be coped with. In the struggle for peace 
and socialism members of all classes and strata are enabled to 


develop their creative potentials. 
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Communista=--Leading Force in National People's Army 


[Summary of article by Col Gen Heinz Kessler, member, SED Central Committee; deputy 
minister for national defense; chief, Political Main Administration, National 


People's Army (NVA); pp 446-452] 


[Text] The decisive source of strength and power of the NVA 

and the guarantee for its being a genuine people's army come 

from its leadership by our battle-tested party. It pays the 

proper attention to the reliable protection of our accomplishments, 
cares for the training and education, the arms and equipment of the 

NVA, and implements its leadership role via the principle of military 
personal command, the activities of the political organs and party organ- 
izations, and the exemplary work done by the communists in the units 

and troop components, staffs and facilities. 


Socialism and Antifascism 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Horst Schumacher, department head, Institute for 
Marxism-Leninism, SED Central Committee; pp 453-459] 


[Text] The antifascist position of socialism is rooted in its demo- 
cratic, humanistic character and is pervaded with proletarian inter- 
nationalism. The struggle against fascism is an element of the 
struggle for peace and social progress and finds mighty solidary 
support in the socialist states, above all in the Soviet Union. 

In contrast to the FRG, where a past not coped with causes concern 
as it is reviving, our republic realizes the legacy of antifascist 
resistance and fulfills that of the victors over Hitler fascism 

and of our people's liberators. 


‘Let's Get to Work, Objectively and Courageously...' (Johannes R. Becher's 90th 
Birthday) 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Horst Haase, research program director, Institute 
for Marxist-Leninist Culture and Art Studies, Academy of Social Sciences, SED 


Central Committee; pp 473-478] 


{Text] Johannes R. Becher, communist and poet, was an outstanding 
representative of our socialist literature. He fused his poetic 
work indissolubly with his political commitment to the ideals of the 
revolutionary workers class, his active participation in the struggle 
against fascism and war, and his work as cultural politician and 
statesman. As a cultural politician Becher most realistically 
worked for everything he had been dreaming and singing of as a poet. 


Education ot Students in Communist Morality 


[Summary of article by Dr Guenter Scholz, lecturer in pedagogics, acting director, 
Institute for Theory and Methodology of Education, GDR Academy of Pedagogical 


Sciences; pp 479-485] 
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[Text] Effectively preparing adolescents for work, for life in the 
developed socialist society, calle for forming in them stable class- 
bound political and moral attitudes and for shaping their education 

in communist morality in the Leninist sense. The systematic acquisition 
of specialized knowledge and the appropriation and shaping of communist 
moral values, norms and principles, must be combined with having the 
pupils actively participate in the solution of practical tasks in social 
development, so that the acquisition of knowledge and the gaining of 


experience are integrated. 


5885 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


AlD TO DEVELOPING NATIONS' HEALTH SERVICES DETAILED 


East Berlin DEUTSCHE AUSSENPOLITIK in German Vol 26 No 4, Apr 81 signed to press 
3 Mar &1 pp 49-60 


('Examinations and Surveys' feature article by Dr Eberhard Kaschel, GDR Ministry 
for Health: "Support of the Health Syetem in Developing Countries--A Focal Point 
of GDR Solidarity Aid") 


(Text] tn regard to the complex task of social reorganization, the health services 
in nationally liberated states perform an important function. They are part of the 
comprehensive political, economic, ideological, military, ecientific, social and 
cultural revolutionary process of social development in these countries. 


Expansion of the health services is imperative--not only because the concern for 
physical well-being is a generally humanitarian concern and because the quality of 
medical care is one of the standards against which peoples liberated from the in- 
perialist colonial system measure the progress they desire. In connection with the 
overcoming of economic backwardness, the health services exert influence on the 
struggle for increased labor productivity. The social working capacity and the pro- 
ductivity of the working people are largely dependent on the population's state of 
health. The struggle against epidemics is especially urgent. Elimination of the 
causes of the most frequent infectious diseases and the struggle against malnutri- 
tion are focal points of medical care. 


It is one of the responsibilities of the health care system to help to -reate hu- 
mane working and livine conditions, to eliminate heavy physical lebor and factors 
injurious to health anc « establish working conditions characterized by high stand- 
ards of production. The nealth service thus meets a crucial requirement of economic 
development. In the development of national health services, the principal task is 
to ensure basic medical care for all members of society. It is toward this objec- 
tive that the GDR's solidarity aid for nationally liberated states is oriented. 


At the International Conference on Primary Health Care, which took place in Alma- 
Ata from 6 to 12 September 1978, the discussions focused on the principal tasks of 
primary medical care in the developing countries. With due regard for the experi- 
ence gained in many countries--including the experience the GDR gained in develop- 
ing its health services after 1945--the participants put special emphasis on pri- 
mary health care as a "key factor" in a public health system varying in accordance 
with the respective political, economic, social and cultural structure--a key 


70 














factor they considered acceptable to all countries of the world. apie primary 
healt! care is of special significance for the young nation estates. 


"The term primary health care denotes basic health services that are accessible to 
the individuals and families of the community at an acceptable price, through con- 
prehensive participation and at a cost agreeable to the community and commensurate 
with the general etandard of living. The primary health care is an integral part 
of the health care system of the respective country--in fact, it is the core of 

thie health care system--and of the socioeconomic development of the community. ''2 





Primary health care as the principal task in the development of a national health 
system--above all in the poorest countries--becomes more effective through coordi- 

nated interaction with the various levele and tasks of the health system, with 

specialized medical care, with medical research and development and with the train- 

ing and advanced training of the medical cadres; at the same time, the health care 

sector must be proportionately developed in an equally coordinated interaction with 

the other social sectors and in accordance with the political, cultural and economic 
requirements. Primary health care üü the mode of operation of the other 

elements of the health care system."~ Thus primary health care is of crucial im- 

portance for the overall quality of the health system, which in turn exerts a strong 
influence on the social objectives and economic development of the country. "The 

healthier the people are, the better they can contribute to the socioeconomic de- | 
velopment, which in turns makes available increased funds and social working capaci- 
ty for the development of the health care system."4 The health care system and the 
social and industrial devel t will have "all the more chances of success, the 
more they support each other." 


Nationally Liberated states need a type of support that allows--with due regard for 
certain priorities concerning the problems to be solved--a complex approach to the 
development of their economic potential and of the other sectors of social life. 
This requirement is met by the GDR's solidarity aid, a key element of which is the 
assistance in the field of health care. 


The GDR's solidarity aid for the development of national health services aims to 
ensure 


--that this aid takes into consideration the people's basic need for physical and 
psychological well-being; 

--that the medical assistance also contributes to self-help, that it meets the re- 
quirements of the recipient countries and thus is given in accordance with their 
needs and wishes and with the possibilities concerning further strengthening of 
the health services to be developed; 

--that the development of a national health care system always takes place in har- 
mony with the development of industry, agriculture and other economic sectors; 

--that the medical assistance ensures the maintenance or restoration of man's 
ereatest asset, i.e. health, from childhood until old age. 
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Observations on the Situation of the Health Services in the "Third World" 





In regard to the level of health care, there are great differences among the nation- 
ally liberated states. In many inetances, colonialism left behind degrading con- 
ditions in regard to medicel care of the population. It is above all the African 
countries that have to etruggle hard to overcome the effects o: colonialiem in the 
field of health care. 


While socialist-oriented countries are making headway in regard to social securit, 
and genuine progress, including the development of health care, quite a few of the 
other developing countries have fallen behind in thie field as well. 


In contrast to most of the nationally liberated states, Vietnam and Cuba show as a 
result of their socialist development above-average values in the indicators marking 
the quality of a national health care system. These indicators include the per cap- 
ita number of physicians and available hospital beds and the morbidity and mortality 
rates. The morbidity and mortality rates reflect the degree of medical care pro- 
vided. Aside from the quality of medical care, they are influenced by other factors, 
the most important of which are the quality of nutrition, the social status of cer- 
tain segments of the population and their position in the production process. 


As repards medical care in Vietnam and Cuba, for every 10,000 citizens there are 
available 20 and 50 hospital beds, respectively; by comparison, in prerevolutionary 
Afghanistan a mere 1.5 beds were available, and in Indonesia, 8 beds. Before the 
victorious revolution, Cuba had 2 physicians per 10,000 citizens, but by 1974 the 
number of physicians had increased to 9. In most of the developing countries, how- 
ever, the number of physicians per 10,000 citizens is far below 10. 


In countries distinguished by relatively developed production relations and advanced 
capital concentration and centralization--e.g. Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Iran, 
Singapore, South Korea and OPEC countries--there have "crystallized, primarily on 
account of close collaboration between foreign monopolies domestic monopoly 
groups, elements of a state monopoly system of government."’ These countries pro- 
vide a certain level of medical care, but it is adjusted to the requirements of 
capitalist development. 


For all the differences in regard to medical care and morbidity rates, the young 
nation states have some elements in common, the most typical of which are the follow- 


ing: 


l. The health services do not meet the requirements. One of the main reasons for 
this is the fact that before the liberation they were onesidedly oriented toward the 
needs of the ruling colonial powers. There is no uniform system for ensuring pri- 
mary health care, nor is there a sufficient network of health care institutions, 
especially in the countryside. e differences between "privileged" individuals 
and those who are "disadvantaged" in regard to health care have not yet been over- 
come. The majority of the population are not guaranteed primary health care. They 
do not have access to in-patient treatment facilities of the largely centralized 
health care system. 


in most of the developing countries, over 50 percent of the population--usually 
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approximately 60 to 80 percent--live in the countryside. The in-patient treatment 
centers and the physicians are for the most part found in the cities. 


In 1973, Ethiopia had approximately 1 physician per 72,000 citizens. Only about 
50 percent of the doctors worked in the countryside, where 90 percent of the popula- 
tion live. Of these physicians, approximately 100 were Ethiopians. 


In Algeria, the physicians have been concentrated in the northern coastal cities, 
with the southern part of the country being neglected. The same situation prevails 
in Tunesia, where most of the physicians are found in the nation's capital, Tunis. 


In 1975, South Vietnam had 147 hospitals with a total of 29,000 beds; all of these 
hospitals were located in cities, with Saigon accounting for 30 percent. 





2. There is a great shortage of medically trained personnel. This situation tends 

to become aggravated, since with the overcoming of the colonial legacy subsequent to 

the attainment of political independence the number of medically trained personnel 

usually declines as a result of the return of foreign doctors and nurses to their 

native countries and the exodus of a number of the country's own physicians. Due to 

the insufficient number of native junior staff, medical care is greatly impeded. 

Thus, subsequent to the attainment of independence, the level of medical care, which 

is low anyhow, declines further. After the takeover of hospitale that before the 

liberation were headed by foreign personnel, there frequently arise management prob- 
lems. On account of the "brain drain," this situation becomes aggravated. Thus, 
according to the UN Statistical fearbook, in 1971 there were 345 physicians in 
Ethiopia, and in 1973, only 336.” According to WHO data, in 1975 Nicaragua had 6.5 
physicians per 10,000 citizens. After the victory of Nicaragua's democratic 
Sandinista forces over the Somoza dictatorship in 1979, the number of physicians 
available per 10,000 citizens decreased to 4,2. 


Before the MPLA victory in Angola, there was 1 physician per 11,480 citi »; 10 

for the Portuguese, the ratio was 1 : 1,000, and for Africans, 1 : 75,000. Like 
other colonial powers, Portugal had been trying to create in its colonies conditions 
that would be attractive to the specialists and the military personnel to be re- 
cruited for work in the colonies. In 1975, after the MPLA victory, almost all of 
the Portuguese physicians left the People's Republic of Angola; consequently, in 
November 1975 there were only 14 native physicians for the entire population. At 
the time of its takeover in 1975, the Luanda Rehabilitation Center of the People's 
Republic of Angola did not have a single Angolan physician. Without any medical 
care, the patients were left to their own resources; they were attended only by rel- 
atives. 


Prior to the attainment of independence, the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and 
Principe had 18 physicians; in 1975, when the country became independent, there were 
4 physicians, and in 1978--largely on account of the support by socialist countries-- 
there were as many as 40, 22 of whom were from Cuba. 


After the victory of the Vietnamese liberation forces, the unified country had at 


its disposal--in part on account of the "brain drain"--fewer physicians than had 
been available in the DRV alone. During the period from 1962 to 1972, approximately 
25,000 to 28,000 physicians emigrated to the United States, having accepted offers 


73. 

















from that country. !? From 196] to 1975, 61,000 physicians emigrated. !4 In Pakistan, 
every year 50 to 70 percent of the newly licensed physicians leave the country. 14 


3. In the countries liberated from colonial rule, establishment of a health care 
system is a complex process. The funds available are extremely modest. Usually, 
the situation at the beginning of the development of a new system of national health 
care ie characterized by low-level conditions and by different forms of ownership of 
the existing health facilities, which meet the requirements only to a very limited 
extent. 


In the 1960's, the annual per capita expenditures on medical care in the developing 
countries ranged from $0.20 to just under $10; for individual countries, the figures 
are as follows: Angola: approximately $0.90; Mozambique: approximately $1.10; 
Guinea Biesau: approximately $1.45; Nigeria: approximately $0.50; Thailand: approxi- 
mately $0.60; Malawi: approximately $0.70; Sudan: approximately $1.00; Guatemala: 
approximately $2.40; Senegal: approximately $3.50; Colombia: approximately $3.50; 
Jamaica: approximately $9.80. In the 1970's, this situation remained essentially 
unchanged. 





By contrast, in the 1960's the GDR's per capita medical expenditures amounted to 
over $100. This sum has been increasing year after year. Thus, at the end of the 
1970's, the socialist state allocated to this sector approximately 5 percent of the 
national income, i.e. approximately 14 percent of the state budget. By comparison, 
in India the health care share of the 1973 state budget” amounted to 2.4 percent-- 
ise. a per capita health care outlay of approximately U.S.$0.099. For other coun- 
tries, the respective figures are as follows: Indonesia: 2.5 percent ($0.38); 
Thailand: 3.2 percent ($4.31); Ghana: 6.6 percent ($4.20); South Korea: 0.9 percent 
($0.52); Mauritius: 11.9 percent ($0.87); West Malaysia: 7.7 percent ($5.64); 

Iran: 1.3 percent ($4.31). 


The technical and technological heterogeneity of medical care, which is character- 
istic of the in-patient treatment facilities in particular, and the provisioning of 
the hospitals with drugs and other medical supplies, which was undertaken by sup- 
pliers of the former colonial powers and other imperialist countries, did not meet 
the actual demand and reduced the foreign currency available to the respective 
country. This compounded the economic problems in these countries, which were also 
handicapped on account of their dependence. 


The People's Republic of Mozambique is totally dependent on imports in regard to its 
requirements of drugs and medical technology. In 1974, imports of medical techno- 
logy totaled approximately U.S.$6 million. Seven capitalist countries, above all 
the FRG and Japan, accounted for 83 percent of the import volume. 


Somalia obtained the medical instruments for its health facilitdes primarily from 
[taly and the FRG; drugs were for the most part imported from Italy, Switzerland 
and France. 


The People's Republic of Angola, which likewise obtained drugs and medical techno- 


logy from capitalist countries, above all from Portugal and the FRG, was faced with 
steadily rising expenditures for paper sees these products. In 1970, the d im- 
ports totaled $36.1 million; in 1971, $35.2 million, and in 1972 and 1973, $39.0 
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and $62.9 million, respectively. 


5. After the national liberation, the provisioning of the hospitals with medical 
equipment, drugs, medical-technical supplies and spare parte has in many instances 
been completely interrupted; consequently, the available equipment hase not been 
fully utilized. Thus the material-technical implementation of the health services’ 
objectives and the maintenance of hospital operations is rendered much mre diffi- 
cult. 


Of great benefit is therefore the material solidarity aid, which helps curtail the 
most serious negative consequences and which serves to promote and shorten the pro- 
cese of ensuring stable material-technical supplies for nationally liberated states. 





The situation of the health services is also characterized by phenomena that are a 
typical consequence of imperialist colonial policy. Large segments of the urban 
population live in slums. According to estimates, in 1970 approximately 50 to 60 
percent, of the African countries' urban population were Living under such condi- 
tions. There are extremely grave problems in regard to waste management, hygiene 
and environmental protection; these problems are most apparent in the pollution of 
drinking water and contamination of food resulting from faulty disposal of garbage 
and human waste in residential and industrial areas. Most of the schools do not 
have toilets. According to WHO estimates, in 1960 only approximately 13 percent of 
the population in the African WHO region had access to clean water; in 1970, clean 
water was available for approximately 18 percent. Thirty-one percent of the urban 
population in the developing countries have glean water and 24 percent have toilets 
in their lodgings. According to Dr Liotta, only approximately 60 percent of the 
population of Argentina are provided with drinking water, and hygienically sound 
human waste removal is guaranteed not even for one-third of the population. Condi- 
tions are even worse in some African and Asian countries, where large segments of 
the population have neither toilets nor garbage disposal facilities and where large 
caguente of the rural population have to drink unpurified water from rivers and 
streams. 


As is evident from the high incidence of epidemics and communicable diseases in 
nationally liberated states, the unsolved problems in regard to hygiene and environ- 
mental protection seriously affect the people's health. Thus, in order to be able 

to improve health car~ in these countries, it is necessary to improve overall hygiene 
and at the same time promote environmental protection. One of the principal tasks 

in this complex of measures is to strive for improvement of the situation in regard 
to nutrition. The nutrition level is extremely low. There are typical deficiency 
diseases and the people--infants in particular--have no resistance to disease. 


GDR solidarity Aid 
One of the basic political principles of our socialist state--laid down in the GDR 


constitution--is the lending of solidarity assistance to the gyttensssy liberated 
states and to the national liberation movements in the world. 1 The foundation of 


the GDR signaled the victory of the best traditions of the German working class and 
of the ideas of proletarian internationalism. Even at that time, when it itself was 


still in need of support, the GDR lent assistance to other states and peoples. This 
assistance included the GDR Government's declaration of solidarity with the struggle 











ee 


of liberation waged by the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the powerful anti- 
imperialist solidarity actions against the aggression of U.S. imperialism against 
the Korean people in 1950. 


Material assistance--accompanie” by the political-moral support--was first render- 
ed for the reconstruction of Korean industry, agriculture, forestry, transporta- 
tion and housing, which had been destroyed in the Korean War (1950-1953). A char- 
acteristic element of this support was he aid program for housing construction in 
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. During the period from 1950 to 1957, 
the solidarity contributions (excluding state contributions) amounted to approxi- 
mately M 60 million. 


During this period, the assistance rendered in the field of health care was already 
relatively extensive. For the most part, it consisted in the shipment of drugs and 
medical-technical products. A good example of the solidarity aid rendered is the 
assistance in the resumption of operation of the Hanoi "Viet-Duc Hospital" after 
the withdrawal of the French colonial power from Vietnam. However, the solidarity 
contributions in the field of health care still were rather sporadic. After 1960, 
this situation changed. 





The 1960's can be considered the second stage in the development of GDR solidarity. 
During this period, the material assistance within the framework of the solidarity 
movement for the support of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America took on 
definite form. The GDR supported the antiimperialist struggle of the peoples of 
Egypt and Algeria. In 1961 alone, the material assistance lent to the Cuban people 
within the framework of GDR solidarity aid amounted to M 4 million. 


At all of the developmental stages of the GDR's solidarity movement, the solidarity 
with the Vietnamese people was a crucial element of the GDR's internationalist 
policy and of its ties with the peoples fighting for liberation. 


During is stage, the material solidarity contributions increased considerably. 
For the .nost part, however, they remained isolated actions. Aside from the supply 
of drugs and medical-technical products, medical treatment of sick and wounded in- 
dividuals in the nationally liberated states assumed increasing importance. This 
development continued to gain momentum. 


The period of the 1970's up to the present has been characterized by regular and 
qualitatively improved solidarity actions. In large measure, this third stage of 
solidarity aid also includes support for national health services. 


The principal forms of health care assistance lent on the basis of state agreements 
usually are the following: 


--Material assistance in the form of drugs, vaccines, medical instruments, medical 
technology, etc.; 

--Construction or reconstruction of medical facilities; 

--dispatch of physicians and other medical experts for the purpose of providing 
direct medical care; 

--training of physicians and their advanced training in specialized and highly 
specialized medical care and training and advanced training of intermediate 
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inedical personnel in the GDR; 

--dispatch of instructors to the respective countries for the purpose of training 
foreign medical cadres; 

e--free medical treatment of patients, especially specialized and highly specialized 
treatment in the GDk. 


Shipments made up of drugs, of articles of medical, laboratory and hospital techno- 
logy, and of products equivalent to drugs--such as sera, vaccines, dressing materi- 
al, dried plasma and laboratory chemicals--constituted and still constitute a large 
share of the aid rendered. Taking into consideration the annual fluctuations, aid 
shipments of this typee-including the aid rendered for the relief of natural cata- 
strophes such as earthquakes--accounted for app ximately 20 percent of the monies 
donated by the population for solidarity-related purposes. This is the equivalent 
of a 60-percent share of all solidarity aid in the field of health care. 


The enormous efforts put forth by the GDR in regard to support of the development 

of health care--e.g. the establishment of orthopedic-technical facilities in Guinea, 
Cuba and Vietnam--are well known. By 1983, the Bavi Orthopedic-Technical Center 
(SRV), which the GDR is building at a cost of M 20 million, will be making a signi- 
ficant contribution to the medical treatment and rehabilitation of wounded soldiers 
and handicapped individuals. In the 1970's, the Hanoi "Vietnam-GDR Friendship 
Hospital" (formerly "Viet-Duc Hospital") was reconstructed at a cost of M 15 million 
so that it has been able again to carry out its tasks as a surgical center and as a 
training facility for young physicians. The reconstruction included construction 

of a heating plant, a sewage disposal installation, a new transformer station, a new 
sanitation system, a laundry, a sewing shop and finally the reconstruction of the 
medical departments, the operating theater, the intensive care center, the nursing 
wards, the central sterilization center, etc. 


In 1970, the GDR Government presented India with the equipment needed for a chil- 

dren's rehabilitation center, a TB test center and a kindergarten. Approximately 

20 countries were provided with educational materials. The GDR also assisted many 
countries by providing them with medical-scientific literature and by transmitting 
the results and experience obtained in medical research and practice. 


In the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe, there was established--at a 
cost of M 1.5 million--an obstetrics center, in which since 1979 150 to 200 babies 
have been delivered each month. 


The tollowing tables show that in the 1970's in particular the contributions to 
nationally liberated states that were made possible through the donations of the 
GDR population increased rapidly. 


fable 1. Index of the Development of Donations by the GDR Population 
1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 





100 128 $4313 «#225 #3181 374 562 396 378 827 615 
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Table 2. Share of GDR Solidarity Aid in the Field of Health Care (% of Table 1) 
1970 1071 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 





41.1 53.3 47.8 30.0 33.6 30.0 26.1 32.4 34.0 16.0 16.0 


Table 2 makes apparent the large share of solidarity aid in the field of health care. 
In the 1970's, shipments of drugs and dressing material accounted for approximate) y 
60 percent of this share; medical-technical products accounted for 5 percent; mate- 
rial-technical assistance in reconstruction work, construction and equipment of 
hospitals and other medical facilities accounted for 12 percent; free treatment of 
patients in the GDR (from 1971 to 1979, 2,600 patients) accounted for 10 percent, 
and the training in the GDR of medical cadres (physicians, specialists, and other 
medical personnel), for 8 percent. 





Doctors and nurses assist in the medical care of the population. This assistance by 
qualified personnel, which is rendered in many liberated states, is assuming in- 
creasing importance. Even more important is the training and advanced training of 
forcign medical specialists. GDR-trained physicians are at work in approximately 
60 countries, and in approximately 40 countries, over 150 physicians who underwent 
specialized training in the GDR are helping to ensure the physical well-being of the 
population. Close to 1,000 foreign cadres from 50 countries, who are now working in 
their respective fields, obtained specialized medical training in the GDR. The 
cadres were trained as orderlies and midwives (35 percent), medical assistants (12 
percent), nurses (20 percent) and medical-technical assistants for laboratories and 
X-ray centers (10 percent). 


Approximately 3,000 patients received medical treatment in the GDR. For the most 
part, these patients were wounded soldiers and individuals receiving specialized 
treatment unavailable in their homeland. 


Altogether, the GDR's solidarity aid far exceeds the donations of the GDR popula- 
tion. Thus the GDR comes closer to attaining the objectives of the 2nd UN develop- 
mental decade--namely to make available to the developing countries 0.7 percent of 
the GNP as developmental aid--than do the OECD countries. According to the World 
Bank's 1979 world development report, in 1977 the official developmental aid render- 
ed by the OECD countries amounted to 0.31 percent of the GNP--a decline of 0.04 per- 
cent as compared to 1975. By contrast, the GDR's international solidarity aid has 
been increasing continuously. 


On the basis of the active solidarity aid rendered, the GDR can justly point to the 
exemplary results it has achieved in 1981, the UN-proclaimed "International Year of 
the Handicapped," in regard to assistance to needy individuals in its own country 
and also to sick and handicapped people in other countries. 
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POLAND 


GIEREK IN SECRET INTERVIEW DEFENDS LEADERSHIP 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 17 May 81 p 4 


[Text] Edward Gierek, the Polish communist leaders who was 
forced to relinquish his post last year, will have to answer 
in the next few days for his part in the Polish crisis. 


Throughout the seventies Gierek was chairman of the Polish 
Communist Party. He fell at the beginning of September 
last year. He has now ended his silence with an unusual 
interview with a Polish journalist. It is not expected 
that the interview will ever be published in Poland. Mika 
Larsson of Swedish Radio has sent a report tc SVENSKA 
DAGBLADET on the first answers of the deposed party chief 
as to who is responsible for the collapse of Poland. 


Edward Gierek feels that he has been deceived by the people around him, fooled 
expressly during July and August last year, the first months of the revolt. He 
says that he wanted to go to the strikers. And he thinks that he could have 
succeeded in calming them down and coming to an agreement. 


Edward Gierek believes that it would have been more difficult to get to talk to 
the strikers during the latter part of the strike at the Lenin shipyard. But at 
the same time he thinks that if he had remained as leader many of the current 
problems could have been avoided. Not all bue many. 


He could not stay on, he says. He was sick. He himself wanted to leave. 


Edward Gierek has talked for the first time since the revolt of the workers, but 
not publically. SVENSKA DAGBLADET has obtained from a well-informed source an 
account of this first interview with the deposed party chief since his fall in 
the beginning of September last year. 


For the first time Gierek gives in the interview, which was conducted by a Polish 
‘ournalist, his answer to the question as to who is responsible for the 
disintegration of Poland. The statements in the interview today suggest that it 
won't be published. 











Political Mafia Leader 


Perhaps the reason is the sharp contrast between the picture Gierek gives of 
himself and the average Pole's view of the fallen party leader as a person who in 
time became more and more corrupt, a man who ended up as a kind of political Mafia 
leader, indifferent to the people. To them he was like King Ubu convinced of 

his own indispensability, and fixed on one goal: to build up his own great wealth 
during hie time at the top. 





This is a picture which has a degree of support in the revealed statements made in 
recent months in the increasingly open Polish debate. 


Edward Gierek in the interview represents himself as an honorable person, a person 
who not only wanted what was good but also did good. 


He gives che picture of a leader who from the beginning was a prisoner of the 
rigid, decision-making structure, inherited from the past. 


The leader who, despite strenuous efforts, was not given the right to seek the 
truth presents a distorted and embellished reality. And the leaders who actually 
was powerless, without the possibility of making his own decisions, restricted 
by collectivism, by the political bureau, by the central committee. 


He says that his mistake was that he did not sufficiently control what was 
happening around him, that he did not fight strongly enough against the 
inheritance of the past. 


A Scene trom the Potemkin 


One mighty Potemkin scene. That is how a group of Polish intellectuals described 
their country during the last years of the seventies in a critical, underground 
report. Poland as a theatrical play for the leader, a scene where the facades 
of the houses along Edward Gierek's course and new roads are built past the 
houses of poverty. Where millions are spent to maintain a front for the leader 
as he wanted it. 


Edward Glerek says in the interview that the talk about false fronts along th« 
leader's road is exaggerated. That he always tried, as much as he was able, 
to meet people and to face reality as it was, that he did his beast. 


When the mass strikes were a reality last summer, the political bureau, the 
vighest decision-making organ of the Communist Party, did not want to let Gierek 
travel up to the strikers. They wanted, he said, the conflict to be met on the 
government level. 

The -eoetral committee of the Communist Party met at the decisive moment, the 
tenth day of the strike. And Gierek stresses that under his leadership the 
negotiators for management at the Lenin shipyard in Gdansk and the primary Warski 
ssipvard in Szczecin were authorized to recognize the creation of new trade 
unfions. 
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In the interview Edward Gierek avoids the fact that to the very end he 

pursued a line in the party's highest echelon to prevent any change of the trade 
union structure in society. In the same manner he says nothing about the tense 
struggle in the party's highest organ between those who refused to resort 

to force against the strikers and the majority which he himself led. The 
majority which categorized the revolt as a deliberate attack on the socialist 
system and which therefore must be broken by severe measures. 


The history has not yet been written. But enough is known to say that it was, 
indeed, the commander of the elements of force, the current prime minister, army 
chief Wojciech Jaruzelski, and the current party chief, Stanislaw Kania, at that 
time chief of the central committee of the country's security forces, who 
prevented a blood bath by their refusal to go along with one. 


Gierek assures us that he was forced to give way. He says that the new trade 
union federation ultimately was the only solution, according to his own 








convictions. The alternative, which he does not wish to discuss, involved tragedy. 


Edward Gierek was removed from the central committee last autumn, officially, 
among other things because together with prime minister Piotr Jaroszewicz he had 
created an autocracy. A decision-making system which concentrated power in these 
two men and made the political bureau and the central committee into rubber 
stamp facades. 


in the interview Edward Gierek says there were too many questions requiring the 
party chief's decision. He did not succeed in completely reforming the 
structure. He did not succeed in completely achieving his formula: "The party 
leads, the government rules." 

"Not an Impostor" 


"Tl am not a political impostor,” he says. I was not making a career. I served 
the party and the working class for 50 years." 


And who is to blame for Poland's severe crisis? 


"Everyone, Gierek says. “Everyone who could have influenced the decisions but did 
nothing. I had the chief responsibility; I have never tried to avoid responsi- 
bility. But I cannot take the responsibility for individual decisions.” 

The responsibility must be shared. 


The first interview with Edward Gierek after the revolt of the party leadership 
and the people gives the impression of a man who really is not defending himself. 


No, man who has lost contact with reality. Who does not understand what has 
happened in the country he led for 10 years. 
A man who was treated so long as a god-like figure that he has no perspective 


»f himself and of his role. 


A ioser, not ot a politician, but even a lost soul. 
6893 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


INTERNAL AFFAIRS CHIEF NOTES INCIDENTS IN MACEDONIA 
Skopje NOVA MAKEDONIJA in Macedonian 30 May 81 pp 1-2 
[Article by F. Tanaskova: "There is No Room for Concealing the Truth"] 


[Excerpts] At the 29 May session of the Presidency of the Republic Conference of 
the SAWP of Macedonia, the introductory statement delivered by Mirko Bunevski 
[Republic Secretary for Internal Affairs] regarding the political-security situa- 
tion in the republic, understandably aroused interest. In addition, he considered 
separately several recent incidents and behavior which have occurred for nation- 
alistic-chauvinistic reasons and on a fairly broad scale. 


In connection with the events in Kosovo and their repercussions, Bunevski said 
that, although the political-security situaticn inthe republic is relatively good, 
the security situation in certain parts of the republic is becoming complicated, 
especially in recent days, as a result of specific chauvinistic behavior by 
citizens of the Albanian and Macedonian nationalities. Elements of this type are 
being expressed through increasingly frequent provocational chauvinistic behavior. 
They are being manifested in insulting references, boycotting and refusal to buy 
products and other consumer goods from citizens of Albanian nationality, by 
damaging of service establishments belonging to citizens of Albanian nationality, 
tendencies of certain students to overemphasize their national characteristics, 
motivated purely by spite and perverseness, as well as unusual relations of some 
students in connection with the traditional graduation nights accompanied by 
ertain provocations, with a dose of chauvinistic intolerance and other unpleasant 
behuvior and manifestations. All this creates a condition and psychosis of uncer- 
tainness and tear among the working people and citizens that these occurrences wil! 
spread further. 


Through these manifestations and the created psychosis, courageous behavior has 
been exhibited by certain citizens of Albanian nationality, while, on the other 
hand, offensive behavior has been exhibited by certain Macedonians and members of 
sther peoples and nationalities toward the Albanian nationality as a whole, which 
has caused honorable citizens of Albanian nationality to be offended. 


In the educational sphere, regarding certain faculties in Skopje and in other 
educational institutes where there are students of Albanian nationality, there 

have been incidents of fighting, of insolent behavior toward Macedonian instructors, 
individuals applying to take their exams in the Albanian language, etc. 
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Moreover, in schools composed of students and instructors of mixed nationalitics, 
emotional polemics have occurred, especially among certain instructors. A united 
approach to evaluating the socially damaging phenomena and behavior is lacking 
and they are proceeding along the line of seeking points of discord and conflict 
instead of points of unity and comradeship. 


There are occurrences of indifference and nonchalant behavior on the part of 
certain citizens in regard to their obligations as decision makers in the system 
of soctal self-defense, and it is expected that the job of the Security Service 
and other social-political organs and leaders will be extremely difficult, which 
narrows the function of the broader system of security and self-defense. 


Judgments are being made that the Albanians are observing a mass silence and that 
they are not carrying out differentiation, which is explained either as a reflec- 
tion of solidarity with the incidents or as a reflection of shame and a guilt 
complex without guilt. Judgments are also being made that the Albanians were 
given too many rights and were too rushed in the cadre policy, which does not 
correspond to their true abilities or qualities. Certain individuals are manipu- 
lating the nationalist feelings and are attempting to play the role of the most 
concerned about their nation and its subsequent fate in light of the newest inci- 
dents and "predict" impass and gloomy prospects, but they are failing to take into 
account the achieved values by which our peoples and nationalities are firmly 
united by fate. 


It is characteristic that the incidents and situation in Kosovo are the main topic 
of discussion in all the media, making the pronounced burden of these problems 
felt. This unnecessarily wastes time and energy and many other important and long- 
term problems are being neglected, which is provoking and inspring national 
impatience and hatred. 


Meanwhile, it has come to this state of affairs because of the information con- 


ceiled throughout, because of the extreme limitations on the sources of information 
tor 4 large portion of the opstina leadership. There were even cases when repre- 
sentatives of the information media were forbidden to attend meetings when a debate 
was held on the security situation resulting from the incidents in Kosovo. 

These phenomena were sharply a unanimously condemned by the members of the 


Presidency of the Republic Confe.ence of the SAWP of Macedonia and it was insisted 
upon that our citizens be accurately and effectively informed of what happens a: 
sur meetings. 


From the wide-ranging debate the need emerged for forceful and constant action on 

the part of the Socialist Alliance, together with the Republic Conference, to 
ichieve greater effectiveness of political action and timely and accurate informing 
f every citizen. 


CSO: 2800/259 








YUGOSLAVIA 


CHRONOLOGY OF KOSOVO EVENTS, 11 MARCH-3 APRIL 1981 
Zagreb SEDAM DANA in Serbo-Croatian 16 May 81 Supplement to VJESNIK pp 18-20 


{Chronology prepared by Salih Zvizdic on the basis of a special report presented to 


the members of the Presidium of the Provincial Committee of the League of Commu- 
nists of Kosovo] 


{Text} It is indisputable that the disorders which have broken out in Kosovo with 
full ferocity, especially in mid-March and early April, are clearly defined as hos- 
tile and counterrevolutionary in nature. These demonstrations, as was recently 
stated in a meeting of the Provincial Committee of LC Kosovo [League of Communists 
of Kosovo], are an integral part of the organized activity of the domestic and ex- 
ternal enemy along the line of Albanian nationalism and irredentism. 


in an endeavor to portray as realistically as possible the development of events in 
Kosovo, we shall attempt to give their chronology on the basis of the special re- 
ports presented to members of the Presidium of the Provincial Committee of the 
League of Communists of Kosovo. 


Pristina, Wednesday, 11 March 


1900 hours. It all seemed *o happen by accident in the student dining hall in 
Pristina. The food that day was particularly bad, and the customary organizational 
shortcomings in the serving of the food, people waiting as long as an hour to get 
their meal, were particularly pronounced. A group of students began to turn over 
tables and throw dishes of food, they turned over a kettle of food, they broke win- 
dows, and they destroyed most of the furniture. The ringleaders were joined by 
others, and a group of about 350 students started down one of the main streets in 
Pristina, Ramiz Sadiku Street, and then into the central street of Pristina, Mar- 
shal Tito Street, where at that time there were thousands of young people taking 
part in the usual evening promenade. Along the way the group grew by another 100 
young people or so, while the great majority of the people out walking, most of 
them high school and university students, looked on passively at the demonstrators, 
who were stopping and damaging cars and other vehicles on the road, without looking 
it whose they were or who was in them. 


In tront of the Assembly of SAP [Socialist Autonomous Province] Kosovo and along 
the road all the way up to the building of the Provincial Committee of LC Kosovo, 
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both of these institutions being located in Marshal Tito Street, the demonstrators 
shouted slogans in Albanian: "We want better conditions" (housing and food in the 
student center) and "Food," 


A group of leading officials from the opsatina committee of the LC [League of Commu- 
nists], the provincial committee and the university went among the demonstrators 
and atter a lengthy conversation managed to persuade them to return to the student 


center. There negotiativns began in which the law enforcement agencies did not in- 
tervene, 


Someone, however, spread false reports to the effect that numerous students had 
been arrested and that "the police were torturing" them, and a group formed of 
about 200 students which went about the streets singing nationalistic songs and 
shouting "We want our comrades back." 


22UU hours. The students from the student center and the group which had subse- 
quently tormed met in the plaza in iront of the student dining hall. At that time 
there were about 2,000 students. Attempts to talk with the students were unsuc- 
cessiul because the most vociferous among them hindered such conversations by mak- 
ing noise and in other ways. Other slogans were also heard at that time: "Some 
Take Political Office, While Others Are Without Bread," "We refuse to stay in base- 
ments any longer,” "We want deeds, not words," and "Down with the bourgeoisie.” 


2400 ,ours. Law enforcement agencies surrounded a large group of students and kept 
at a distance of about 50 meters. Stones, curses and various threats began to 
shower upon the policemen out of the crowd, but the representatives of law and or- 
der did not retaliate, though some among them received slight injuries from peb- 
bles. 


Pristina, Thursday, 12 March 


Vi00 hours. The demonstrators no longer reacted to the calls of the police to 
quiet down, but attempted to break the cordon of the Law enforcement agencies with 
stones, sticks and anything they could find at hand. Three hours later the Commit- 
tee tor Nationwide Defense ard Social Self-Protection of SAP Kosovo met and passed 
a decision that the Law enforcement agencies could use force only if this was an 
extreme necessity. 


J2350 hours. Since all political means of persuesion were exhausted, and since pis- 
tol tiring had begun from the ranks of the demonstrators, the decision was made to 
disperse the group, and the group was dispersed with tear gas and p tards, and the 
majority went off to the student dormitory or to their homes. 


9900 hours. The most persistent group of about 50 demonstrators remained right up 
until 0500 heurs on the plaza between the dormitory, where they sang songs and 
shouted slogans. But then even that group dispersed. 
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Prizren, Wednesday, 25 March 


1130 hours. A group of about 30 high school pupils and university students came 
into their common courtyard in Prizren where the buildings of the Junior Postsec- 
ondary Pedagogical School and the Pedagogical Academy, in which classes were being 
held at that time, are located. Shouting various slogans, the group called upon 
the students of those schools to join them, and when they were unsuccessful in 
this, participants in the group broke two large windows and started toward the 
building of the high school and the medical school, where once again no one joined 
them, 


That happened to be market day in Prizren, and the high school and university stu- 
dents in the group went down the main street calling upon the peasants and others 
to join them. No one joined them. The group broke display windows of eight stores 
in the city, the windshield of one vehicle, and turned over another automobile. 


1230 hours. Law enforcement agencies dispersed this group without using physical 
force; the group included high school students from two secondary schools in Priz- 
ren, and then students from the Junior Postsecondary Pedag., cal School in Prizren 
and the Secondary School Center in Suva Reka. 


Pristina, Wednesday, 25 March 


Vo00 hours. The sendoff of the Youth Relay took place that day in Pristina. About 
0600 hours a small group of students, obviously ringleaders, blocked the exits from 
three dormitories in Pristina and acting "on behalf of all the students" called for 
negotiations with certain individuals at the university and in the Provincial Com- 
mittee of the League of Communists. This was granted them, and they called upon 
all the students to gather in the plaza in front of the dormitories, where about 
1,000 men and women university students gathered. The organizers of the demonstra- 
tions, obviously prepared in advance, demanded the same conditions "as to housing 
and food" as at the “other university centers," and that their "arrested comrades" 
be released immediately. The representatives of the Provincial Committee of the 
Leag e of Communists and of the university tried to explain to the students--point- 
ing out the difficulties, but also the achievements of the young University of 
Pristina--that all these problems have to be talked about with cool heads and under 
normal conditions. However, it was also evide’¢ at once that the organizers of the 
dewonstrations, which obviously were well-planned and prepared in advance, were not 
interested in negotiations. At about C°.) hours the students began to boycot’ the 
negotiations and to issue challei.ges. 


\Upper boa, p 18) Sendoff of the Youth Relay 


More than 40,000 citizens of Pristina, members of the Albanian and other nationali- 
ties, participated in the sendoff of the Youth Relay. Nothing hampered the program 
ind television coverage which had been scheduled. Workers from work collectives 
and selit-protection units saw to it that the organization of the sendoff went ac- 
cording to the program not only in the main square, but also on all the approach 
roads. 











1200 hours. Banners bearing slogans appeared among the students, and individuals 
began to shout slogans. Here are some of them: "Long live Marxiem and Leninism, 
down with revisionism," "We want a republic," "Long live the fraternal Albanian 
people," "Kosovo to the Kosovites," "We are Albanians, and not Yugoslavs," "Give 
back our convicted comrades to Kosovo," "Trepca is working for others," "We believe 
the working class," "We want unification of all the Albanian regions," "Unity," "A 
republic," and so on. 


1400 hours. It was obvious that the activists were unable to achieve anything, and 
they withdrew from the group of demonstrators. About 1400 hours a sizable group of 
university students attempted to move into the city with the obvious intention of 
preventing the events of the afternoon related to the sendoff of the Relay. The 
Committee for Nationwide Defense and Social Self-Protection of SAP Kosovo, evaluat- 
ing the markedly hostile character of the demonstrations, decided to prevent the 
demonstrators from going into the streets at all costs. 


1630 hours. Law enforcement agencies of Pristina and forces of a special unic for 
suppressing disorders of the Federal Secretariat for Internal Affairs, which had 
arrived the day before in Pristina, surrounded the group and warned the demonstra- 
tors through megaphones that they were not to go where they intended. In return, 
uowever, the demonstrators attacked the law enforcement agencies with stones, 
sticks and everything that came to hand, but the law enforcement agencies force- 
fully opposed the demonstrators with tear gas, netards and rubber clubs, and man- 
aged to restrain them. 


Un that occasion 32 students were injured, one of them quite seriously. Most of 
the injuries on the arms and upper part of the body in the ranks of the demonstra- 
tors occurred when they attempted to throw back the canisters of tear gas and other 
chemicals that had been hurled. In these disorders 12 members of the law enforce- 
ment agencies were also injured, one very seriously. Two revolver shots were also 
fired from the ranks of the demonstrators, but no one was wounded. No member of 
the law entorcement agencies used a firearm. 


1730 hours. The group of demonstrators was completely dispersed. About 200 demon- 
strators were taken to the police station, and 21 of them were kept in pretrial de- 
tention. 


Pristina, Monday, 30 March 


Less than half of the students attended classes in the junior postsecondary schools 
and university schools, and a variety of clever misinformation was spread among the 
students in order to keep the disorders going and to the effect that this was "only 
the begi ming." 


All ot those days meetings of sociopolitical organizations were held in Pristina in 
which the events were analyzed and the general public was aroused into activity. 
there is still frequent mention of the "element of surprise," though it was already 
clear that nothing had been accidental and that a certain social character of the 
demonstrations at the outset was oniy a pretext for tue organizers to tnvolve as 
many students as possible in causing disorders. 





Obilic, Monday, 30 March 


1300 hours. In Obilic, a small place some 10 km or so from Pristina, about 200 pu- 
pils of the Secondary School Center, instead of beginning classes at 1300 hours, 
went out into the main street shouting the same slogans as those in Pristina and 
breaking the windows of stores. Law enforcement agencies broke up this disorder 
with petards, and the group dispersed. Some of the pupils, however, went off amon;, 
the workers building the Kosovo B Thermal Electric Power Plant and asked them for 
protection. When a group of activists talked with the workers and pupils, the dc: 
onstrators went off home. This was the first case, however, where the demonstra- 
tors sought followers among the workers. 


{Bottom box, p 18) Law Enforcement Agencies 


During the first demonstration only the security forces of SAP Kosovo were in- 
volved, and all the law enforcement agencies in the province were put on a state o/ 
readiness. The highest bodies of the Federation and the Republic of Serbia were 
informed about everything in good time, and immediately thereafter those of the 
other rep blics and the Pro ince of Vojvodina were informed. After the demonstra- 
tions were halted, law enforcement agencies identified 102 persons in the group of 
most vociferous demonstrators, 79 of them from SAP Kosovo and 23 from outside Ko- 
sSOVO. 


the Number of Students 


The student body at Pristina University numbers 37,000 fulltime and 14,000 parttime 
students, making it the Yugoslav university with the third largest student body. A 
certain number of these students are from other republics where members of the Al- 
banian minority live, and the classes are given in Albanian for Albanians and in 
Serbo-Croatian for students of other nationalities. Though new dormitories have 
recently been built, they have only 3,787 beds, nor is there room in the student 
dining nall for all those who would like to eat there. The provincial self-managed 
community of interest for education subsidizes the housing and food, and the stu- 
dents pay 410 dinars monthly for housing and only 570 dinars for food (lunch and 
supper). Poor organization of work in the student center (where temporary measures 
were adopted on 1l May), the incompetence of the leadership and personnel to make 
better use of the potential that exists, intensified the trouble. 


incidentally, at Pristina University there are 4,800 members of the LC, organized 
in o2 basic organizations. In the total student body 11 percent are members of the 
LC, and 80 percent of the taculty are also members of the LC. 


wijured 


Juring the demonstrations and the intervention of the law enforcement agencies not 
1 single student was seriously injured on 11 and 12 March. Two policemen were se- 
riously injured on the side of the law enforcement agencies, one by a pistol shot 
iad the olwer by a Stone which leit hin without an eye. Eighteen members of law 
emtorcement agencies received iight injuries from stones. 
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Pristina, Tuesday, 31 March 


The boycott of classes at the schools of the university was more extensive than in 
the previous days and showed a tendency to spread toward the high school. Some 
faculty members at the university also boycotted classes. 


The Committee for Nationwide Defense and Social Self-Protection of SAP Kosovo in- 
tensitied security at production and other facilities, where someone was always 
kept on duty, and mobile territorial defense groups were also organized. Plans for 
crisis situations were updated in all communities. 


there was some ferment among the students in the student center that day, some let- 
ters were read out, little groups held meetings, but there were no disturbances. 


Podujevo, Wednesday, 1 April 


1100 hours. A group of about 200 pupils of the Secondary School Center had already 
gathered in the early morning hours and boycotted classes. About 1100 hours they 
moved toward the center of this town which is about 30 km from Pristina. The dem- 
onstrators were noisy with songs and shouted slogans and broke windows in shops and 
residences with stones. 


1300 hours. When efforts to persuade the demonstrators to disperse were unsuccess- 
ful, tear gas was used, and the demonstrators were broken up into two groups. But 

since law enforcement agencies were short-handed, the demonstrators again gathered 

and began to cause disorders in the town. 


1600 hours. After law enforcement agencies received reinforcements, the demonstra- 
tors were broken up into several groups, but they nevertheless managed to demolish 
numerous shop windows and stores, to break glass wherever they went, especially in 
Lune new motel and post office. Because the workers of the Poliester Factory re- 
tused to support them, the demonstrators broke glass at several places in that fac- 
tory, and then, seeing that they would get the worst of it, they fled from the fac- 
tory ,;rounds. 


The disorders came to an end about 1/700 hours. 


Some LU demonstrators were injured in the demonstrations in Podujevo, 3 of them se- 
riously. Une policeman received a light injury. 


Pristina, Wednesday, 1 April 
1300 hours. A group ot pupils of the Secondary Economics School and the Secondary 
Agricultural School, some 100 people or so in all, moved from the schoolyard toward 
the center of the city shouting "Republic" in unison. Law enforcement agencies 
stood ‘1 the group's way from entering the city, and prevented it without diffi- 
culty. nce they were broken up into small groups, the demonstrators dispersed in 
Various direccions. 











15V0 hours. Some of the unskilled construction workers working on construction . 
the bardanija Settlement joined a small group of demonstrators, and they started 
toward the Engineering Faculty and Law School, rhythmically shouting Republic" and 
"Students." Law enforcement agencies did not want to oppose them, and the demon- 
strators went down the streets shouting slogans, but there were no other incidents. 
A bit later the group was joined by groups of workers from the storage battery fac- 
tory in Pristina and from certain construction enterprises in Pristina and from the 
nearby combine in Obilic.... Individuals carried sticks and iron rods and wore 
workers' hard hats on their heads. 


The demonstrators exerted strong pressure on law enforcement forces, which had sur- 
rounded them, and they showered on them a veritable torrent of rocks and everythin 
they could tind at hand. Since they had no power to shoot, the cordon of policemen 
broke, and the demonstrators reached the building of the province's executive coun 
cil and the Provincial Committee of the League of Communists. Here they shouted 
the paroles '‘osovo Republic" and "Kosovo to the Kosovites" and "Long live Adem 
Demagi,'' "We demand unification of the Albanian people," and the like, and in the 
plaza in tront of the Provincial Committee of the League of Communists they wrote 
in large letters the slogan "Long live Adem Demaqi" (the reference is to an invet- 
erate irredentist who has been in jail for a long time because of attempts at irre- 
dentist organization). 


lt is estimated that about 3,000 people, about 2,700 of them high school and uni- 
versity students, took part in these demonstrations. Along the streets of Pristina 
the demonstrators broke the windows of stores, institutions and houses, turned over 
automobiles and broke glass in vehicles regardless of the license plate. In order 
to trustrate the resistance of law enforcement agencies, the demonstrators gathered 
tue children trom elementary schools and thrust them ahead of themselves. There 
were dramatic scenes, since the children, frightened t the shouting and the break- 
ing of the shop windows, began to scream. 


In these disorders, which were smothered about 2100 hours by action of law enforce- 
ment agencies, at which time the demonstrators scattered in every direction, 18 
jemonstrators were injured, 3 of them seriously, and 17 law enforcement officers 
were injured, 2 of them seriously. According to the official report no firearm was 
tuat occasion on either side. Law entorcement agencies opposed the demon- 
trators mainly with cordons of policemen, tear gas and rubber clubs, while the 
Jemonstrators used sticks, stones and pieces of glass. 


ristina, Thursday, 2 April 
ours. The disorders began even in the early morning hours. It was obvious 
that the demonstra'ors did not sleep that right, but had been organizing. About 
irs a group of workers of the Ramiz Sad.*u construction tirm, who were 
ined by a group of construction workers of "he Kosovo construction firm of Vuci- 
trn, which is 25 km from Pristina, gathered i: front of the bus station and started 
toward the center ot the city shouting slogans, but without other incidents. Law 
niorcement agencies Lroke up this group with tear 745 in the Dardanija Settlement, 


ill lit cisversed. 


0 | 











tere as in other towns the pupils and students rhythmically shouted the nationalis- 
ti» slogan in Albanian "We are Skenderbeg's children, Enver Hoxha's army." What 
were these references? Skenderbeg was an Albanian national hero who won a number 
ot tierce battles to liberate the Albanians from the Turks at the end of the last 
century. But in the last war the Ballisti had a Skenderbeg SS ¢ivision, which in- 
flicted harm equally on the Albanian and Serbian and other nationalities in Kosovo, 
and the national hero of the Albanians whose name was borne by the division of SS 
troops takes on an altogether different intonation when combined with the words 


"Enver Hoxha's army." Many demonstrators did not actually know the real meaning of 
this slogan. 


U90U hours. New groups in which there were pupils from the Xhevdet Doda Vocational 
Education Center and the Secondary School Center for Fngineering, who had left 
classes, began to form at several places in the city around the shattered small 
groups. They were joined by groups of workers by the enterorises "Put" [Highway], 
"Vocar" |Fruitgrower) and "Crepociglana" [Tile and Brick Works]. 


1030 hours. Various groups formed in the city and around the city which attempted 
LO penetrate to its center. In the village Devet Jugovica a group of demonstra- 
tors, town dwellers and peasants exerted pressures on law enforcement agencies, and 
the same was done by a group which started from nearby Obilic toward Pristina. 


140U hours. A group of demonstrators, workers and peasants blocked a small terri- 
torial detense unit in Obilic and then reached Pristina about 1600 hours. This 
wroup included individuals armed with firearms, which later they in fact fired. 


1600 hours. Several groups, offering strong opposition to law enforcement agen- 

ies, reached Pristina or noved toward the center from peripheral parts of the 
city. A sizable conflict broke out between the group of demonstrators and law en- 
forcement agencies in the residential settlement of Dragodani, but firearms were 
not used, and the demonstrators were dispersed. Two other sizable grouns \ ere 
broken up at the entrances to the city, but columns of demonstrators again rormed 
from tue little groups and they broke everything they came to, turned over vehi- 
cles, destroyed traffic signs and shrubbery, broke electric lamps, and threw stones 
it apartment windows. 


were used on both sides, law enforcement agencies firing on two occasions, 
xclusively when there was an immediate threat to life, while the demonstrators 

.red various weapons. When reinforcements consisting of members of regional po- 
e and territorial defense joined the law enforcement agencies at about 2000 


hours, all the demonstrations in Pristina were broken up. 

In order to exert a psychological impact on the demonstrators the Committee for Na- 
tionwide Defense and Social Self-Protection adopted a decision that tanks would 
sass through the city. Military sentries were set up in front of economic and 


other tacilities to protect them from possible damage. The movement of individuals 
was restricted from 2000 to 0500 hours; classes were suspended at schools and the 
iniversity. After that law enforcement agencies in Pristina received reinforce- 
ments from other republics and the Province of Vojvodina, and those reinforcements 


ire still there today. 

















There have been no major disorders in Pristina since 2 April, though there were wi 
hor attempts to bring about disorders, 


Podujeve, Thureday, 2 April 


Disorders began in the @e ning, at the same time as in Pristina, caused at the oul 
set by a group of » _ but they were joined by several hundred individuals, 
workers and peasant.  inee the highway from Kursumlija to Pristina passes thro. 
here, the demonstrators tried to close the highway and prevent law enforcement 
forces from passing which had been sent as reinforcements from Kursumlija to Pris 
tina, Members of territorial defense units in Podujevo extended aid to law en- 
forcement agencies in breaking the blockade with petards, rubber clubs and tear 

as. 


Vueiten, Thureday, 2 April 


L330 hours. ‘Twelve workers of the Kosovo construction firm rushed into a clase }b. - 
ing held at .oe M, Bekteshi Secondary School Educational Center and called upon the 
pupils to join chem in carrying out a demonstration. About 150 pupils responded, 
and, shouting host (le and chauvinistic nationalistic slogans, they began to visit 
cetlain work organiz tions in order to arouse the other workers. Since no one re- 
sponded, the group gradually broke up. 


Lipijan, Thursday, 2 April 


1500 hours. About 400 vocational students burst into the city; they broke several 
shop windows and destroyed the gasoline station in the town. They were shouting 
sostile slogans, but they were broken up at about 1700 hours in a conflict with law 
entorcement forces. 


Gnjilane, Thursday, 2 April 


1800 hours. About 30 secondary students went through the city sh. ing hostile 
slogans. The group was dispersed through intervention of local law enforcement 
agencies, 


Glogovac, Thursday, 2 April 


1000 hours. Secondary students of two classes of the Secondary School Educational 
Center began demonstrations, they were joined by a sizable number of pupils and 
later by individuals who happened to be at the place where the weekly market day 
was being weld. Several shop windows were broken and vehicles that happened to be 
on the street were dented, and some of the demonstrators used firearms, wounding 
one pupil. Some of the demonstrators damaged grave markers in the local cemetery. 
The demonstrators seized an automatic rifle from one member of a law enforcement 
agency, and .t was later found. When law enforcement agencies received reinforce- 
ments, the demonstrations were broken up with the help of tear gas and chemicals. 
The organizers and most vociferous participants in the demonstrations were identi- 
tied and taken to the police station. 
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Djakovica, Thureday, 2 April 


1800 hours. A group of some 100 secondary and university students broke shop win- 
dows and shouted hostile slogans. They were dispersed by intervention of law en- 
forcement agencies, 


vistina, Thureday, 2 April 


The Committee for Nationwide Defense and Social Self-Protection ordered that plans 
for a crisis situation be activated in the afternoon hours and 1l00-percent activa- 
tion of the wartime organization of law enforcement agencies. The movement of a 
sizable number of persons in public places was prohibited. 


Vrosevac, Friday, 3 April 


0900 hours. A group of about 200 workers gathered in the yard of the Wood Combine; 
they did aot obey advice to calm down, but left the grounds of tue combine. 


1300 hours. They went into the streets, where they were joined by a group of uni- 
versity and secondary students. So long as the group was small, it went peacefully 
along the streets shouting “Tito and the Party,” but--as it was enlarged with new 
demonstrators=-it began to shout hostile slogans such as “Demobilize the territo- 
rial detense unit in the combine,” "We don't want tanks in the province,” "Release 
our comrades from jail," "We don't want police from outside the province beating 
our children,” and so on. The group grew to about 1,000 people, some of whom fired 
firearms, and members of law enforcement agencies also used weapons in self- 
detense. The demonstrators broke windows of stores and apartmen.s, destroyed vehi- 
cles, demolished several kiosks, and broke glass and caused serious damage at the 
Ljubeoten Hotel. 


2000 hours. The demonstrations were broken up with tear gas. 
Vitina, Priday, 3 April 


1000 hours. A group of some 100 secondary studente demonstrated in the town shout- 
ing the slogans “Tito and the Party” and "We want a republic, by force if neces- 
sary.” Several shop windows were shattered. Law enforcement agencies dispersed 
the demonstrators with the help of faculty members. 


Vucitrn, Friday, 3 April 


1000 hours. A group of secondary students joined by a group of workers from the 
Polet Work Organization demonstrated in the streets carrying photographs of Comrade 
Tito, but also shouting the slogan “We want a republic, by force if necessary." 
They attempted to break into the Law Enforcement School, but were prevented. Rela- 
tives of the demonstrators, concealed behind house windows, fired on law enforce- 
mont agencies with firearms, and the policemen used weapons. The demonstrations 
were dispersed in the early evening. 














Kosoveka Mitrovica, Friday, 3 April 


1100 hours, About 80 workers from the electrolytic sine refinery, the Fafos Metal- 
working Shop and the Storage Battery Factory went into the streets and entered the 
high echool building, where they compelled certain students to join their ranks, 
while others joined them voluntarily. They took a photograph of Comrade Tito [rom 
the building and carried it at the head of the column. In the Secondary Engineer~ 
ing School Center they compelied a certain number of secondary students to join 
them. They later broke into the grounds of Trepca, but no one joined them, Ther 
they again went to the Storage Battery Factory and Fafos, shouting to the workers 
that they were “traitors” because they did not join them, but went on working. 

They broke the glass in certain factory buildings and went out into the streets, 
where they caused disorders, shouting the slogans: ‘“Trepca is working for Serbia,’ 
"Long live the Kosovo Republic" and "Pree our students," and so on. 


These demonstrations were broken up by coucentrated forces of law enforcement agen- 
cies without the use of firearms, 


According to the official data the balance sheet of all these demonstrations up un- 
til 3 April looks Like this: on the side of tix. demonstrators 8 people were killed 
and 1350 injured, 55 of them with firearms. On the side of the security forces, | 
policeman died from wounds received from a firearm, and 135 members of law enforce- 
ment agencies were injured, 4 of them sertousiy. 


in the disorders to date there has been extensive direct property damage approxi- 
mating about 9 miilion dinars according to the first estimates. Law enforcement 
agencies had until that time taken 956 persons into custody and ‘ssued them warn- 
ings, 419 persons were punished for misdemeanors, and criminal proceedings were in- 
stituted against 45 persons. 


YPA [Yugoslav People's Army) units did not fire a single shot in all these events 
in SAP Kosovo, nor did they participate in any way in breaking up the demonstra- 
tions. Their entire role was reduced to guarding economic and other facilities 
against damage together with local territorial defense forces. 


Even after 3 April there were attempts in SAP Kosovo at disorders or various pro- 
vocative actions, but without demonstrations or property damage. But the situation 
is not calming down. In mid-April the curfew order was Lifted, and all the schools 
and universities are back in operation. The ban on moviehouses, theaters and 
sporting events is still in effect, but even so in the famous evening promenade in 
Pristina there now gather thousands of young people, Albanians, Serbs, Montenegrins 
and others, young boys and girls and other citizens who vere not among the demon- 
strators and were not seduced by the external or internal activity and pressure of 
the «nemy. 


‘hie is the documented truth about “he events in Kosovo told in a way and in the 
pace allowed by 4 newspaper artic.c«. Because of insufficient information about 
these events, in which a deep nationalistic indoctrination was maniie.ced, espe- 
cially in *» portion of the younger generation of Albanians in Kosovo, nationalists 
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in our other regions took heart with what happened in Keseve in March and April, 

in some of the deseriptions of those dramatic days there are 4 great many fabri- 
cated tales and exaggerations concerning the injuries done to members of other na- 
tionalities in Kosovo or half=truthe whose intention is to slake the thirst of each 
respective nationalism at the fountain of evil, This should be suppressed, just as 
it is necessary to return a8 soon a8 possible the mitual trust which was shaken by 
the evente we have been discussing, 


At this moment SAP Kosove is characterized by a broader and broader political cam 
paign aimed net oaly at dealing with the open and clandestine enemies of the [free- 
dom of Albanians and other citizens of Kosovo and of the peaceful development of 
socialist and self-managed Yugoslavia, but also at endeavoring to examine more 
openly than ever up to now the real causes which brought about that situation and 
all its consequences, It is certain that this has been one of the most difficult 
challenges confronted by our socialist society. The price is high, but the lessons 
will also be valuable, not only because of Albanian nationalism, but also because 
of all the nationaliems on the soil of multinational Yugoslavia. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


POLAMLCS AMONG JAKSIC, MUHIC AND OSLOBODJENJE' 
Sarajevo SPEKTAR in Serbo-Croatian 29 Apr 61 Supplement to OSLOBODJENJE pp 5-6 


[Response of Dr Fuad Muhic to the essay of Dr Bozidar Jaksic published in KNJIZEVNA 
REC and statement by the OSLOBODJENJE editorial board on publication of Jaksic's 


response to Muhic: "“Fuasy-Headed Writer on a Donkey") 
(Text) Muhic Discusses “Leftist” Writing of Bozidar Jeksic 


Our experience to date in polemics with various oppositionist platforms has shown 
that dislogues with them make a certain amount of sense mainly when they are con- 
ducted with their original inspiration, from which it is possible to grasp their 
ultimate motives and scope. But when the debate is joined by “people from another 
trench" (as Predrag Matvejevic did last year) or by half-baked ideologues repre- 
senting those same platforms whose only aim is to get in the public spotlight some- 
how (since usually they do not have other qualifications), then the debate neces- 
sarily dissolves into farce, but it still compels us to drag them along with us 
and, what is still worse, to even expose them, in their runny-nosed immaturity, to 
a broader public. 


Subconscious Malaise 


That is the kind of farce that has been created these past few days when the edi- 
tors of KNJIZEVNA REC published in their review the tendentious article of Dr Bozi- 
dar Jaksic entitled "Muhic Against Muhic," which was subtitled "Fuad Muhic's Re- 
sponse to Articles in OSLOBODJENJE on 24, 25 and 26 January 1989." If it were just 
a queetion of an author with a splintered personality who has opted for the role of 
the “dissident” of Bosnia-Hercegovina after the ethical and poiitical debacle in 
1973, we would not devote even a line of space in the pages of OSLOBODJENJE to Bo- 
zidar (this given name means “God's gift"--translator's note) Jaksic's thanksgiv- 
ings in his two-part article (which might seem to be God's gift to those who think 
like him in the first and the other New Left trenches, but there is nothing in the 
entire statement than a specimen of intellectual bad taste). However, since Jaksic 
obviously speaks on behalf of an entire platform which has been fighting convul- 
sively since Tito's death, unscrupulous as to its means, to impose itself as a 
“leftist alternetive” to socialist self-management, his articie, and also the tim- 
ing of its publication (14 months after the rejection at OSLUBODJENJE) plainly in- 
dic. te an attempt to force upon our public yet another discussion of “hat platform 
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and to rehabilitate it even in those of ite acts (such as the support of national- 
iam in 1972) which have evoked general condemnation in our society. Since the 
reading public very often is interested not only in what is said about a problew, 
but also who is saying it, we should first examine the background of the author of 
this transparent piece of calumny for which the dialogue concerning anarchism in 
Arandjelovac (January 1980) was a convenient occasion to end up in altogether dif- 
ferent political waters from those in which, under the guise of an academic ‘is- 
cussion, he wished to sail with utterly incomprehensible seli-confidence, Since 
the editorial board of KNJIZEVNA REC angrily dubbed my article "Hero on a Donkey" 
(SVLJET, 27 January 1981), though I didn't speak of it even in the remotest hint 
(wmilees it feels a subconscious malaise about the title of the series, which was 
"About the Public Opinion of the Marketplace"), I will recapitulate the main 
traits of the mentality of a Bozidar Jaksic which I attempted there to sketch. 


Opinion of the Marketplace 


Until 1968 this man had obvious political ambitions. He was one of those who went 
here and there in political institutions on their own and picked up pieces of deli- 
cate news “at first hand" in the morning hours and then in the afternoon would 
launch them in mysterious form at the university and on the basis of various half- 
truths would contribute to shaping a marketplace opinion fed f:om the offices of 
ministers. Jaksic is well remembered from that time by certain people who at that 
time were administrative aides to ministers from whom he would pick up such news in 
an hour or two of conversation and would then peddle it in the bar of the School of 
Political Science like a go-between who even at that time was well trained for this 
type of work. However, when he excluded himself from any sort of ser‘ous possibil- 
ities because of his elementary lack of political sophistication, his aggressive 
predisposition toward gossip and iis distasteful lust for political office, he felt 
that in June 1968 his moment had come and he wanted to transform himself overnight 
into a leader of the New Left--a domestic Cohn-Bendit or Dutchke--the marketplace 
sat for a long time on its duff talking over the troubles that confronte/ him when 
in his party organization they said that he is not “the right one" and when they 
did not want to punish him. He protested in vain through the student press ("Why 
don't they punish me? What sort of discrimination is being practiced toward me?"). 
it gnawed at him that people who thought like him in other places had already been 
expelled and he assumed that people secretly suspected him of being "connected with 
both sides." Finally, when he found ao way of arranging his expulsion from the 
LCY, he turned in his card himself, but he was very dissatisfied that his gesture 
did not evoke any response whatsoever in the press. When he wanted to compensate 
the bitterness of his hurt because of the publicity that was not forthcoming with a 
new ‘hallenge, he began to declare himself everywhere as the “left wing of our in- 
telligentsia,” though no one had asked him for that. (Incidentally, because of 
that insistence on the “left wing,” he came to be called "Djaja" [a well-known soc- 
cer player named Djajic played left wing or forward--trans]ator's note}, which he 
barely escaped by leaving Sarajevo.) Since even this provocation did not bring him 
success, he began to use new means of proving himself--this time through num: ous 
intrigues, which in 1973 led to his suspended sentence. It was said that he was 
not satisfied with this, since he wanted an unsuspended sentence which would have 
brought him publicity even outside the country. 











Lihieal Convert 


In my article in SVLJET | compared this inclination for self-torture to the men- 
tality of a “hero on a donkey"=-a man who like the Literary hero of the same name 
rides through the marketplace and publicly provokes the authorities so that he cas 
land in jail and become a hero of the gossip in the marketplace. To his great dis- 
satistaction, however, the authorities time and again left him alone, since the 
marketplace itself h already denounced him as a crazy man whose antica it could 
enjoy with secretive ,vkes in the ribs and giggling as it slouched i front of th. 
shops and which it could later retell and embellish in its hours of leisure (som- 
thing like Andric's Corkan). 1 aleo compared the fairytale with Jaksic as our 
"Leftist" hero on the donkey with the plot of the excellent film "Archimedes the 
Clochard," whose hero breaks a shop window in front of the police so that he might 
spend the cold Paris winters sleeping somewhere in a heated jail cell instead of 
under the bridges over the Seine. Archimedes was at first successful in getting 
arrested, but the police inspector, when he suspected the real motive of his an- 
tics, thereafter regularly returned him to the place under the bridge together with 
his clochard's bed, until Archimedes finally gave up his intentions and looked for 
some other place to Live. 


This is the Jaksic, then, who after the inglorious "Sarajevo" episode in which he 
accomplished a total ethical couversion from a busybody in political institutions 
and a deaf switchboard operator between one-sidedly interpreted "official" vivws 
and the always-hungry passageways of the marketplace to a half-baked leftwi-zer who 
hatched out in the mid-seventies in the intellectual marketplace of Belgrade to 
continue his old work of gossiping about everything that might have the remotest 
connection to the situation in Bosnia-Hercegovina--that same Jaksic was so bold as 
to water down the entire dialogue concerning nature and the historical horizons of 
anarch sm into the most banal and moralizing lamentation over the "ethical inci- 
sion" which I made in the early seventies (1972 to be exact) when I exposed the po- 
litical views of the i!ow Left to public criticism. 


Retreat .oward Anarchism 


After Matvejevic, who moanec that same lamentation last year in the pages of 
KNJLZEVNE NOVINE and with the authentic bravado from some bad vaudeville operetta 
with a New Left Libretto even went so far as to announce my intellectual death, I 
am now in a position of having to stress once again to Jaksic as well, like that 
devil woman in Glisic's short story "Ninety Years Later" who was the only one to 
remember the vampire and wolfman, and 10 people had to shout in her ear when they 
asked her about this, but she would only keep repeating "I can't hear anything 
you're saying, sonny"--that it is not a question of any sort of ethical “moral 
leap," but of the prosaic fact that the theoreticians of the New Left, taking cre- 
ative Marxism (with or without quotation marks) as their point of departure, began 
aore and more in the seventies to make a retreat toward anarchism, on the one hand, 
and toward opposition to the LCY “at any price" on the other. Jaksic, who confuses 
political differences with imputed “ethical incisions," and then waters down known 
facts into moralistic ones, as an apprentice for lifting imagined moral blemishes 
should be stuffed into that same ethical cleaning establishment which Predrag 
Matvejevic opened up last year in his writing, certainly so that under that forged 
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etiical signboard he could leave nothing untouched except his own fixed layers of 
morality from every possible source, After all, anyone who Like a confused moral- 
iginy stutterer mixes up the gnoseological and axiolog.cal concepts, who stares 
like Jakeic into the psychoanalytical mechaniema of ‘projecting his own subcon- 
ucious a8 his opponent's consciousness"! (as elementary sources of all ideological 
mystitications), Like the girl outside the brightly colored door of the show at the 
carnival, without understanding any of them at all, who sees the criticiem of a 
platiorm which for more than a decade has been rushing into successive political 
failures (including this last one with the “public") as “shamelessness" and issues 
the advance judgment that the silly maintenance of that platform (like Jaksic's own 
under the guise of political rehabilitation of anarchism) as the greatest virtue 
and “consistency"=-this man inescapably reminds one of Ka.delj's idea that “a con- 
scious enemy is no more dangerous than a fugzy-headed writer who when he starts 
doesn't know how he will get out of his own labyrinth.” We will not enter here 
into the question of the point on that scale where Jaksic is today, since ulti- 
mately this is a matter of his choice, and to that he is entitled. But what Jaksic 
is not entitled to is his awkward endeavor to attempt to carry out the rehabilita- 
tion of a way of thought as an authentic Marxist way of thought in our present con- 
dition in the wrappings of an academic debate about anarchism. 


The “Leftwing Type" 


in order to achieve this cloudy purpose, he must also first portray our party as a 
Stalinist party, in conformity with the basic propositions of those who think like 
him about socialist self-management and also about "anti-Stalinist Stalinism." How 
else is one to understand his last reference to my putting in quotes the epithet 
“radical,” which the New Leftists always pin on themselves like a badge worn at the 
carnival when they call themselves Marx'sts: "Muhic puts the expression ‘radical’ 
in quot<s suit the Stalinist ideology that no one can be more radi al than Sta- 
liu nor stand further to the left of the wise leader." Translated to suit our sit- 
uation, this means: we are “radicals,' while you, gentlemen, are Stalinists, and 
your place is, then, “to the right" of us, who are the “most leftwing" force of 
this society! We would scrupulously consent to Jaksic's “harmless fantasmagorias" 
(as Marx referred to this type of product of ideological consciousness as typically 
distorted) provided that we define the term "left" in its slang meaning of "“awk- 
ward" or simply “disjoinced" ("leftwing type," “leftwing school," and the like). 
Then Jaksic's term “would-be leftism" would glitter in its true light, and refer- 
ences to him as a “leftist intellectual" and as the self-styled “leftwing of our 
inte) ligentsia” would be fully articulated and would become a modifier with some 
substance. We are unable to give any more serious meaning to the word "left," at 
least in Jaksic's case. 


The Deaf Old Ladies of “Radical” Criticism 


Jaksic's subsequent step in presentation of New Left views as the only authentic 
Marxist views was taken in his stubborn effort to show that the authors of their 
outlook have been consistent from beginning to end and how the "change of direc- 
tion" occurred exclusively on the “other side," i.e., on my side. In my polemics 
with Jaksic and the other deaf old women of our "radicai" or "free-thinking” criti- 
cism I will say for the last time that in the mid-sixties, as a young worker in 











intelleetual Life, 1 serupulously held to philosophical innovations which were con- 
tributed by “creative Marxism" by contrast with the positivistic interpretations o! 
Marx's doctrine, le is in that sense that I wrote sbout the books of certain peo- 
ple who were later New Leitists, and on that basis Matvejevic, Jaksic and the reat 
of that moraliging company stubbornly want to suggest to the public that I am stung 
by them Like a cloak made of stinging nettles. As for its psychological and ethi- 
cal teatures, | will again quote Krleza's unsurpassed statement: "There is in the 
world,” Krleza writes, "an old maid kind of onanist, of moralistic semi-idiot, who 
are usually concerned with ‘humanistic journalism' but actually should have been 
clergymen, idlers without any definite occupation who lament and complain about the 
question of murder from their provincial pulpit" ("Banket u Blitvi" [The Banquet in 
Blitva|, Vol I and LI, Sarajevo, 1973, p 30). If an intellectual idler like Jak- 
sic, then, authentically absorbs himself in the "consistency" of his "radical-Marx- 
ist" colleagues, then he would have to discover that that consistency has actually 
existed only on one question--opposition to the LCY in all its (I repeat: all) 
theoretical and practical decisions regardless of what they might have been, on the 
anarchistic principle “it comes from the party, so it's no good." This anarchistic 
involution and abandonment of the political theory of Marxism (and within it of the 
theory of the Communist Party as the “party in the large historical context’) were 
becoming increasingly evident in the beginning of the seventies, and then, at least 
in my judgment, in 1972 over the incident with the support of the "radical left- 
ists" to our equally “radical right," they came to the point at which they could no 
longer survive. Consequently, all the unbeseeming attacks which began to be made 
on me from the “radical Marxist" loges after that year were only an expression of 
undisguised anger that someone (especially from the SR [Socialist Republic] Bosnia- 
Hercegovina, which up until that time--and often by them even today--was regarded 
is an intellec’ al colony “south of the Sava and Danube") had dared to question 
their self-seeking a: ' self-styled leadership. From the standpoint of an objec- 
tive observer, however, nothing that was especially dramatic had taken place. 


A Moralistic Creation 


From their common premises of "creative Marxism," (philosophical, I repeat, prem- 
ises) the ideologues of the New Left eliminated Marx's theory of the party as time 
passed, while I remained within the framework of that theory. They adopted an 
anarchistic political program, and I the program of socialist self-management, 
which, to the horror of all the "radical critics," continued to be based on the 
vanguard role of the LcY.* The parting of the ways was also motivated by the fact 
that the "radical Marxists," led on by their anarchistic inspiration, began it ex- 
actly that time to identify criticism of Stalinism with criticism of our sy tem, 
and that was an identification which, in spite of all the problems our society has 
encountered and encounters even today in its revolutionary construction, was in 
profound opposition to my deepest ethical and political conviction. So it is in 
that context that there emerged the accusative moralistic creation of Bozidar Jak- 
sic, one of the self-styled saints of the Day of Judgment and one of the malicious 
and dooms-saying prophets of an anarchistic apocalypse, who is so bold as to make a 
threat from his New Left pulpit with his right index finger, to impose his own and 
who knows whose moral laws and imperatives as imperatives, and to arrogantly tell 
me “you should have stayed in the same line if you wanted to be morally consistent. 
This is the message of that same “hero on the donkey" who right up until his depar- 
ture for Belgrade amused the Sarajevo intellectual marketplace with his troubles of 
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wetting into jail where no one pushed him, and who up until his own change of di- 
rection in 1968 would have taken even the lowest political office if there had just 
been anyone unserious enough to offer ic to him, 


"lt Never Happened" 


And tinally, here is the passage in all of Jaksic's article that comes closest to 
burlesque: he says that in 1972 PRAXIS did not offer support to Dr Mihajlo Djuric 
and his nationalistic platform! These are arrogances of a kind that has few equale 
in our recent iiterature, This is as nonsensical as telling an uninformed man that 
man has not yet reached the moon. The paradox (and Jaksic's recklessness) are all 
the greater because in his article he clearly quotes Rudi Supek who on behalf of 
those who think like him wrote in PRAXIS that "Djuric did not engage in nationalis- 
tic activity, nor did he participate in any nationalistic movement"! Jaksic speaks 
about my "dimmed memory," but he himself forgets Djuric's appeals "to the Serbian 
people to rally" and his arguments about the "plundered Serbian people" which in 
World War LI had been subjected to genocide, and now it was time to revive nation- 
alisctic enmity! And in general, what right has Jaksic to defend anyone's support 
.Or nationalism when he himself is dubious on this issue, to say the least. Let he 
iidiaselft recall how in the seventies, on the eve of the population census at that 
time, he carried on an intrigue for the "political forums to make helicopters 
available to Atif Purivatra so that three times a day he could make the rounds and 
convince people not to declare themselves as Yugoslavs." In so doing Jaksic unam- 
biguously referred to preventing the identification of Moslems as a nationality, 
and his type of Yugoslavism is very well known from Rankovic's time. 


1 must bring this debate with Bozidar Jaksic, alias the “hero on the donkey," to an 
end (irrevocably this time). My answer to his trying once more at the end of his 
article to be witty and to write of me in the style of graveyard humor (again like 
Matvejevic) that “he was" is that he "never did exist," or that he has had only a 
tenuous existence, like the "runt that will always be a calf," as the folksaying 
goes about people of this kind. 


Statement by OSLOBODJENJE Editorial Board 


For the umpteenth time Bozidar Jaksic has in numerous newspapers been brandishing 
the datum that OSLOBODJENJE did not publish his response to the article of Dr Muhic 
which was published in our paper in January 1980. Jaksic, of course, finds the 
reasons for not publishing that article in the attitude taken by "official publica- 
tions" toward him, toward his "political background," and in the existence of "dou- 
ble standards" toward authors. 


The newspaper KNJIZEVNA REC has now joiued in those charges with its commentary 
which, so that we will not be accused again of bias, we are reprinting insofar as 
it concerns us: 


"The Sarajevo daily newspaper OSLOBODJENJE published in January 1980 a three-part 
article by Dr Fuad Muhic, a professor, in which he placed Bozidar Jaksic's state- 
ment in an academic meeting about anarchism in a political context. OSLOBODJENJE 
did not publish Bozidar Jaksic's response, but exactly 1 year later the Sarajevo 
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weekly newspaper SVIJET, on 27 January 1981, published a pamphleteering article by 
Protessor Muhic entitled ‘Hero on a Donkey,' which contained a number of personal 
insults, untruths and crude witticiems at Jaksic's expense. It is true that on 

4/ February 1981 SVLJET published B, Jaksic's brief response in which he referred 
to his unpublished response to OSLOBODJENJE. So that our readers can finally hear 
the ‘other side,' we are publishing in this and our next issue the article of 

Dr Bozidar Jaksic entitled 'Muhic Against Muhic,' which is a response to Muhic's 
article in OSLOBODJEN JE." 


The concern of the editorial board of KNJIZEVNA REC about Bozidar Jaksic would in 
any case have been touching if the entire context in which it launched Jaksic's 
calumny had not been shot through with the suggestion that OSLOBODJENJE had pre- 
vented Bozidar Jaksic from being heard as the "other side" and that our newspaper 
has a double standard in its approach to authors. For all its delicate concern 
about the destiny of public dialogue in our community, the editorial board of 
KNJIZEVNA REC never for a moment thought at least of calling attention of its read- 
ers to the extreme bad taste of Jaksic's response. 


That is, the editorial board of OSLOBODJENJE did not publish the response of Dr Bo- 
zidar Jaksic to the articles of Dr Fuad Muhic for the sole reason that in that ar- 
ticle Dr Bozidar Jaksic strove to speak above all about the personality of Dr Fuad 
Mihic in a manner that falls below human decency in ¢ neral and the decency of in- 
tellectuals in particular, while the response to the article of Dr Fuad Muhic in 
that "answer" was secondary, if it was there at all. The attitude of the editorial 
board of OSLUBODJENJE in this case, as in all others, is one of principle: it will 
not nor can it publish articles which constitute personal attacks (even though they 
be in the form of an intellectual polemics). Space for that purpose w.ll not be 
available in OSLOBODJENJE either for Bozidar Jaksic nor for KNJIZEVNa REC nor for 
anyone else. In any case, we see from the quotation mentioned above that the edi- 
torial board of KNJIZEVNA REC is at least apparently opposed to personal insults, 
untruths and crude witticisms, as it has described certain articles, but only when 
they are addressed to Buzidar Jaksic, whom they are protecting, while it is bit- 
terly appalled that OSLOBODJENJE did not publish Jaksic's low blows and slander at 
Muhic's expense. 


KNJLIZEVNA REC obviously would like to suggest to its readers that this kind of "de- 
v»tion to principle" represents its own "devotion to free thought" by contrast with 
the nonexistence of that kind of approach in the editorial boards of "official 
newspapers," as is suggested in this reference to KNJIZEVNA REC. The nature of 
certain previous articles in that review incidentally opens up an opportunity for 
it sometimes to be referred to not only as the “newspaper of the literary youth of 
Serbia," but also as the newspaper of the literary marketplace. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. Jaksic, who does not understand these categories, is trying to be witty when 
he says that “Sarajevo now has still another psychoanalyst." Referring to his 
case, I might say that Belgrade has now still another runaway, but that in a 
qualitative sense Belgrade has not really gained anything, nor has Sarajevo 
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really lost anything. Incidentally, to illustrate "projection of one's own 
subconscious as an opponent's consciousness" we might cite to Jaksic what 
Djilas has written about Tito: a man who from the first showed a pathological 
desire for power, when he was unable to satisfy it, attributed that same lust 
for power to Tito as the basic motivation of his activity and the content of 
his consciousness, and on that trivial substitution of his own unconscious for 
Tito's consciousness he built up his entire construct about Tito as the "anti- 
Stalinist Stalin." How close this construct is to Jaksic's intellectual circle 
we have attempted to show iu another place. If this example is not enough for 
Jaksic, then I can do no more, since I simply cannot find one that is simpler. 


Dr Ljubomir Tadic has gone furthest in this involution with his view that abol- 
ishing the LCY is an essential precondition for development of true self-man- 
agement (REVIJA ZA SOCIOLOGIJU, No 3-4, Zagreb, 1979, pp 5-29). My article 
about Ljubomir Tadic himself, published in OSLOBODJENJE on 25 March, will best 
show how reckless Jaksic is in his insinuations about my “ethical incisions." 
“Leaving to one side Tadic's reservations concerning Proudhon, one can say 
without reservation that in this article (in REVIJA ...--note inserted by Fuad 
Muhic) he has completed his involution from the brilliant Marxist theoretician 
of his Afterword to Marx's "Toward the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right" 
(1961) and the 1966 book "Poredak i sloboda" [Order and Freedom] to the in- 
censed "unsparing critic of everything that exists" that he has been since 1968 
and the ever more pronounced bent toward anarchistic political theory that im- 
bues "Tradicija i revolucija" [Tradition and Revolution], to culminate in his 
views today concerning the "democratic alternative." As can be seen, even on 
this occasion I have not denied Lj. Tadic's contribution to our Marxist theory 
up to that stage to which it developed until it became exposed to the anarchis- 
tic innovation. Jaksic imputes to me similar acts of baseness with respect to 
S. Stojanovic (whose criticism of Stalinism i praised as constructive and in- 
teresting in 1970, but in 1972, following his article in PRAXIS, I refused to 
accept his identification of Stalinism and socialist self-managerent). He also 
refers to one of my judgments of D. Cosic dating from 1967. Can it be that 
Jaksic does not know that Cosic began his first open rightwing actions only in 
1968, that is, after the judgments referred to were made? But, as it is su 
well put by the folksaying, there is no point throwing crumbs to a blind hen, 
just as it is vain to submit rational arguments to Jaksic, who has become 
blind. 
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